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I was born on 6/1/95 in the village of Kuptsa (Kynua ) near the city of
Mogiliev whore we owned & house., I attended public achool in Mogiliev and
then entered the Xiev Commercial GymnasiumKuCBCAMA Koie pr1eckaf T

from which I graduated in 1913. When the war broke out in 191k, my parents
moved to Riga in the Pre-Baltic Krai, while I entered the Kiev Officer's
School from which I craduated in 1915. In the fa)l I was assigned to a re=
"gerve cavalry regiment on the south-western front. In 1916 I was wounded
near the city of Galats® (7a/Awy ) Rumania, and was taken as a prisoner to
Turkey. .1 was released in 1918 and started homa, When I arrived in 'the city
of Jassy &ty ) Rumania, I met some Russisn officsrs who told me that the
cruiser Almes was in Odessa and that the Cheka on bonrd shooting every
Russian officer who came &long. They also’tsld hut my parents had been
killed by the Bolshoviks and their estate: deatroyad, so. that there was no
longer any reason for me to go to Russia. I entersd the White Cuards! GCJD—
7gnpd¢l3¢-kUd ) Army and fought against the Bolshoviks until peace was cone .
uded between the Bolsheviks and Poland in 1920. I was interned in Poland
" in the city of Kalitse (mwge) in 1921, Under the terms of the a:Tecement -
of the Polish Military Command with the General Staff of the White Cuards
Army concerning the sending of military divisions to the Ulraine to inoiting
. the population to revolt against the Bohhevum, it was decidsd to send
. firat 1000 mon of which I was one, Our unit crossed the border near the oity
.-of -Kolochisk (KaupnueK ) destroyed two battalions. of border infantry at might
and went on in order to stop the sending of Bolshevik units on the front a~
gainst the rebels, The staff decided to send a demolition squad to cut off
the railroad posts and highways. The main tesk was to blow up the school for
red military students in the city of Zhitomir cy,q!ﬂouu.tp )o For the execution
of this task it was suggested that one officer be asked to volunteer and I
offered to undettake the task with the aid of 12 Cossack volunteers armed
with explosives, I set out with 2 carts to do the Job, On:the 'way to Zhito-
mir I ‘blew up-16 posts and went on tmrds Zhitomir, but we came to & woods
throul,h which there was no path the carts could travel, so the major portion.
" of:the Revolutionary unit turned off in the direction of Kiev and Kamenetss
. Fodolsk, {itauaney - Fododtn Js About 60 ldlometers short of Zhitomir, I
gtopped with my unit &t the hut of a forester who was very anti-Bolshevik, .
and we decided to rest there. This forester obtained food from. the neighboring
. willage which the villagers gave willingly as this viilage was anti-Belshevik,
- On the third day of our stay at the foresters, & peasant came to us dnd said’
‘that a Bolshevik Cavalry Squadron consisting of about 60 wsmbers was. occupying
the villaye. that day, .'I asked the peasants: if they had good horses, He' -ahe,

... swared that it was the Squadron Shtaidart (mMMﬂRPﬁ) which had the very best .
' "Horses, At that time the idea of disarming the squadron and gef.tin the”

. horses occurred to. me.since wo were all Cossack cavalry men., I ' R
‘thought out a plan, and decided to obtain some homowmede. 1iquor, ‘that iu home- S

distilled vodka, for courage for the nirht expodition. Having decided this,

I gave the forester my cwn overcoat and sheepskin coat and he brought me 6

bottles of vodka. Hight fell, and drinking the vodkn, we went. to the vinage,

T <~ FRoumanian spellings Gahtsi
2~ Roumanian spelling: lasi
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sscorted by the forester, It was a dark night and a small snow-storm was
‘blowing. We came to the village and woke up the peasant in the first hut
who knew the position of the Bolsheviks very well. He undertook to lead us,
but the difficulty was that according to our escort, a patrol of three
horsemen rode, through the streets of the village all:-night. I thought.about
what I shouldé' and decided to put six of my people on either side of the
street while I went down the street with one. We agreed that when I met the
patrol we two would pretend to be very drunk and would ask for a cigarette.
When the patrol .1it a match they would be unable to see my men approach from
under the fence, =The men would take the patrol off their horses, The plan
worked and we deatrayed the patrol, Then our escort led us from house to
house where the Bolsheviks were quartered and we disarmed them 31l and led
them into the woods about 10 kilometers, and ordered them to return home.
Then I announced in the village that I could use as many volunteors as I
.could mount on horse back, &nd so oy unit grew from 12 to wore thnn 60
members., :

On the way to Zhit.omir, we stoppad :Ln the woods and I sent two men tith
. explosives to blow up the school faor red military students. While it was
‘84111 dark they put packages of explosives under the corners of the building
and ignited them, But, because only part of the building caught fire they
digd not sacceed in blowing up the cartgiige supplies, Furthermore, there was
3 (military 7) poat in front of the building, .

E‘rom Znitomir, I also went towards Xiev and came on a Cavalry Division
of EotovskachilomogekANY , and this Bolshevik Division followed me all the
way to the Polish berder. There was no way out but to return to Poland.,
One time at night on the way to the city of Ostrov ((h¢mpog) we blew up &
train called the CaptainShildt (KamuuiaWithkiuam). We returned to Oamv,
Poland where we. gave away the horses, The Poles sent us baok to a camp in
the city of Kelimin. In the fall of 1922, throm;h the latvian Gonanlate, I
went. to Latvia where I established myseclf in ‘Gommerce. In 1926 I opened a
bakeshop, a candy shop and a’ sausage factory and lived happily until 1940
whon the Bolsheviks occupled Latvie. I left for registration in Germany and
settled in the city of Weimar where I worked for a firm which imported fruit .
and vegetables, I worked there until 1945, after the capitulation of Germany
-and the arrival in Thurigin of the Bolsheviks, . Since I spoke Rusgian; they:

'8ent we to the Labor Bureau as a driver. for the Soviet Mlitary Adajnistration.

I ‘worked there until July 1947, Then they sont me, a5 a businesesman, to the
OuToBePs,y that. is the Division of Procurememt of Ceneral ¥erchandise (0gfoeA

Roposery u'bb:mv&tx flpsgmpmd 88 the official in charge of state purchases

(Taromogumadb) j%% was to order and obtain for the people from S.B.A.

.- &8 many products as possible for the stores called Gastronowes ( 7“%”'""’”'

The Soviets considered me one of them, and didn't know that I heir
vowed. enemy. In the course of my work in the S.K.,A., I helped muuy officers
of the Soviet Army who ware not satisfied with the Soviet regime and who, on

8seeing Germany, were convinced that they bad lived better before the war and )

that all that the politruk had told them to the eftect that in capitalist
countries the people were slaves did not correspond to the truth, while at
the same time, in Soviet ¢ountries they were enslaved and worked for a Shate-
capitalism, that is for a small handful of Communists. They did not .agree
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with this and decided to broak away from their slavery and see the world and 534

the rcal democratic culture of the West. The last one I gent was an officer [ ¥

from Leipzig who was an autombbile specialist named Peter D, After that in
October 1948, I was arrested by the NXVD and I was in prison in Weimar for
three months and the rest of the time in Leipmig at ffindishche (Buugywe )
Street noe 42 in the central NKVD in a cellar without light and air, Below

I describa the mecthods of arrest, the typs of question asked under arrest., the
promi.sau, and so forth,

I was arrested in the following wey. In one evening on about the 20th .
' of October the Director of the store Gastronome asked mé to hand over all the
advance money. taken by me to buy goods, &s on the following day there was .

" going to be & comuission {rom Berlin which would examine ‘he affairs of the .
store in great detail, I wrote d reply and brought the cashier the remaining
‘money and informed the head of the store. Thsn two Russian officers came in-
to uy workroonm and asked me to go with them to talk in the street and I under-
stood at once that I was being arrested. I could make no preparations as
they would not leave me alone, When we went into the atreet a car was standing

there, We went into the car and drove to the NKVD and when I went inte the
roem they pereftorily ordered me to sit in the corner, I sat down and then
they turned 2  large projector 1lights on wme which pierced me with their sharp
concentratod rays. The interrogator began acting as.though & bird had fa.llen
into his hands. He said we &ll know, you can be sure, that you sent Peter D,
to the West, and we also know that you have done this before. You worked as
our enemy and new we are considering threatening you with the lowest form of
forced labor. But if you confess you will receive a litigation of your sen=.
~ tence because of your confession and will receive a lesser punishment and

_furthermore, if you refuse to talk and will not confess, we will use other .-~ .
methods and then you will confess, We will put you in & prison cell and will '
whip you and will screw your legs slowly in all directions and then you will o
confess.,  During all these threats I atled very indifferent and said nothing  °
about - Poter D. The interrogation lasted until morning and then they prepaved .-
to put me in the cell. It so hippened that they led me to the cell but did |
not inflict the threatened punishment on me., I was 80 tired that I.lay down
on the shelf in the wall(gs there was nc bed)but about half aa hour after I
bad fallen aslecp they woke me again and led me back to an interrogation
with questions and threats of varicus tortures which lasted for about L hours,
Then they again led me to the cell This ceremony of endless mterro[;atmns
lasted three days and three nights and not cace did they offer me food or
.drink, - When they led me to the next to the last interrogation I caf.egoric— .
tally-refused to anawer the questions stating thot I was extremely tired from

. lack of pleep, a8 I had hardly slept for three days and three nights, and
had had nothing to eat. They laughéd and said thét now we have come to the
- and because now I think that you will tell everything, If, however, you

won't tell, then we.shall treat you differently, I called their other methods

of interrogation inhuman, bartaric and beastly, adding that such an atten- .
- uation of the nerves was torturing a sleepless man and that a man so treated

- might say things that he himself didn't know, I said that thanks to my

health I had withheld until that time, and was afraic that my nervea could not
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undergo such & strain and I said that I would answer yes to all questions
and then I said that from that minute I-would not answer, and I did not answer
any of the questions asked me. <lhey them led me back to the cell, and no
sooner had I fallen asleep then they again came to take me to the interro-
gation, and when they could not arcuse me, they powred cold water on me,

This woke me and they took me back to the interrogation., I didn't answer
the questions and leaned my h:cad on my chest and kept silent, They continued
for scvoral hours and then threw me back in the cell, T fell, and fell a-—
8lecp and how long I slept I have no idea — I only remember that I awoke be-
cause 1 was hungry and felt that I had a high fever, I didn't know whether
it was night or day because thers was no window in the cell through vhich
daylight could come,

¥y cell was 1% meters wide and about 5 meters long, snd contained only
ons wooden bench without & matress. I was dressed only in a summer outfit
without an overcoat, and bedides my underwear I was wearing only one sleeve-
less shirt., They. gave me only two thin, worn out blankets. One I wore and
the. other I ‘concesled in the cell. There was no lizht except that over the
doorway there was & hole in which there was a very weak electric light,
¢olored red, which half {1luminated the hemtiuny-cealed box which was my.
cell, Outside of this I had no possessions. After the last questioning, :
they had given me & piece of bread weizhing approximately 200 grams and & jug
of warm water., X8 I had a fever I could not eat anything, although I felt -
completely famished., Some time passed, perhaps 10,15, or 20 hours. Then
they came and took me to the door, inte the car, and I knew then that it was
night., They took me to the city of Leipslg. There they began again, using
the same methods. %hen I said that I had alrcady been through the same ine
terrogations in Weimar, they answered me that Weimar does it is way and we
do it our way, And they asked me if I knew where I was now and although I
kmew that I was in Leipzig, I said that I dida't knows Then they said it is
better that you don't know, you dog, wisre you are buried, as you will never
conme out alive, At that I anmred them by asking if ‘T had fallen into the
hands of brigands in the form of Soviet officers, Théy explained that they
were succesaful with people like me because ‘they stocd on the side of Soc—
ialiem and Comrade Staliu said that no mercy must be shown to the enemies of
socislism, but that they mast be destroyed and Cosmminism built-up, T pre-
tended. to be a complete dope and asked for permissmn to express myself
freely and they gave me permissionl I stated that &ven-in. socialisin“t.here
_yeera laws which complotely eliminated the rights of man, For exampls, t.his
_ Peter @idn't agree with such socialism and decided to finish his 1ife by -
" cormitting suicide or by foing to the other world, perhaps not the socialis
but the democratic where & man has human rights and freedom, that freedom he
which he wanted, However, Pater ended by committing suicide semewhere and it
now is impossible to find hime. Because of this a completely innocent man is
being subjected to a severe trial), perhaps to his death and then.thoy will
find Peter's corpses I asked if a law such as one's which made me respon—
sible was just? They didn't answer, only said that it was all very well to
phillosophize, and began the interrogation. They wrote down the proceedings .
and they also began the process of quest.i&na without sleep and in addition
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included one now feature., After sach interrogation they locked me in one of
the rooms with a guard standing at the door and forced me to give a written
account of all the questions put to me in the intorro;ation. During 10 days
I gave written accounts of 1i interrogations and each time before begimning

a now interro,ation they would ask me the questions I had written and if my
answer differed from ay former ons, even in one word, they would reproach me
and say that meant I was guilty, After such repeated mockeries I refused to
write any more, stating that I had already writte~ accounts 1 times and that
I wouldn't write any mores They called me cut a4 fow more times, but I would-
n't answer and wouldn't write, and finally they left we in posce, I sat in
that cell until October 1950. Then one wonderful day they opened the door
" to me and said now you can go howe and therc you will see, I myself could
not believe my eyes, that I was elready on the streots of leipsig, free, I
.was 80 excited that I couldn't stand and sat down on the steps as though at
home. 4 post soldicr drove ne off, and toldl me to go away a8 soon as possible
and as far as possible from there, and I went away and returned home to Weimar
thinking that I would rest and then leave the Zone as soon as possible.

About 3 weeks later they arrested me agein, This time it was not the
Bolsheviks, but the Garman organs of the State qicherheitadd.enat. Thay put"
we back in the Weimar Kurtetrasse prisen, in the same cell in which the NKVD
_had put me, Just as the NKVD éfficers had interrogated me before, the Ger—
mans interrogated me on the second day using the very same methods of ques~

tioning, Then the NKVD questioned me again and the Germans agein and I under— *
: 8to0od from these interrogations that they were comparing the processes, to
£ind out what an arrested man would say to the Russians and what he would

say to the Oermans, If there were any differences they would at once cone
clude that I was g\n.lty and that I had worked wnder-cover for th‘e' western zona,

But t.hey could not prove me guilty and kept me until'lS December and
then freed me. - On 22 January they arrested me again and accussed me of working
for the underground and when the NKVD again interrogated me I said that they
had come to an incorrect conclusion., They decided to destroy my atrength
and after the interrogation handed me over to the Stats Sicherheits Dienst, -
I stated that a deadlock had been reached ard that in protest I would say no=
thing until they released me as not puilty, and that while under arrest I
would not eat or write, Seven days and nights later they released me, but
the police watched me and my apartment constantly, On 25 February, at sp-
proximately 10 ‘pm, the police rang, evidently wanting to arrest me again, I
decided to escape through the window imto the courtyard, 1I.jumped into the
yard and ran to the statizn and went to Berlin; There I reported t¢ the Fo-
litical Fmigration. I do not know what happened to my wife up to this time
and still don't Imow. If she was nobt arrested on my account, gshe must also
come here to Serlin to me. I don't konow yet how I shall bduild my life from
now on. -I hope that the just, Democratic world will help me,
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