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and was in the custody of Lebanese security officers untll his release
{n 1981 for insufficient avidence.

' Mot*vations

L 4

Fh@@orgaq$zat40n@q% behmndw¢hexmg§ggy ofwAmq§§§%gg' Mel
coggaaiansﬁ@@admatxackediUsﬁgn : latiens~andwpersennﬁ )
in.the. past. They operated outside the control and often galnst‘the interests
of the major Palestinlan and leftist Lebanese organizations. In 1976, these
Palesiinian and leftist organizations were opponents of Syria and the US, both
in Lebanon and cn wider Midile East issues. They were also at ndds with
nroderate Palestinlan and Lebarese elements willing to negotiate a settlement of
the Lebanese crisis. The extremists were therefore eager to derail any progress
or plan for ending the civil war in Lebanon. Press reports during the
assassinaticn period i{ndicaze that the real motive behind the assassination of
the newly appointed US Ambassador was Yo create obstacles in an Arab Imposed
settlement in Lebanon. The Syrian troop entry into Lebanon later in. 1976--which
was facilitzted by US negotiations with Israel--took place despite strong
leftist and Palestinian opposition.

--We conclude that the principal motive for the assassination of Meloy
and Wering was directly related to anti-American attitudes and was
designed to lnduce a state of tension and chaos in Lebanon; blocking
Syrian efforts to end the civil war.

The Group Responsible

The-ergantzatlion~prebably. diractlywreponsible for planning and executing the
assassinaticn was the-Socialist Revolutionary Organization, whose leader was
Mur'shed»Shiibhu.

--Another version of the organization's name is the Organizatlion of
Arab Scctalist Actton. Shibbu's group was responsible for the

kidnapping of US Army Col. Morgan in July 1 and took
mador Bank of -America robbery in 1973

--Shibtu’s group were lnextricably linked to the Arab Communist
Party»—ouhlaaed ‘in’ most Arab countries for . 1ts extremist and
anarchistic doctrine. Oaoecasionsi:Shibbu's organization wasiinown |
as the Secret:Revolution rganization,and-was-linked-to two- other
smaldveNtrenist LOUpS.=the . Communist ‘Workers'-Organization; -and-the
Organiaationc
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“Lebanon: Ucdate on the Assassination of Former
Ambassador Francis E. Meloy '

A
o
Summary '?

The assassinaticn of former Ambassador Francis Meloy, his economic officer,
Rubert Waring, and his personal driver Zuhayr Moghrabi on June 16, 1976 in a
contested sention of West Beirut remains unsolved, but good evidence indicates
that an»excn@mexLabanase%iefbtsbwmtl1t&a$aanneeted%withhGeovge Habash's-Popular

*the 'murdery,

Moghrabl's Role

The Ambassador was likely set up by his own driver as he was crossing over

into East Belrut to meet President elect Elias Sarkis.
--The driver Moghrabl, was allegedly abducted by armed militias a year
earlier and was taken to the Sabra refugee Camp for interrogation. He
was later released, *Scme%nepacting&ﬁndicatewthatﬂbemmay§£hvewgone to
Sabrasveluntarily. The US Embassy in Beirut originally’ ‘ported that &

Moghrabl's kidnapcping in May 1975 was carried out by pro-Syrian
Palestirian elemencs of Al Saiga. Q

--The Nc. 2 man in Yassir Arafat's al Fatah guerrilia organization,
Salah Khalaf (Abu Iyad) who led an investigation into the Ambassador's
death said his driver Moghrabi{ was indeed involved in the operation, -
but was slain to insure nis silence. The PLO took immediate i{nterest
in the assassindtion arresting and charging flve individuals with the
murders. Two were immedliately released for lack of sufficient
evidence. T%b“oﬁhb?ﬁ“ﬁﬁE%%mﬁrfcﬁwedNEﬁ@”PFﬁP%ﬁﬁﬁﬁwhﬁﬁﬁéﬁWKGE? by
1af50-PELP security~for-"further-interrogation.” The PFLP _
nced that the two, believed ggibe;pggghgrs

were jevecuted.; xNo'bodies we

Fa ah a
ca. ~against Syria during that period, and
may have cooperated in the transfer of the accused prisoners to avoid
- Jeopardizing their military alliance. The last of the five accused,
Bassan Ferkh, was quletly released by the PFLP where he made his way
to Canada. He was later deported from Canada as an-undesirable aljen,

tiParty. “Both Fatah and
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