
Distribution:

By copy to: 1,4E — Wash
,1 - c	 hit): Wash
2!— Piles

UCLAIS IMO AND RELEASED 1/
CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
GOURCESMETHODS EXEMPT I 0N3921
NAI WAR CRItiEsOiscioSUREACI
lAtt /001 2006

EXEMPTIONS Section 3(b)
(2)(A) Privacy

. (2)(B) Methods/Sources
(2)(G) Foreign Relations CI '

Classification

NAZI WAR CRIMES DISCLOSURE ACT

iLtZ
6ecret

- -Secret,.
• SECURITY INFO RMAT ION

-rProm: krgent a,' enoS axes

No. of Pa;ies: • 3

Report Made By:

Report mo erA.B=.323i " Local File No: 

No. of Enclosures: 	 None

App roved Bv:  IL

Orally to: None

10
A. C 	 3	 i,,paras	 9,/ TAB7294d;-:-'143-31.60

C- _7  äiâ6: -• 7 ,8 ,lo tie fi .ren .des Source •C 

Source, Operational Data, and Comments:

28 November 1951

Subject:. Krunoslav Stjepan (Esteban) DRAGONOVIC

-	 .
ield_Comment : It is realized that much of the information in the

attached report is already known to Headquarters. However, Sources
were mkad to give their opinion concerning Subject and his political
leanings in view, of cl	 .=-73 allegations that he is a Saviet agent.

Declassified and Approved for Release
by the Central Intelligence Agency
Date: au



r'

Secret
SECURITY INFORMATION

:Hx.3232'7.:. subjeCt:.Krunoslav Stjepan (Esteban)	 Report No iii
DRAGONOVIC	 Date of Information: 1941 to November 1951

•
Place Acquired:Argentina.,-Bueno0Aires 	 Date Acquired: 15 November 1951

:valuatioi:	 3';	 '	 'Date of _Report: 28 November 1951
_,	 •	 ---

soiirce:Individtais-lith:_ContaCtS Among Slav GrOups.

A.. Subject wai born in Bosnia, west central Jugoslavia. He studied theology
at the Jesuit Seminary in Sarajevo .. Afterwards he Obtained his doctor's degree

. in theology in Rome. As a young priest, he spent several years in Bosnia,
principally in Sarajevo and worked- with various newspapers.

• •
2. In 194I Subject was named professor of ecclesiastic history in the School of
Theology of the University of. Zagreb. Subject's first publication was Massenuber-
tritte von Katholiken . zur . Orthodoxie in KreitischenSprachgebiet zur Zeit-der
Dirkenherrschaft.(Orientalie Christianayeriodica l. Vol. III, 1937. He dedicated
himself to the statistical studies concerning confessions in Jugoslavia and
published . a doCuMant entitled:Katolicka.Croka u JUgoalavijo (Catholic Church . in •
Jugoslavia) and later a , historioal map of Bosnia with reference to the country's •
migrations and changes produced under. the Turkish :domination.

•
1943 in Rome Subject,. in collaboration with.Various Croat Catholic.	 .	 .

'writers, published -a book in Italian'called 'Croazia Sacra. :t is a propaganda
favor of the Croat cause with the object of, pre.soni,ing . to the Italian

:Catholic circles information regarding thaactivities . :of- theCatholic church in
.: . Croatia. Except for one article, the work serves as a: good . sourceOrinforMation.

In 1916 in Rame'under SUbjectirection l .there-was . pUblished . a book in Latin'
Called iiartitiUm Croatiae.: Its purpose as toPresent-to the Catholic world leaders
the Sufferings of the Croat people , under the Communist regime, and to stimulate
appreciation of the difficult SituatiOn of, the emigrants. Thework's_greatest

— ' drawback is that it insists in the defense of.the PAVELIC regime. Subject's
literary works Consist of two parts; one that refers to the study of historical
and statistical problems and the other that pertains to the character of political
.propaganda.

.	 •	 .	 .• .	 .
Subject, caving been born in: a province -where there were three cultures,

Iva:stern', eastern-orthodox and 'Moslem, and reared in an atmosphere of. violent
political struggles during the Serbian oppression, - was predisposed to engage in

..anti;--Serbian political activities.'In . 1941 Subject : Was.one : of the moat outstanding

.ColiabOratorsof . the Institute :ofjniernal Colonization. On One ocCasion i he
declared later, that in order not to compromise himself as a . priest, he wore the
Uniform of an usTAck officer . •	 - •	 -	 .	 •_	 .
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5 • During the SecOrd '3or1d War, SUbject • perforued many important missions
for Ante • PAVLIC .. He : was a member of . the committee that forcibly converted
t1::Y.:sands Of .Serbians from the 	 Ortnod.ok to the •:ternan Catholic. Church. •
During the War, the Croatian State had, a represertative in the Vatican. Subject,
then an 'ecclesiastical assistant was named- by ?ALIG as delegate of the C•roat •
;■overnment . While he . folfilled • this office, Sub;;ect published the abOve . •
rentioned book, Croazia Sacra, with funds of the Groat state. Subject resided
in Vatican City in Bor gO ia.o for many years.

6. Subject remained in	 .nar n7 the last phas=e of the war. At the end, he
found himself in. a favbrable . situation,'with the possibility of bein able to
.travel as A ccnstitute.ilt of	 Pontifical Commission.	 e was the first one
to he able to renew Contacts with the Croat emirahts from Italy, Austria And
ermany. Thus. SOject quickly became one of the most . a -ctive personali'Aes

.amcns the Croat emlf7ant .s. Howev,:r, he did very little for the'needy and for

'those in . an7er of being extradite:i. He occupied himself principally
intri;:Ues. .SIth . the 0ec":. of creatin, • friends amen:7 the Serbians,

"c'.etnikS" Serbians and the more outstandimz • Croat enemies, for

,171.}jV	 and JUVCiiC. Subject hid them in Italy. in the Con-
vents an-d helped them et 'out of Italy. He otained a Spanish visa.for.JOVCVIC,

cLear for *hat.reasOne decided • to engage in -contraband of outstanding
Nazis, or w:ny he dealt with one N EL-3E, (fnu) in Argentina. Cn'the occasion of a'
visit to Arc:entina two years ago, he declared he engaf4ed in such work in order
to gain money to help the Croats rejected by IHO.

7. SoUrCestates.thataft er the . war, 3ubject had contacts with Allied Missions
especially IHO,:arrd facilitated' the eML:r. ration . of-many Croats, principally:'
1.1STASHI, and several iriportant	 came to Argentina . under .. falSe . narsB• s.
ArK.Ing, others that he helped to eMigrate t -o"-A-reritina,.±rene'ZUela -and Paraf:::uay..
are several Slovenes and Serbians. A . few. years a , c hen Subj6.ct was in Arzentina,
he tried to obtain . permits for more Croat emigre.nts, out apparently failed in

• this endeavor. One Of 'Subject's close i'riends • here was a Jesuit : Father :Ivan
• LIC, c left 'Arketi tine 'two or t LrPe rears ar:o. and : is now . in _theUn it ed States.
. ;It is 'also believed. that . Subject as instrumental in ringing	 to'Argenta.
•••:-Iowevz5, it is stated by his most- intimate fric..,nds,A4i-LSL.T.-'. 	 and ZANKC,

fnu)	 at he has turned ; against FA7F.LiC„ as he is also -against the Serbians
and L'ug,oslavians and is in favor of an Inc ebendent Croatian state. 	 •

3. :According to Source B, at the end of the war, Subject went from Austria
tc aorw. with a considerable amount of :Old which	 LlC and his . men brought
•iith them in their flight. before the Tri:c.: •forces, and which he • kept for himself
and his friends. However, the was a rumor : among . Subject' s. friends that the
-reatest: ;.% art of the •gold that he 'brougfren Austria was taken from •him

	

.Commander, GenOirp..).V.I.Q5N•J.K.k9. (P I	 who,- with two of his hench.men
'entered . •Subje.ct s rOom-	 convent- ard with rdstols forced hilt to ..F,ive it up..

this oxilci, it is said ..that . PLOSNIKAil ..Orzanized' a transport .society.*hich
so:)n failed. ' TwasàlsO rumO. red that later 'the two of them were *working.
Iy-,ether. • T'ITO's: - regime is now claiming Subject as a •: war criminal	 Source :A'

at ed . that from Austria, Subject transferred to. Italy a large- sum. of. Croat
fu-y.:15 with the authority to dispose of the • same. The book, 1.Lartiriu,.-ty

:.:roatiae, was raid for. Yr.ith. ::thitr. money.	 •	 .	 .	 • •	 . .•

p
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9.. Subject is famous for. persona). ambition and for engaging in nefarious .
activities. He is intelligent, active and: courageous. 'Those persons. with
whom he has • had •: Contact in recent years. are of the opinion that . he • is not the
ingenuous priest that he used to be. He now appears to be .a moreterious . pert:wr1:7,
and his coMpatriots do not have confidence in him.

10 Both SOUrce . A, and D consider Subject to be anti—Communiat.

Field Comment: This indi4dual is possibly identical with either Ivo( (Ivan. _	 .. 
i	 .

0.1.SANIC or tyrofessor"JpanIOR:-% lNIC_. 	 /

„	 ............_____ _
Field Comment: This individual is possibly identical with Dus 	 KO, .

,.PAVELIO!s Minister to Vichy (from a report dated Nov. 4, 1148 by SOU-roe/In

oecret


