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EASTERN EUROPE

. Comment on President Jobnson'’s Asian tour and the Manile Conference
was generally sperse in the East European press. Two main points made
in the commentary that did appear were that President Johnson was
attempting to gain added support for the Vietnam war from his Asian
vsatellites" and to enhance his political image both at home and abroad.

. ' ’Albania

The only comment in the Albanian press on President Johmson's:
Asien trip, as of 13 October, was the following item in the Tirana
daily, Bashkimi, on 7 October. ‘

v "The unexpected amnouncement about this extensive tour of
the US President did not cause any astonisbment in press circles
in various countries. The first comments made by these circles
characterize this trip.as a preliminary attempt by Johnson to -
secure from the satellite governments to which he talks greater
support for and involvement in the aggressive policy of US
imperialism in Vietnam. It is said in these circles that John-
son will persuade the governments participating in the Manila
Conference to send more military forces to South Vietnam so that

- USeggression in this country might take on an international
color.

"As it has been announced, Australia, New Zealend, the
Philippines s and the puppet goveranment in South Korea have sent
military forces to South Vietnam, but Johnson does not think
that the participation of these countries in the dirty sggres-
sion against the Vietnamese people is sufficient. During his
trip and at the Manile Conference he will exert pressure for g
greater involvement of these countries in the aggression.” o

Bulgaria

In a unique display of unprecedented silence, all but one of the
available central papers (Rabotnichesko delo, Kooperativno selo, and
Nerodna Armiya) did not publish, during the period 6-15 October,
either any TASS/BTA press bulletins or any commentary regarding the
President's announced Asian trip. Only Zemedelsko zname (organ of
the Bulgarian People's Agricultural Union), in a page 4 item datelined
Washington, reported highlights of the 6 October press conference,
including the itinerary, but adding: "It 1s said here in Washington®
that the President will also visit Saigon because, according to obser=-
vers, of the necessity to appear in'photographs with US troops in f
South Vietnam before the US elections.”
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Moderate Iigt 1k 00101'9.6.0 daily Bl Dia. relied on two small UPT and
Reuters dispatches for its coverage, in its 7 and O October issues.’ EL
Debate (Blanco Party daily) reported the trip on 7 October, and Iist 15
Colorado daily -Accion carried ANSA dlspatches in its 6 and T-October jissues.
Inaependent conservative Blanco UED-El Plata carried only an ANSA - Canberra
communigue on 6 October, Pollowed by an AP Tokyo dispatch giving the official
Hrih Metnan view on 10 Qetoter. Colorade List 99 Hechos cmried dispatches on
'l'.he interpational page of the 6 and 8 Octbber issues, both stressing the

*neace Offensive" in their headlines. ' Gatholic B. P. Color relied-on short
AFP and Reuters dispatches on T and 8 October Ffor coverage.

v,

Venezuela. . s

:Between 7 and 11 October, there was little coverage of President John-

sors "trip-in the Venezuelan ress and, up to 14 -0gtober, no editorial nonmen:b.'

Caracas papers picked up several Reuters, AP, AFP, and UPL items f'r-om Syﬂney,
Tokyos Welllvgton; and Moscow on planned anti-Johnson demonstrations and
'a.nt:.-Johnson comen’ca.ry by 1\|orbh Vietnam and. Moscow spokesmem ) .

All Qa.ra.ca.s ‘papers scamued carried AP, AFP, or UPI reports of. the
tiip. Ai‘ternoon pepers carried the news on the international pagé ox 6
October, anhd morning papers carried it on the intermational page on T Octo-
ber. Ozzly one-paper, the independent ‘conservative -la Esfera, carried the
news on the ‘front page in the form of a good«sized headline. ‘The 'body of
the a.rt:x.cle was carried on ‘the international page. Two papers, la Esfera’
and the leftist Liberal EL Nacionsl, published. a photograph of President ™
_Johnsor at the press conference vhen he made the amnouncement. - All of the
' papers; ‘writh the exception of El Nacional, devoted one very short columm
to thedtem. -EL Na.cional’s coverage was slightly more extensive.
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Malagsasy Republie

After ignoring the President’s trip in.its 9 October, :Lssue, the
Fianarantsoa Catholic weekly newspaper, Lumiere, carried brief comments on
both the trip and the Manila Conference om 16 0 ctober, in Michel Capillon's
colum. After referring to the conference as "a plan that is getting off
40 a.bad starﬁ, " Sapillon.said. that .although "in the eyes of US observers; .
the” [President‘s] trip to Asia is an important step ... in our opinidn, it
should have "nio direct effect on the Vietnamese situation.”

Ie Courrier .de Madgggsear, independent daily newspaper publislied- in
Tandnerive, mede no mention of the trip during the period 7-12 October.

Ma.uritius
‘Le Mauricien, Poz'b-Louip opposition dally mewspaper, con'ba‘.ined only one

mention of the President's trip during the period T-1k4 October, On 7 October,
the paper front-paged a resume of a Reuters report on the itinerary.

Morocco
All but one of the availasble newspapers failed 1o repert on the, Presi-

“dent's trip between 7 and 10 October. Progovernmend al'Alam, Rabat daily,
carried a brief factual report on T October.

Senegl
A surv'ey of the Dakar independent daily Dakar-Matin for the period 6-15

Gcto'ber revealed only one brief news article--in the 7 October issue--peporting -

on the President's trip and itinerary..

The available issues of the Daker independent daily o-sene@.
through 11 October conta;med no reference to the trip. N

Somsls Fepublie - | , ‘

ﬁ!hrough ],B Oetober, the Mogadisecio. progovemment deily Corri’ere délls

Somalis’ referred twice, without comment, to the President's trip.! It.carried
a brief news item in its 9 October issue reporting the exclusion of* Japan
from the itinerary: and & similar item on 15 October stating that the ‘Presi~
dent will visit Kuala. Lampur.
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Ttaly.

" Of the seven daily newspapers reviewed, only 1'Unita, Communist’
CP organ publ:.shed in Rome, had any commentary on the President’s
trip.’ An unsigned, Saigon d:.spa‘cch appearing on page 3 of this peper's
17 October issue presumed that the President "planned his long itin-
erery with an eye on the fortheoming US elections” and gpeculated ’chat
he ['will.propably spend at least a couple of hours in South Vietnam
in relative safety at an American base, to enable him to return to the
US and say that he "has been at the front." 1°'Unita .seid that the ~-
va._s.it to, Saigon was being urged by allies at the Menila' Conference )
who "are in desperate need of something to raise their low prestige.. g
Yet, the léaders of -these Saigon colleborators say that there .can be .
no t&lk of peace ‘because they have never been so close to victory;!
and talk again of the possibility, necessity, and ease of &n invasion
of the Democratic Republic .of Vietnam."

| The other papers s reviewed for the per:.od 6-14% October, covered
the annocuncement and itinerary of the trip in news dispatches from
Washington or New York dealing with'the 6 -October Presidentiel press

conference, These dispatches, all dated 6 October; were published .

for the most part on page ene of the 7 .October edition. cAventil,
Italien Soc:.alist Party orgah published in ‘Rome, . also featured & map

of the itlnerary and a small photograph of the President in its '

8 pctober issue. The other papers covered in the survey are: con- .

servative Corriere della Sera, M:.lan, center Il Messaggero, Rome;
ggiitian Democrat:.c Il Popolo, Rome; and independent Le Stampa,

Luxembourg

Zeitung vum Letzeburger Vollek (Luxembourg CP deily), the only
aveilable Luxemboyrg'paper, made no mention of the President’s visit
until 17 October, when an unsigned article titled "Johnson Visits His
War Zone" reviewed the itinerary .on page one with the comment that,
apparently, "Johnson may be going to South Vietnam to visit US bases,"
and add.:.ng, "It is also a matter of conjecture whether the trip is
being undertaken to promote peace or to help Johnson in the elections.”

The Ne‘bherla.nds

. Two of the four major Dutch dall:.es reviewed for the general
period 6-15 October had some commentary on the President's trip.
De Wearheid, CP organ: published in Amsterdam, carried in its T Oct-
ober issue an editorial-style article calling the announcement of
the trip a facet in the US "propagenda offensive” aimed at depicting

36 (cont'a)
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North Vietpam

The first North Vietnamese press reaction appeared on 9 October, whén
Nhan Den, official party orgam, carried a small article om page 4 (last page)
headlined "Johmson Prepares to Attend a Deceitful 'Peace’ Conféremce im Asia.”
After reporting the Presidemt's announcement factually, Fhan Dan -pointed out
that the President, on the ome band, had claimed thet the Mamila Conference -
was aimed at discussing the prospects of a peaceful solution to the war in
Vietnam but,; on the other hand, he had disclosed that his Asiam tour "had mo
other aim than t¢ push the US war escalation policy." It noted that at the
press conference on 6 October, the President had declared that "he would -
make an all-arownd review of the military situation im Vietnam at the com=_ -
ference and bad stressed that the US did not want to surrender or withdrdw.™
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the artisle, perticularly in view of the fact that the trip was
anncunced at approximately the same time that "Secretary of State

Rusk dismissed U Thant'’s proposals¥ and after President Johnson had
"{gnored the peace proposals of De Gaulle."” Piasecka also alluded to
political reascns for the trip, stating that the announcement of Presi-
dent Johnson's trip was "dictated to a considerable extent by US
domestic policy”™ and is "a 'political manipulation’ which undermines
the sincerity of his peaceful intentions.”

Rumania

The only comment on the Manils Conference and President Johmson's
Asian tour in the available Rumanisn daily press, as of 16 October,
was the following item by T. Florizn in ‘the Bucherest newspaper,
Munca, on 8 October,

"The official objective of the meeting -- the reviewing of the
prospects for ‘peaceful negotisbtions® on the Vietnamese problem -- is
intended to comfort the increasing number of American voters who dis-
approve of Washingbon's policy in Southeast Asia. Beyond the stated
goal, the Manila Conference aims at intensifying the involvement of
the participating countries -= t0 a large extent dependent on the
US from an economic point of view == in the war in Vietnanm.

"Meny Asian countries; which have realized that at the Manila
Conference the US intends oaly t0o tie its partners more closely to
its aggressive policy in the southeastern part of the great Asian
continent, will have nothing to 4o with the coming conference. More=-
over, Takezo Shomcda, Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs of Japan,
stated at a press conference that the visit of President Johnson to
Jepan would be undesirable since it is connected with the war in
Vietnam. He added that it is not desirable for Jobnson even to stop
in Tokyo on his way to Mapils....”

Yugoslavﬁ.a

In a telephoned report datelined 7 Octobexr o the Belgrade daily,
Politika, of 8 October, M.Radojeic, the paper's regular correspondent
in New York, began with the statement that “the greatest anguish to
Lyndon Johnson and to his administration is its loss of ‘the element
of plausibility,’ as less and less credence is being placed in its
proclamations, especially in the sphere of diplomacy related to the
war in Vietnam."” Radojcic then cited & question which the New York
Times said should have beer, but was not, asked at the President’s
press conference of 6 Ochober: "Ce.n the US constantly expavd the war
in Vietnam, prepare for still greater warfare in the coming year, and
et the same time effectuate .discussions with Henoi?" He also cited
Senator Fulbright's comment that the President’s meeting would be with
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" In the evening editicm’s “Soryushi” [Brief] colum of this day, this -
paper bad this to say regarding President Jobnson’s message to Primeé Minis-
ter Sato:

"President Johmsos will mot visit Japam. We are gratew
ful-to him for semding a message To advise us to this effect. ’
We believe bh:i.s nop=visit ia a very' wise move."

. on 9 ectober,, the Hihon Keizai pﬁmted 8 eommentary by Seito, entitled,
"Johnson 8 Trip of Persuagion,” which said, in parts

"From *the composition of the Manila Cenferenee the
impression ome gethers is that it is being called strictly
for 'mili'ba.ry evaluation’ rather tham as a gathering 4o
séarch’ for peace. Thus,, Presidem J‘ohmsen nshowld, during

_» " his 'brip, ‘exert. his every effort to. explain and impress the -

{ leéaders he meeks of the US desire t0 achieve peage.... Japan
must keep her hapds off since she 1§ not involved in the -
Vietnam war.... An opportunity will come in the future for
Jépan to act as the peacemaker in Asia...®

india

Two Imdiam da.ily newspapers, the Eindustam Times of New Delhi and the
Eindu of Madxes, received up to 13 and 1B Qctober, respactively, contained
no mention of the apmouncement of Presidént Jehnson 8 extended trip nor
any comments om the forthcemimg meeting in Menila.

. Indo‘nesia,
As of T Octobel 1966, Djakarte dailies Aungkatan Bersemdjata, the organ

of the Armed Forces, emd Duta Masgarakat, - progwemmem Moslém paper,
carried no mention of the trip. = .

, lgxsia . IR

Despite the fact that Pxesiden‘b Johnson 1s scheduled to visit Ma.lay-
sia, the independent Kuala Lumpur daily Berita Harian and its Sumdey edition,
Berite Mingeu, by 9 October had not yeb comnented editoriaelly on the vigit -
nor cm the Mamila G’om:l‘:’erem:e°

~ On 7 October, the pevspaper, under the headlime "Johnson Coming Hexe,
stated that Kuala Lumpur has amnoumced that Jobmson will visit Malaysia

at the imvitdtion of Yang di-Pertusn Agong which was temdered by ‘the: Prime
Minister in" Washingbon in 196h on 8 October, the same newspaper carried a

, 26 .
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Czechoslovakisa .

Y .
There was no comment on President Johnson's Aslan tour in the
avallable Czechoslovak press through 15 October.-

East Germsny

The East German press thus far has published almost no editorial
comment on President Johnson's Asian trip. The 8 October issue of
the central party deily, Neues Deutschland (Bast Berlin), noted:
"President Jomnson wants to tie in with his participation at the
Manila Conference ... of aggression partners; visits to New Zealand,
Australia, Malaysia, Thailand, and South Korea.... According to the
Associated Press, political observers consider the trip a domestic
political power play to raise his imege prior to the congressional
elections and they consider it a demonstration of determination by
the US to sharpen further the war in South Vietnam with the help of
her allies."

A brief item in the 8 October issue of the Halle provincial )
party daily, Freiheit, contained the following comment under the head-
line, "Johnson's Visit in Japen Not Desired": "US President Johnson
announced at a press conference in Washington on Thursday plans to
attend what has been termed & ‘peace conference' in Manile and to under-
take an Asian tour in connection with this. He evaded a clear answer
to the demand by former President Eisenhower to use nuclear weapons
in Vietnam and said the USA is not prepared 'to capitulate or back
) down.' In New Zealand and Australia the news of Johnson's Asian trip
! has caused a large number of peace organizations to appeal to the
population for protest actions. Deputy Foreign Minister Tskezo Shimoda
of Japan declared that a visit by Johnson, if made in connection with
the Vietnam war, was not desired in Japan. The government of Cambodia
again protested on Thursday egainst another American-South Vietnamese
air attack on Cambcdian territory."

Hungaxy

Hungarian reaction was immediate and unambiguous, stamping the

Menila Conference ss & "war council" of American puppets. The
9 October issue of the Budapest political weekly Magyarorszag published
an article by Ervin Reti on the Philippines (possibly written before
the President‘’s press conference announcing the trip, but certainly
written in the certain belief that the trip would teke place) warning
of "political escalation" by the US of the Vietnamese war. President
Marcos® proposal for a Manila conference was "born in America," the
article said, asdding that President Marcos was well paid (in honors
and promises of economic and military aid) for pretending to be the

' originator of the idea., Another "payment" was the promise to evacuate
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affirmed that the "cami)aign" which the President is-undertaking is-much
more a "publiclty" than an electoral campaign. He suggested that the
President has in mind, not so much the re-election of a mumber of (Demo-
cratic) senators or répresentatives, as an expansion . of his concept ‘of
the "Great Society" for the US.almetoasimilar concept "which would group
together the peoples on both sides o the Pacific who are determined to
fight against the Commnist peril.” The correspondent also asserted that
the President "knows that the U.S. will not win the war in Vietnam on a ’
purely military plane before the end of his mandate

The 18 October issue of Ie F:.fgaro carried a front-page headline
‘ reading, "President Johnson: "I Leave fou to Undertake a MissionRil%cf bpe';
a number of international news agency reports ‘'on the President's trip
on page 4; and a front-vage photograph showing the President with Vice-
President Humphrey prior to the President's departure. ’

o
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The Santiago deily press of 6-11 October gave light wire service
coverage to the Johnson trip to Southeast Asia. Clarin of 7 October’
carried a UPI item, El Mercurio of the same date carried an AP dispatch,
and El Dia.rio Tlustrado of 8- October published a UPI item.

The only editorial specifically on the subject appeared in the lO
Qctober 1966 issue of the moderate conservative ELl Mercurio, which stated
that President Johnson's trip will endble him to sound out viewpbints on
the Vietnamese war and possz.bi.ki‘b:.es for arriving at a peaceful settlement, ,
as well as' to strengthen his personsl prestige on the eve of a "difficult"
election. The editorial noted a recent decline, as indicated by the polls ,
in the President's popularity, but added that "the decline is apparently
not directly comnected with the Vietnamese war."” The paper also noted the
inclusion of Malaysia on the’ itinera,mr, pointing out that of these countries,
Malaysia alone has thus far abstained £rom direct interventidh. .It added
that this could be the prelude to more active participation, which, in turn,
underlines the importance of the change of line in Indonesm s policy after’
Sukarno's departure. !

Government-owned La Nacionof 9 October 1966 carried an editorial dié-
cussing possible prospects for peace resulbing from the Manila Conference.
It called the meeting a unilateral one, and said that the Communists’ stand
that any attempted reconciliation without the prior withdrawal .of US troops
Erom Vietnam will be futile makes the purpose of the conference more a re-
vision of the policy t0 pursue than an entente among nations » and there-
fore cannot’ be a prelude to definitive peace. .

COlomb:La
Brief UPI, AFP, and Reuters dispa.tches announcing President Johnson s

Asian trip appeared in eight issues of the available nrincipal Bogota news-
papers -for the period 6-17 October. Only libera” delly EL Tiempo of 17

' Oﬂtober provided comment in an article "from Tokyo" by Jorge Mario Fastman.

The editorial-page ar‘b:Lcle by Bastman pointed to President Johnson s.
trip as laying the groundwork’ for a policy aimed at "peace in Vietnam."
The Westy; sald the article, bhas proven time and again its inability to

- understand the Fastern men'bali'cy.. .and hence its analyses.are often foolish,

incorrect, and incoherent.” But now, concluded Bastman, "Johnson's presernce .

"is'proof of the good will and the desire for agreements of the: United States.

Thus it is to be expected that we democrats view this event as. the bégimming’
of a new policy: becoming a.cq_uainted m.'bh and treating Asia as it is ang .
not as we Westerners would like it 0 be." The Presiden‘b"s trip to.Asia;
said Eastmwan, is "an importent event:which could no longer be delayed. Near
the theater of operatioms, events take on’new dmensions and the war in-

_ Vietnam can be -interpreted and m:derstpod in a'different light, as can the

policy of Red Chi'aa as seen by Asians or the limits of effective Western .

13
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President's trip. The Xansan Uubtiset comment was carried on 14 October in
the "Reflections from Foreign Countries" column written by Paavo Ruonaniemi,
¥ho sgid that the Republican Party leaders had accused the President of being
politically motivated in his peace efforts. The columnist claimed thet the
Republicans hed pointed out thet "Johnson is trying to perform some~sort of
miracle by November," sdding thet "the Peace campaign is part of this miracle,
of whick the most impdrtant part is the Manila Conferepce.” He also asserted
that the "propagenda’ nsture of the conference was very apparent and that
President Johnson was trying o have "all the attention focused on himself.”
Kanssn Unbiset was scanned through the 16 October issue.

Social Democratic. Suomen Sosislidemokraatti {through 17 October) and
indepéndent Helsingin Sanomat (through 10 October) each carried only a shorb
news item on the itinerary end preparations for the trip. Conservative Upsi
Suomi (through 10 October) cerried mothing on the President's trip. ..

L
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‘Asian allies. The applause which he is almost sure to draw in friendly
. capitals will hardly bring him more battalions for the war in Vietnam, bub
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Aunstralia, New Zeala,nd, and South Korea are engaged in South Vietnam with
their own combat units. Washington considers them, as well as the Philip-
pi‘nes which has sent technical assistande to South Vietnam, its most unpro-
blematic allies.

.ﬂ‘PIR 0573;/65

"President Johnson intends, in comnection with the Manila conferende,
to undertake an extenged trip through the countries of his Pacific and.
will yield new aximunition for his US election campaign.”

. The 12 October issue.of the Duesseldorf Handelsblatt (r:.ght«-center)
pointed out in & front-page editorial by Heinrich Bechtoldt on "thé Manila

. conférence™ that there are frequent speculstions that President Johnson

wants the conference to demonstrate that he has allies in the Vietnam war;
however, the editorial said, it is more important to make clear to the
Asian countries not participating (i.e. Chiva and North Korea ) that the

. US has no intention.of overthrowing other regimes, in view of its interven-

tion in South Vietuam. It said, furthermore, that although the conference -
will discuss’ the military situation, -the chief consideration will be given
to the end of the war and a peaceful rule in Vietnam. It pointed out that
only those engaged in Vietnam as US allies will.atiend the conference, but
that others ‘not attending would be- willing med:.ators in the war. "But all.
Asian countries have gained from successful America.n intervention in Vietnam
which has freed them from the Chinése threat. The fact that Asian countries
are consulting in various groupings shows that they are conseious of a great-
ér freedom of action. This was not the case a year ago,” the editorial
stated.- ' '

- On 11 October, the Munich independent Suéddeutsche Zeitung, in & re-

port from its correspondent in Singapore, said that 'Malaysia is surprised
* that the American president intends to visit that country” and discussed

the possible reasons for this in reviewing Malaysis's position in the .Esst-
West struggle, citing Malaysia's pro-American position 6n the Vietnam question
combined with an officially "independent" foreign policy.

L0
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Japen ) e

. Between T amd 9 October, the Nibon Keizai (conservative) s English-
langusge Japan Times {comsexvative), amd Asahi Shimbun (moderate lef'b) of
Tokyo gave promiment coverage to the apmowncement and the ,forthcoming trip
of President Johmson. In conmbrast, the JCP organ, Axehata, made no mention
of the apmouncememt or the trip im its issues of 7 and O October 1966.

On 7 October, the Nihom Keizal amd the Japan Times reported the
anmouncement as a straight mews dispatch from Waeshimgton and Canberra,
réspectively, while the Asahi Shimbum reported it as a news itenm, prointing
out that the focus of attention shouwld be directed toward the reaction of
-the Americen people to the trip, particularly from the stamdpoint of the

coming Movember electioms. The Asehi Shimbun of this date also earried a
- mupber of other items related to the tripy; they imcluded:

1. The press conferemce comment of Foreign Vice Mimister
Shimpde stating' that becsuse of inopportune moment Japan
was not plamming to imvite the President at this time,

2. News dispstches from Seowl, Bamgkok, Kusla Lumpur, amd
" Capberrs o

3° ’Dispatches fromd its Washington correspondent, Kawamum, re-
markmg that the trip, though claimed to be ome. "without any
plan, " could be a trip to'appease the "Allies™ for their ex-
clusion from the Hewaii meeting ear]:y this year and 0 portray
the image to the Americam people,”im the face of the coming
November elections, thst effort is being made by The Administration
to achieve the solidaxity” of the "Allies."

L, The President’s message tp Prime Minister Sate clarifying
that he plans not to visit Japam simee a visit at this time may
ipcite adverse reactiom ir Japem; and Priwe Minister Sato’ s reply
to this message..

On 8 October, the Asshi Shimbun printed am editorial em'ﬂ'tled "US Presi-
denmt’s m;: to Asia,” im whiel it said, in varts

"e are anxious to see what the post-Mamila Conference
will be -- peaceful sebtlemenm} or escalation of War.... We
are oppesed to the use of muclear weapoms to shorten the war
because this will lead cmly to gravs comsequences... We Op-
pose participation of more pations im the comflict because
this meens expansion Of WAX...e: Japam 8 effort must be directed
Sovard the peaceful settlemenmt of the war..."
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influence in this continent. ' The choice of the Philippines as the start-
ing point for this historic trip was & good,one. .. sinee it has the closest
t:.es with Westérn culture."” .

Costa Rlca.

The San.Jose, press; reviewed for. the period 6=9 Octo'ber, carried no -
editorial comment ‘on the President%s trip. Coverage provided was ag Pollows:

' 1a Nacion {anti-PIN) -~ UPI releases’ weré carried in three issués.

These -covered ‘the actual sebting of the-date, the annountement of thé coun-
tries on the President’s itinerary, and a picutre of him making the announce~
menk. -

. 1a" Prensa Iibré (moderately.conservative) =- AP releases Were carried
on“three of tne four days: These releases gave President Johnson's itinerary;
said he was. trying to placate Asian nationalism, giving reactioms in Various
Asian countries, and included a reléase from Tokyo concerning Communist
efforts to make propaganda out of the 'trip. Elhe la'bter are charging it
is purely g political trip to the "US gatellites"” before the US elections.

: _cuba -

. 0f the. Cu'ban govex-nment-controlled press s only the Conmunist Pa.rby
dai]y Gramma, published in Havans, was available for review, for the period
6-14% October. It ignored President Johpson's trip to Asia except “for one
Prensa Ie.tina. item Prom Pnom Penh, published on 10 October, which reported

Radio Ga:;nbod::.a. as calling the zAsian trlp a US attempt to det moré military
reinforcanents from its- allies and’ puppets for aggression in Vietna.m.

Dominican Repu'blic

Elhe Dominican Republic ‘press during the period 6-12 October gave little
coverzge to President Johnson's Asian trip. The Santo Domingo moderate <
daily Iistin Diario carried an AP story, without comment, in its 7 October
issue. -

E¢uador

= A
Papers frere reviewed for the period 6-8 October. There was no eaitorial"
coment on Pres1dent Johnson's trip in either Quito or Guayaquil dailies.
With Ecuador'in the midst of elections for a constituent assembly, the press
was coneerned pr:.marily with election issues and, candidates.

Papers from Qu:.to and Guayaqun.l, with the exception of the liberal,
anti-Communist El Universo of. Gua.ya.quil, carried AP and UPI versions of
the President's announcement. ‘Bl Universo did not pick tp the item. All
other ‘papers reported the trip ‘plens on T October. EL Comercio of Quito
was the only paper o print’the mews on the front page, along with a monta.ge

1k
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WESTERN EURCFE

During ‘the period of this survey, the President’'s Asian trip caused
1ittle excitement “in the West European press. A substantial number of the
pepers -revieved made no mention whatever of the trip, and a solid ma jority
gave prief factial reports with little or no comment.

In the papers which ;presem;ed considersble editorial comment or inter-
pretativé. artieles, the coneensus wes that the President's trip and the
Menile Counference would have little or mo effect on the war in Vietrem. A
mejority of the commentators took the view that the trip was plenned large-
ly for its domestie political value. :

The Communist press was very cautious in its treatment. In siX coun-
tries;’ inter?retation was not offered, the Communist press ignoring the
trip completely or giving only brief fadtual reports. Vhere commentary
was mede, it was brief and mild in tone. Several Commurist papers stressed
the domestic. political aspect of the trip as much as its international sig-
nificence; °

Austris ..

Of the four ma jor Vienna dailies (Arbeiter-Zeitung, Die Presse,
Volksblatt, and Volkssbimme) reviewed for the general period 6-16 October,
only independent Die Presse of T October meutioned, withoui comment, the
Président's trip In an undated UPI/Reuters/AFP Weshington news dispatch
headed, "Johnson Denies Vietnam Visit."

Be_:_Lgi ‘
N

' Of the four Brussels newspapers reviewed for the general period from
6 _to 17 October, only the independent daily Ie Soir So:.r Pfailed to mention .the
Pres:.dent‘s trip to the Far Eest.
"7 The T October issue of Ie Drapeau Rouge, weekly organ of the Belgian
- Commuriist Party, carriéd an artivle by S. Nudelhole entitled "The Pricé of
"a' Vietnamese," which appéared in the column "The State of the World."
Nudelhole referred to Ambassador Goldberg's address to the UN and stated
that desp:.te his words, "the US does not always seem disposed to follqw
this road. A little after Goldberg assured the UN of Washington's peace-
ful intentions, the White Holise announced that Prepident Johnson would go
£o Manils to a summ:.t conference on Vietnsm." There was no mention of;the
Jbrip in the paper's 14 October issue. !
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- COmnunistalining I Avgi buried & faetug.l report on the trip announce-
ment in the midst of .a back-page report on 7 October. On the following
day, the paper carried a speclal service regort from Washington under the
heading, "White House Refuses To Confirm or Deny Rumors That President
Johinson Will Visit Viet During His Asian Trip." On 9 October, another
factual repoyt’ Lhat Hawzﬁ was to be the first stop on the itinerary
was buried in a back-page report whose: heaﬁline referred to "American
*’Barba.risms in Vietnhm e

t
.

Irag

The following Iraqi newspapers, all progovernment, were reviewed ,
for the period T-11 October: Al-Fajr el-Jadid, Al-Jumhuriyyel, end '
.Al-lrhawrah al.- 'Arabiyyah LT e e ot

On 9 Oc‘bober, al-Fa..jr al-Jadid quotep. Newsweek to the effect that |
the President s trip vwas" eonnected. with the forthcoming US elections.
On 10 October; the ‘paper cé,rried e full tra.nslation of the Newsweek o
a.rticle concerneda ' B

Oon 7 October 5 al-Jmhuriyyah carried a. very short factual report

on pa.ge 1. -
i

AloThawroh gl:?'Arqbiyyah did not mention the subject at all.

Israel
.

. The following newspapers were reviewed for the period T-l4
_Ogtober: Davar and ‘Omer, Histadrut organs; Al Hamlshmar, extreme
leftist Ma.pa.m organ; “Hearets 5 independént; Letzte Nyes, independent
Lamerhav, leftist ghdut °‘Avodah organ; K61 Heam, orgen of the "Maki’
Comuuni st Factioh; 3% Zo Haderekh,organ of the HRa.k‘a.h Conmum.s’b Faction‘!
a.nd Fre1 Yisroel, organ of "Maki."

. On T and ‘9 October, most papers carried P, Reuters, and AFP. dis-
patches ’ except for the three Communist orga.ns 5 which did not mention )
anyth;\.ng abott’ ’the "Président ‘s trip. on 7" ‘0¢tober > Daver carriéd g
factual report in’ the form Gf & féature article by ‘shelomoh Shefir,
the paper's torrespondent in the US, under the heading "Johnson's

Visit to the Far Eabt and Militery Bases in Vietnam -- A Demons‘bra.tion'
of US Presencé; The Trip Will Stress the Validity of the President'
Policy of Cont:l.nuing His Limited War’ "o

Lebanon 0 '
The avallable Beirut press, reviewed for the period 7-1h4 October,

bublished no edrhorial or other forms of comment on the Presiden'b'
Asian trips The following daily papers ca.rried limited fa.ctual covera.ge

22
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Spain

Of the four mejor. Madrid dailies reviéwed for the generdl period
6-13 October, only the Falange orgen, Arribs, and Catholic Ya provided
commentaries on the President's trip. dJ.. “J.. Li- Gomez Tello wrote in_the
8 October issue of Arribe that the President's ‘trip was ‘probably felated
to "consideratlons Of internal US politics" and to the President’s desire

“to " conv:.nce ~world _opinion of: the s:.ncerity of his desire to end the Viet-

namese conflict." The writer also commedted in his one-colum srticle en-
tirely devoted to the trip thel "everything indicates that Johngon has :.n
mind for Asia a formula similar to that which was used in postwar Europ
Writing in ‘the 7 October issue Of Arribe, Guy Bueno commentéd that the
President’ enviseges a "new "Marshall Plen' not only for Southeast Asia but
also for a'large part of Asia."

The 11 Oc'bo'ber issue of Ya provided two conmentar:.es s one by’ B. Mostaza
and the other by Cristobal Tamayo. The former men‘t:.oned that the President
hagd, dlspatched Secretary McNamara and Katzenbach to . Seigon to, .make® prepara—- :
tions for' his own ‘br:.p there and that the President was ready to hear " :m
V:.etnam itself both aspects of the situation -« " political and m:.l:.’c*ary

: Tamayo commen'l‘.ed that the President. was go:.ng to0-Southeast Asia with"con-
- giderable, skept:.clsm concern:mg peace, but with considerable resolution. to
strengthen “the security of the Free World in this area.” . .

“Both monarchist -ABC and :Lndependen’c Madrid. carr:.ed short Efe news a.gency
reports, without conmlen'b, on the President’s ammouncement and a description
of his :n.tz.nerary On 12 October, Madr:.d also carried ‘excerpts froman arti-
cle in an unspecified issue of ‘bhe Gaullist Paris dsily Pa.r:.s-Jour to the
éffect that Washington wanted to d:.spel "eny idea that''the Manila conzf‘erence
was in the natire 'of a-war council.”
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COMMUNIST ASTA

As of 1l October, the only reference to the President's trip by the
press Of thé Communist states!in the Fer East had occurred in North Vietnam
and Communist China, The Horth Vietnamese were the first to do so wheh, on
9 Gcto‘ber, Nhan Dan, the ofﬁ.c:p.al party organ, reported that the President .
bad apnounced he was attemding the Mamila Conference, a conferemce which
TFhan Dan headlined as a "deceitful conference.” Communist Chine ‘reacted on-
the seme date when the People's Daily carried am article im vhich the Presi-
dent's snnowncement wad dieclosed rather incidentally within the. framewoz'k
of a bitter attack on what it claimed was a US effort to wage a phony "peace
offensive” and to use it to mask its true aim of escalating the war. Vit- -
riolic as the a.rhicle :Ls > it is less so than the Peiping broadcast of 9 Octo-
ber. .

Gommxmis‘t Chinal

The first peference to the President's trip in the Peiping prepa a.ppeared.
in the 10 October issue of the People’s Daily in a vitriolic article headlined
"Us Imperialists Collude with Soviet Revisionists in Major'Peace Ta.lks‘ Plot. -

%o Conceal Escalation of the War" and sub-headlined "Johmson to Go to Philip- d

pines for Talks with Asian and Australian Lackeys." The article, which:
appeared on page, 4, where foreign news is gemerally published, was ‘devoted
largely to charging that Secretary McNamara's trip to South Vietnam was.
actually in preparation for escalating the war and that the’ new "péace offen-
sive” which the US.‘had launched ix collusion with the Soviet ‘revisionist
leaders, the British Labor Government, UN Secretary-General U Thant, and Pope
Paul was simply a swindle to maesk America's true aims. Other than the re-
ference in- the sub-headline s the People's Dailly merely revealed in passing,
and Without further comment, that the President had announced that he would
visit geveral countries before or after the Ma.nila Conference which, it
charged, the US had plotteéd.

ME, golis

As of 11 October, no report of the President's trip had appeared in
the Mongolian press.
North Korea

As of 11 October, no reference to the Pregident's trip had appeared in
thé- North Korean. press.
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short erticle membiominmg that Malaysia is preparing to welcome three impor<

tant guests: the Indien Vice-Fresidemt, the Japamese Foreign Minister, amd-
Presidemt Jobnsom.

Pakistan

The Pakisten Observer (Decca) by 11 Cctober had made no mention of °
the President’strip, either in straight mews reporting or - commentary.

Theilapd

!I‘he ?hai press scamned through 1l October conta.ined no editorial
comment on the President’s trip perse but did publish severq.\l editorials
endor,sing ‘the Manila Conference. The progoverpment Bangkok da,ily Siem.
Bat on 1L Ociober published an editorial on the emeouraging prospeets for
the Manils Conferemce and om 11 October another progovermment daily
Lek Musng editorialized om the "excellent proposal of the US for the Mamila
Conference .

- 27
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MIDDLE EAST

All the available Middle Eastern press reviewed for the period 7-13
October yielded almost nothing in the way of editorials or other comment s
on the President’s trip. Some factual reporting baséd on news agency
dispa.tches appeared in few of the papers, particularly a 7 October news
item from Washington to the effect that security measures were being taken
to protect the President and that demonstrations were being planned in
Australia and New Zealand to protest US policy and the war in Vietnam.
The Arabic press; preoccupied as ususel with local and regional .issues,
limited itself to reporting factuel news agency items, without any
original comment. Only a little editorializing was attempted by the
non~-Arab press of the ares. A Cypriot Communist article accused the
Us of pl.anning an "expansion of.ihe Vietnam war at the Manila Conference 2,
in which Johnson will participate.™ A Turkish editorial said that
President Johnson's sincerity "should be realized by all, ¥ and noted -
the vievwpoints on alternatives which he has before him with regard to
Vietnam. An Israeli article described the President’s trip as a demon-
stration of US presence in Vietnam -and the Far East, and as a way of
stregsing the velidity of continuing his limited-war policy. Some of
the factual reports in both the Arab and non-Arab newspapers linked
the trip to the forthcoming elections in the US.

Cyprus

The following daily mewspa,pers were reviewed for the period T=-10 ..
October: Kharavgl, Communist; Eleftheria, nationalist 3 and I Makhi,

nationalist, I Makhi seemed ‘to igpore the trip completely, while
Eleftheria front-paged a Reuters report in its 7 October issue. Kharavgi
&lso carried a front-pege report, in its 8 October edition, in the form
of a Reuters dispatch from Sidney, that demonstrations would be held to
protest against his Vietnam policy when the President arrived there. On
9. October;, the paper published a report on its back page claiming that
the US vas planning an "expansion of the Vietnam war at the Ma.nila Con-
ference » in which Johnson will participate."

Gi-reece

. Covered for the purposes of this survey were the Athens dallies
Eleftheria, I Avgl, To Vima, and I Kethimerini for- the: 7-1% October
period. Pro»government . Bleftheria carried no reports-or eoments on the
trip. Pro-Papandreou To Vima piiblished a back-page factual report on

7 October stating that “Jobnson will explore the possibilities for peace
in ‘Southeast Asia." Pro-government, conservative I Kathimerini also
carried a factual report on its back page withihe headline 'President’ )
Johnson Cohsiders the Asian COnferenee Im_porta.ncwl’a.rticipa.tmg Countries
o Investiga.’se the Possibili‘bies of & Vietnam Solution."'.
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. ecording to these sources, is assured of dealing the Commnists a.military

. Peking and Hanoil...apperently this maneuver which was staited long ago, is
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Indepsndent daily ILe Morde carried front-peged factual articles on
the trip im its' 7 end 18 October issues. These articles reported on the
President's 1tmeraxy, mentioned ‘that he may make a surprise visit to
South Vietnam, and moted thkat the trn.p has political overtones which
might be helpful to the President in the forthcoming Congressiongl elections.

‘ FPIR 0571/66

1a Nation, orgen of the UNR {Gaullist), made not mention of the trip
through 16 October. Oz 17 October, em wunsigned front-page article, while
reporting the .details of President Johmson's trip, stated that among the
objectives, before the 8 November elections, wes an effort "to strengthen
the declining prestige of his’ administration.” The article quoted Admini-
stration sources as stating that the Commwmnists no longer expect a military
victory, but had hoped for & political victory, with the suppert of US public
opinion, in the coming elections. The Johason Administration, however, ac-

defeat abroad as well as & political defeat at kome. Ia Nation saw little
nope that thes Memila Conference would lead to peace in Vietnmam. An article
which appeared in Ls Nation on 18 October was merely & reiteration of re-
merks made by President Johuson and General Ky on the trip and the comlng
Manila Ccvzzferenc&° -

After carrying & briel announcement’ of President Jokmson® s trip in its
T October issue, moderate rightist opposition daily 'L*Anrore oz 17 October
published an unsigned article reporting on the President's arrival in Hono-
lu:';.u and, eccompanied by a map, showing his itineraxry. The paper commented,

?...he [President Johuson] will doubtless again dissociate Moscow from

affecting Mao’s behavior more and more positively...¢ Nevertheless, one must
not -conclude from these violent statements {in the Peking press] that Moscow,
despite its undenisble a,pprochement with Washingbon, has modified its pollcy
in regerd to the Vietnam problem.” The Peper further speculated that,

the 2b-27 Octobér ‘Swmmait’ Conference in' Maniles, where decisions: will be
taken affecting the whole future of Southeast Asia, Jolmson will again dis-
gvow axy intemtiom of invading the Borth or any US ambitions opposed to the
veal interest of the Chinese people, aend will reiterate his grand idea of
regicnal aﬁsocla,tlon of non~Qommemist Far East countries in g kind ‘of Asian
"Mexshall Plan’.... In short, this trip will kheve an enoxmous impact on the
US Congressional elections thet. will be held only 6 dxys after President .
Jomson’s retvurn t9 Weshington.™

- After baving avoided any wention of the trip during-the period of T-1T
October, Y'Humenite primted a factusl report, om 18 October, on the President’s
depertuye from Washington and on his itimerary, including mention of s possi-
ble stop-over in Vietnam. The article contained no commentary as such, but
did em};ha.’lae ‘the mllltary and Secrét Service protection thet will be given to -
the President. At the end of the article,. there was & "Pravia comuegtary, #
datelmea Moscow, 17 Oztober, which labeled the Manila Conference as a "pew
lipk in the chain of aggressive acts by American mpe:éia.l.ists. «
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Of the six Paris newspapers reviewed during the general period
6-18 October, only two failled to make sy comment on the President's
trip. Socialist Le Populaire de Paris ignored the matter entirely
vhile Commnist daily 1'Humsnité gave only a factual report and, by
way of comment, merely quoted from a Pravda article. The other four
papers all stressed the imbernal political aspects of the trip and
savw little hope that it would lead to pesce in Vietnam. Independent
daily Le Figaro, however, gave the President credit for seeking to
stimlate an internaticnal slliance which would group the people Or
both sides of the Pacific who are determined to fight against the
Commnist peril."

France

A report from Ie Figero's Washington correspondent, J. Jacquets
Francillon, in the T October issue pointed out that since the President
has 2% hours to make the trip from Manila to Bangkok, he might make
"a spectacular surprise inspection trip to South Vietnam, where, wearing
'battle dress' and eating 'K' ratioms with the soldiers, he would meke
a terrific TV attraction; the Democratic candidates. in the 8 November
elections would not forgive him for depriving them of this." The core
respondent said that a Washingbon announcement that a visit to Vietnanm
has "not been taken into account for the time being" is hardly con-
vincing, but gquite understandable in view of the security requirements
involved. It is herd to say what the President meant when he emphasized
a "joint examination of the prospects for arriving at an honorable peace
ir the light of all proposals mede," the correspondent comtinued,
since the President himself admitted that he had seen no encouraging
indications toward a negotiated settlement with the North Vietnamese
leaders.

A report by the same correspondent in Ie Figaro's 17 October issue
depicted the President's trip as an "Asian campaign"; in fact, the head-
line read, "President Johnson Iegves Todey on His 'Asian Campaign'."

The correspondent said thet the Presidemt’s sttendance gt the lManila Cone
ference, which would last "no more than U8 hours,” seems to have been
relegated to second place in the President’'s mind. The correspondent

also referred to the trip as "a veritable expedition... because of the
colossal means put into cperation." Referring to a recent statement by
the President to the effect that, while his opponents criticize him for
meking the trip to Manila, they would have criticized him mich more if he
had turned down the invitation of President Marcos, Jacquet<Francillon
said that "President Johrson hes the art of dodging issues; it is with
answers of this kind thzt he thought he could, at his press conference m
13 October, sweep awsy all the doubts and uncertainties raised im his
country aad in the world by his trip of 28,000 miles through Asia and
Ocesnis...$ The report was accompanied by a small msp showing the Pres=
ident's itinerary. After referring to charges by the President's political
opponents concerning the "electoral" aspects of the trip, the correspondent

33
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WORLD PRESS REACTION TO PRESIDENT JOHNSON'S FAR EASEEERN TRIP
‘(Preliminary Survey)

- o~

This preliminary survey of press reaction to President Johnson's
Par Eastern visit (scheduled for 17 October - 2 November) presents
information derived from foreign language publications redeived be-
tween 6 October, the dete on which the full trip was announced, and
p 21 October. Coverage is confined to editorlal or news réaction, ~
comment or analysis of the events of the President’s trip. A second
survey, eovering the period of the Manila Conference, will be issued
during the first week of November, post-visit materials will be pub-
lished as early thereafter as feasible.

Table of Contents

The President's Itimerary (Map) - - b
Africa | ] 1
Conmunist Asie ' , 4
Bastern Europe 6
Latin America | n
Middle East 21
éouth and East Asis ‘ ok
‘USSR 28
Western Europe : 30

FOR OFFICIA -

Approved for Release: 2013/03/07



Approved for Release: 2013/03/07

@ Wom : . FPIR 0571/66

TATIN AMERICA

" The press of 18 Iatin American countries (Pa.ra.guay and Haitl are not
ircluded) in the general period 6-17 October carried very little editorial
commen}; on Président Johnson's Asian trip. Preoccupied with internal af-
falrs, most countries of Latin America relied on the wire services for their
coverage of the frip. Only Brazil, Chile, Colombia, and Mexico presented
editorisl opinions on the subjecto i

. One pro-US Bragilian daily criticizedthe BEuropean allies, especial]g

France, for lack of. support for the US. A Chilean article felt that the

_ -trip will improve chances for peace while improving President Johnson's
persona,l prestige, another a.rticle, discussing the Manila Conference, saw
~ Xittle hope for its success. A Colombian article fa.vorably viewed ‘the’
Johnson trip as the beginning of a new Asia policy of seéing Asis as it is
a.nd not as Westermers would like it to be. A Mexican article lirked the
trip with ‘the US November elections without drawing conclusions; but viewed
the US peace intent as sincere. Another Mexican author also linked the
trip with the elections, but predicted that the trip will not affect the
elections. " A third article appearing in the Mexican press wondered if
this peace. offensive is too late.

Argentina. .
.~ Six Buerios Aires dailies réviewed for the period 6-15 October paid

. scanbt athention to President Johnson's planned Asian trip. All relied on

AP, UP, and Reuters for their stories and only conservative la Prensa
pnovu.ded commentary,. this' from its syndicated New York correspondent Guil- -
lermS- Martifiez Marqu.ez a:ealyzing US cormentators® reaction to the trip.

Both conservative Ia Nacion and Ia Prensa carried front-page mre
service dispa‘bches from Washington in their 7 October issues. Innocuous
heaflines rading Igndon dohnson Will :Begin an Ebd;ens::.ve Trip" headed
the AP Ia Nacion report.

Opn 10 October, Ia.Prensa carried its correspondent’s article ti'bled )
"significance of Johnson's Trip," tahich obgerved that US-comméntators are
either interpreting the trip as a "peace mission" or a “political gimmick."
The guthor nofed that other angles are involved and suggested that-a sincere .
effort is 'being mede in the US to seek peace.

Independent Clarin first mentioned the trip on.8 October with a rf)utine
. Reuters dispatch from Maniia on security measures being taken for the con-
.Perence there. A follow-up Reubers ifem on 1k October mentioned thie’ “trip
in connection with the postponed American Presidents conference. -

Independent Is Razon and Ultima Hora, a,van.la.'ble only for 10~13 Oc'bo'ber,
falled to mention the trip, ss did ‘the usua.]ly ant:.-US and pro=-Communist

weekly I-‘ropositos of 6 and 13 October. *
Al
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. Bl Mundo bad made no mention of the trip between 6 and 9 October; how=-
ever, begimming 10 October, reports appéared almost every day, mostly news
agency releases. On 10 October, an article stated that students plamned
demonstrations against Johnson in New Zésland and an AP release gaid that
8 Vietpnamese-news agency called the trip peaceful. On 12 October; an
article detelined Manila stated thett the leaders at the conference share. -

.& common aim. -~ peace in Asia. It gave background information on the
" leaders who would be attending. A colum by Barry Brown discussed the

US orientation toward Asia as evidenced by this trip. Kenneth Whiting in .

an AP article on 13 October seid that the conferencé is forestalling a crisis
in Ky's cabinet. Frances Lewing on 14 October (AP) wrote that this trip
brings back memories. for Johnsor of his wartime service. Bob Considine’s
column noted that keeping every path open is important and tha+ personal
contact between the leaders may do this. He felt that no miracles can be . X
expected from the conference. On 16 October, an AFP Saigon release discussed
speculatiop there that the President will stop in.Vietmam afber thé conference
on his way to Thailands = - - o :

Nationalist El Panams. Amer:ica. carried UPI articles on 8 anﬁ. 10 October; . .
later issues were not available for review. : "

Peru -

S$ix leading Idma daily newspapers scammed for the period 8-13 October
gave no coverage of President Johnson's planned trip to the Far-Easts. *
The 7 October dailies were not available for review; however, as in other
Iatin American countries, it can be assumed. that the Peruvian press carried
wire seésvice reports announcing ‘the trip on that date.  The newspapers -.

_scauned were: Ia Cronica, (conseivative), Correo, {independent), Ia Prensa, .
), and

(conservative), Ia Tribuus,(Aprista organ), Expreso moderate leftist),
El Comercio {conservative, mationalistic)s -

Brugvay

Domestic affeirs domimated the Montevideo press in the period 6-1k
Qttober. In foreign affalirs, routine wirée service dispabehes provided
coverage to President Johmson's trip, generally reported in the combext

" 'of the Johnson-Gromyko talks and possibilities of eased US-USSR. tensions.

0f" 11 Monkevideo'dailies reitiewed, independent Colorado dailies Ia Manana
and Bl Diardo reported nothing on the trip; wnor did pro-Commmist Epoca . -
(availebie for 6-7 and 10-1k October) or conservative EL Pais {for: O-1k - .
October), The leftist weekly Marcha and Socialist Party weekly EL Sol aid

o it ~

not cover-the trip in their 14 October issues:

The Grugpayan Communist Party daily El Popular of 8 October used a
Tgss dispateh to brand the Johnson trip and peace talks a Meamouflage" to
precede escalabion of the war in Vittnam:. There was no other reference
t0 the %rip in this daily through' 14 Octoher. - ) ‘ ’

N
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"Is it not clear that the ‘equality' in this ‘workimg -
committee® merely amewnts to the faect that all of its parti-
cipants will depend in equal measure on the master of the
‘control package' -~ the Umlted States. At the same time,

the creation of a joint organ of the 'Seven’ will impose on’

all its participants the respemsibility for military’ aggression
"in Vietnam with all its comsequences.

“The US ruling circles meed the Menila Conferemce to
create the semblemce of ‘collective action' against South
Vietnam and the South Vietmamese paitriots. They would alseo
like to advertise the Manils venbure on the eve of the Con-

gressional electioms to divert the attention of the American
voters from crucial demestic issues.

"Washington®s new venture in Manila is a maneuyer of
psendo-peacemakers.

An grticle by Vitaliy Koriomov, who saw the Manila Comference as a
cover for US "international isolation,” appeared in Pravda of 17 October and
Kraspays Zvezda of 9 October. Korionov stated that the meeting is "a new
link in the chain of aggressive acts” committed by~the US; by eonvoking the
conference, the US hopes to hide its "intermational isolation,” while &t the

same time "knocking together" a military bloc in Soubheast Asie and. thus
“strengthening its position."

Writing in the 9 October issue of Krasnaya Zvezda V. Matveyev said of

the Manila Conference that the US intentionally arranged "a fake discussion
about peace.”
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Excelsior (conservative) and la Prenmsa (conservative) -- gave prominent
coVerage to the first official announcement of President Johnson's trip

» in‘their 7 Octobéer editions. The stories were either from AP or UPI. 'On
8 October, both El Universal and Excelsior earried follow-up news service
items on Soviet reaction (as expressed in s Radio Moscow broadeast) to the
announced trip.

. The Communist daily ELl Dies was not available for T October. The 8-13
October issues contained no news or. comments directly concerned w::l:h the
4 't;rip. . .
. JThe Tirst commentory appea.re& on 8 October on the ed:.torial pa,ge of
Ultimes Notileias de Excelsior, the separate afternoon edition of. Excelsior,
‘which had not repeated the original notice of the
Pre*sidenﬁ's trip. The story was datelined Washington and called an "exclu-
sive" to Ultimas Noticlas by Peter Secbank. The article linked the fPorth~
coming US ‘elections with the trip. It did not Arawr conclusions, hoéwever,
as to whether or not political motivations were a prime deciding Eactor,
‘gaying instead, that the only thing that seems certain is that the TS is
looking for peace in V:.etnam

A similar aspect of the trip and its effécts on the elections was
covered on 10 October in a regular 1a Prehsa colum entitled "Tetter From
North America.” The article, datelined Washingfon, 9 October, was written,
by la Prensa correspondent’ Edmundo Sigler. The-main conclusion was that
. the. trip will not. si@nificanbly affect. the elect:.ons.

- In the same issue of Ia Prensa, an article entitled "A Glitmner of Peace,"
by ‘Jose Perez Moreno, appeared on the. editorial page. Claiming that US - .-
leaders have not heeded the universal appeal for peace in Vietnam, it reasoned
as fo]lows° Even the people.of the US are against the war. Besidés the
gréve internationil situation, US domestic affairs have recently worsened
withy the problem of Negro rebellion and the possible start of an econcinic
depression, In answer to these evehts, the announcement of the President's
trip would seem to ‘indicate that the US govermment is seeking a peaceful
golution in Vietnam. But, is there still time?. the article asked. The.
conclusion was tha:b Red China, by meking any a'b“bemp'bs to cause peace negotia-
tions to fall, cah cause greater unrest id’ the US and, at the same t:une,

- forcs the US "to continue to pursue its course of self-destruction in Viet-

i . y €

e only conmentary carried in El Universal during this period wes -
expressed in the follow:Lng cartoon which was featured on the first page
of its Weekly News, Review section of the Simday, 16 October edition.

-

6
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Bolivia ’

. An obsession with ‘the Chilean cla:i.m of Bolivian intent to invade
Chile dominated: the available issues of the principal Is Paz newspapers
for the 6~14 October.span. Only two daillies, independent El Diario on
7 October and Catholic Presencia qn 13. October, observed President Johmson's

. Asian trip, and tharb, with very brief, back-page AFP and UP dispatchés.

0f the Communist press, pro-Soviet, Communist Party weekly Unidad of 8 Octo-
ber and Trotsk,,ri‘be weekly Masas of 16 October provided ne:.ther comment
nor recognition of the trip.

.« ve

Brazil

Coverage of Presiden’c Johnson s Asian trip in the Brazllman press .

-between 6 and 13 October was almost exclusively limited to wire' service
" reports carried in the T7-8 October issues. The newspapers covergd for’

the period were from Rio de Janeiro, Sao Paulo, Recife, and Belo Horizonte.

. Of the ten neyspapers covered, only one Sao Paulo daily contained editorial

.r,‘\

corment.

F

The 9 October issue of the Sao Raulo daily 0 Estado de Sao Paulo, a.
pro-US newspaper, ca.rried an editorial critical of the lack of Europesh
support, especially French, for the US in Vietnam. It pointed out that
a’ Commuiist attempt-to carry out guerrills warfare in Germany would lead
to a call for help to their "ally™ to put.a stop to Soviet -aggressions'
From the French point of view, the Cold War has ended, the Russians are
conservativeé and pacifists since for two or three years now they have
not a.ttemp‘ced o change the status guo in Europe. Questioning the Buro-
peans! ability to regson in world-wide perspective, the editorial pointed
out their lack of consideration for the Asian status quo which is being
threatened by Chinese Communist expansiorism. Their rationalization that
Asia is fio condern of theirs- ‘was termed quite contradictory to the attitude’

.. ‘they assumed ‘during the Korean confliet. It felt that the only differeénce
. between Vietnam and Korea is that the Communists are using guerrilla ‘tactics

in Vietnam to carry out their expansionist plans in order to alter the
balance of world power. On the other hand, said the editorial, the Asian
allies realize that US involvement in Vietnam is not.an attemp’c‘?o halt
an "authentic nationalist" movement, as France believes, nor is it merely

n attempt to uphold the status quo. The editorial concluded:’ "They realize.
‘bhaQs their destiny (independence and liberty) depends ‘as much on'the out-
comie- of the ., *Hot War' in Vietnam as on the outcome of thé Cold War in Europe.
President Johnson's Asian trip is a personal and emphatic reassurance- that
the US, from the stahdpoint of world securlty, gives &g much importance 19
this area of the world as it did a decade ago to its opean allies s- a.nd
that the US will always concentrate its interests and efforts in those
areas most exposed to the threat of Communist expansionism and where Ats
help a.nd guarantees are necessary.
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SOUFE AND EAST ASIA

- .

G@msidering the fact that President Johnson will be visiting .severdl
of the countries im this area, the initjal press reaction has been re-
markably light and low-keyed. Otherwise, the coverage has generally baen
true to form. Primcipsl Malaysisn newspape¥s headlimed the ammouncement

of President Johmson's visit to Kuala Lumpur but as of 9 October had not
yet commented edjitorially. The primary commentary im Thai newspapers )
focused upon & favorable fiew of the Msnils; Conferemce rather tham. upom the
" President's visit to that combry. The Caibodism press, which would bé -
expected -to adopt, & skeptical stamce in regard to the President's sumounce-
ment practically. ignored the event. Likewise the Indiem, . Pa.kista.ni, and
Indonesian press have neot yet chosen to comment, possibly awaiting the ’
results before passing Judgment. The Japanese press was generally fa.vor-
able in 1ts approach, but stréssed the hope th\at the Mamila Gomference

R ah N try t0 seek means to end the war rather than pursue it. Interestingly,
the drggn of the Japsnese Commumist Party, Akebata, by 9 Cetober had

not committed itgelf eﬁtorially The mglishalanguage Ceylom dailly chose
to counterbalance the semouncement by Presidemt Johmson with a North Viet-
namese comment that the Mamils Conferemce was merely & "council of warl

Gambodisa !
S o}
The only item appearing in the ?kmc;m Penh leftist daily La Depeche

Gu Cambodge by 15 October was a short article pmblished on 3 October
quoting former Vice.President Nixom's criticisms of the projected visit.

5

Geylon ~, _

The Ceylon Daily News (Colombo) of 8 October printed a Washington-
insbed! cotiftient that the forthecoming Summit Conferemce will bring to-
gether “thosé niost directly involved in the problem of assuring the security

and ﬁ’eedammf South Vietmam and that the Manile Gonference takes on its

true_significance only whem it s viewed mot im isolation but as part of a

contihuing trend toward regiomal bollabora.tion The ‘same paper's 9 October

issne “Yeprinted a Hong Komng Relrbeg,dispatch on the statement by North Vié'é-:

nameie Vice-Premier Nguyen Duy Trinh deseribing the Mamila Conference. on

. Vietnam as & "Gowneil of War" ani eccusing the US of plenning to extend the
ground war into North Vietnam. .

L
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the US as "peace-loving.” This article also saw a connection between
the timing of the trip and the US elections. The paper‘s 8 October
issue contained an article mentioning demonstrations pla.nned in Aus-
tralia and New Zealand against "US aggression in Vietnam" and com-
menting that there are fears in the US that there may be demonstra-
tions in the "Asian puppet states" also, fears which De Waarbeid

saw refiected in a Waghington ennouncement that details of the % trip
would.be kept secret for the time being. The 10 October issue carr:.ed
e quotation from North Vietnamese V:Lce-l’remler Nguyen Duy Trinh’ refer-
ring to the Manila Coni‘erence as a "war council."

The Rotterdam Liberal Nieuwe Rotterdamse Courant of T October,
carried a correspondent’s report from the US stating that some US
critics regard the President’s trip as an election meneuver, while
others in the US regard the trip as confirmetion of America's "Asian
commitment.® The 8 October issue carried an editorial-style article
stating, inter alia, that the trip will contribute little to the solu-
tion of the Vietnamese problem, since all countries which the Pres-
ident will visit; except Maleya, are loyal supporters of 'the US Viet-
nem policy. The article further daid that the aim of the trip is,
rather; that of reinforcing solidarity among the -amti-Commnist Asian
lands, thus getting added foreign and domestic support for US policies.
The article also mentioned the 'br:.p s advantage (for the Democratic
Party) in the forthcoming US elections.,

Het Vrije Volk, Amsterdeam organ of the Labor Party, and De Tele-
greaf, Amsterdam independent conservative, reviewed for the period
6-1} October, made no mention of the trip. However, the issue of |
7 October {most likely to have carried at least mention of the brip)
vwes not available for review.

Noxrway

With the exception of the independent dally Verdens Gang, which
carried a UPI dispatch on page '8 of its 7 October issue, there was
no mention of President Jglnson’s Jjouxrmey in the four Oslo newspapers
reviewed. The review also included ‘the following papers: Labor Par-
ty daily Arbeiderbladet (6-8 October); CP daily Friheten (6-14 Octo-
‘ber); and SPP weekly Orientering (8 October).

Portugal

Of the three major Lisbon deily newspapers scanned for the general
period 6-14 October, none carried any editoriel comment on the Pres-

ident’s, trip. The National Bnior Dierio da 'Manba of 10 October made
brief mention of his arrival in AuSTralia; vhe | October liberal

. Republice mentioned .in a Reuters article what opposition the President
‘might expect in Australis and New Zealend, and the independent re-

publican G Seculo.of <7 October carried & brief AFP/ANI Reuters arti=
cle based. on: US-supplied informa‘b:.on,

m

H ]
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AFRICA

- - -

'I'he sparse and limited coverage devoted to President Johnson s Asien
trip “in’ the. African press availeble for the period of this survéy consisted

. almost exclusively of factual news items. The only ¥eal commentary fourd

consisted of a statement by a Malagasy columnist tH4% the trip will ha.ve

"no direct effect, om the Vietnamese situation." Also, an Algerian paper 4
mede -reference to "US aggression in Vietnam 'in the headline of a news report
on the’ Presidential itinérary. .

The press reviewed for the following countries made no mention whateyer
of the trip: Cameroon, Central African Republic » Congo. (Brazza.ville), Congo
(Kinshasa), Dshomey, French Somalilend, Guinea, Ivory Coast, Mali, Niger, .
Rezmion Island, Spanish Guinea, and Upper Volta. - '

’ The -press of the following countries was not available for the period
covered in this surveys Burundi, Chad, Gabon, Libya, Mozembique, Portugiese
Guines, Rwamda, Togo, Mauriteanie, and Ethiopia. The English-speaking coun-
tries are not ineluded in the surveya

Algeria

French-laaguage daily E1 Moudjahid, government mouthpiece published in"
Algiers,. was reviewed for the peried T-1l October. After reportiiig on 7 October
that, "President Johnson imtendsto go to Asia and -Burope, " ‘it reported his Asian
itinerary on the following day umder the headline, "President Johmsom's - °

. Prip to -Asia amd the Manila Conference Is Aimed at Strengthening US ‘Aggression

in Vietnam."” Im its 9-10 October issue s the paper carried a Hamol statement
that "tlie Manila Conferemce "will be & war comference.” The paper then de-
clared tha.t "the us Governmeﬂt, inereasingly isolated, is attempting to regain
lost gro ) Tt

Angola, 5

A review of two mejor Luanda daily newspapers (progovemment 0 Comercio
and ABC Diario d¢ Amgola) for the period 6-]12 and 7-13 Ostober, respectively,
revea.led BO ecoverage of the President’s Asian trip except for two factual
news items, both in the last-pamed paper.:. On 6 October, ABC Diario de’ Angola
carried a prief report onm the President’s itinerary. In its 10 October issue,
the paper ‘contained & news report onm the anti-Johmson demonstra.tions being
prepared in Wew Zealand and Australia by 1oca.l groups unsympathetic with
the US stand om Vietnam. .
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Al-Ra’i sl-‘Am, Khartoum progovermment daily newspaper, was reviewed
for the period T-1R October. Its omly referemce to the Presidemt’s trip, -
carried ‘on the back psgé of its 8 Octbber issue, consisted of a Wa.shingbonu
da.teline news item reporting om the trip and its security aspects.

Tunisia.
One Arabic and two French-lamguage Tunis daily newspapers, all pro-
gWemment in orientation, were reviewed for the period T-14% October.

Qm T @ctober, L'Action carried a Washington-datelime mews item repo¥t~
ing on President: Jobnson'’s press comferenmce of. 6 October vmder ‘the headline,
“Robert Kennedy Does Not Wish To Be Jokmson's Running Mate." Thé report
algo contained the anmmouncements of the Prime Ministers of Austra.l:l.a and New
Zealapd giving details of the Presidenmt®s scheduled visit. On 9 ectober,
the paper reported, without comnent, on 'th,e Sa.to samowicement that President

Johnson would mot visit Japan

La Presse de Tunisie front-paged in its T October issue & Washington-
dateline mews- repért om the FPresidenfial press conference of 6 October.

Al-Amsl made no memtiom of the trip.

3
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consisting of AP, Reuters and AFP newsg, Qispgtches origina,ting in
Washington or Gan'berra ‘ahd desling” ‘with th& -amnouncément” of" ‘the trip,

the i‘binera,ry, expected tight security, and. anticipated ant:.—US demon-
strations along the route: L“Oriemz 2 independent ; al-J'a.rida, independent 5

_and% pro«Westo ST . '

No mention of the trip was made by either Ba”thist weekly al-Ahrar
or by the £61l6wing Commiinist pepers; proSoviet daily a.l-N:Lda and”‘ e
end weekly a,l-nAkhbar al-Akhbar, a.nd pro=chicom; ’weekly Ila-=al-.§mam

> adgevhaey ¢

syria_. Ny -

The Syr:.an press s available only ‘through the pu'blica,tion date of
7 Octo‘ber, ca.rried no’ cover‘a:ge of ’bhe President 8 Far Ea,st 'brip.,' oo
Turkey
e !

Five newspapers uere rev:.ewed for the period T=13 J()c‘:ttoober° Oonmly .
Istanbul indegéndent ‘Cuhuruyat” Garried any cohmxentary on ‘the President's
Far East trip; . Its 8 October issue conthilied en editorial arbicle by
Kéyhen Saglager “titled" "While Avaiting An Encouraging Meeting;™" s‘b&ting
{hat Presidént- Johnson?® 8 sincerity ‘should: be rea:l.ized by all. and no’clng_
viewpoinks on ‘the alte‘rnetives whi.eh ‘he has’ before l:iim wmz z‘egard 1-:6 -
V’i‘.e%;mm° e .

Ulus (An.k.sra RPP organ) carried Pactual nevs i‘bems in its 7 5.8 .'LO,
and 14 "I5sueéss The 10 Octo'ber ‘item vas” headlined, “Hénoi Calls Manila
Conference ‘Iothing More Thed' & Cotncil 6f Wer;™ while the 1k Ocﬁober :
- arbiele notéd thst Pa,kistan h&d pol:.bely refused to attend tﬁe conference.

Istanbul Hurriyet (independent) » Milliyet (independen‘b), and Vatan
‘(pro-vRPP) hisd no coversge of “The ‘!',rip,,

. N S : 4
.‘:EER . e ‘
Cloese—y ¢ -~ .

LS ’ »e

Three mgor Cairo daily newspapers, all progovermnen‘b in orzen'ca=
tion, had no-éditorigl reaction to the "President’s Asian tri.p during the.
period 'Zalll- ‘October. °Their limited. cpver'age of the subjecb consisted
of news agency fa,ctual reports. e et b

on 8 Oc-&o“ﬁer, al-Ahram earried a news service report da,telined

Wa.shingson 7 ‘. Octobex;, which noted the- sédurity” e.spects of" the trip and
{he Pact thab . demonstraizions ‘against the Viétnimese' Wiy were bveing planned.
in Sushralls and New Zealand. This item was also” ‘caryi€d in thé 8 October™ - -
issue of al-Jumhuriyyah; which on 11- October also reported a Reuters item
on President Johnson s forthcoming address to 'bhe Austra.l:.e.n Parl:.amenﬁ

. On 10 Gctooer, al=Akhbar publ:.shed an AP report from -Cghberra on ... .
the White. Hous'é denia,l of any political im;glications in the Preé'idential
‘S;ripe TT o T ) ' :
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Three Nica.ragua.n da.ilies were scanned for theé period from 7 through .
12 October for coverage of Pregident Johnson's' trip to the Far Eost: Con=
servétive, anti-Somoza Ia Prensa and Catholic Ia Noticia of Managus, and
éonservative EL Céntroamericano of Leon. Ia Noticif did wot.report on the
subjec'b, 1s Prensa relied on AP reports from correspondents in Tokyo a.nd
..Wellingtam, which were carried in the 8, 11, and 12 Qctober issues. The'
8 October'- El Centroamerica,no repor‘b indicated that President Johnson was
“t seeking an "honorable peaee.

. . .
[ . ; , ) R

Seveng Panama. Ci'by daily new,s_papers ‘were, scannedxfor the genera,l per:l.od
8-17 October. Except for fwo colums by US cblmmists, ‘eovérage of 'the ftrip
was limited to news agencymeléases. The two. columnis‘bs, Bob Considine
and Barry Brown? both appetired in Bl Mundo on 12 and 14 October, respec’tive]y.

-

Leftist Ia Hora and independent Ia. Prenga, were not a.va:.]able on.9 and
10 Ockober; E Hora wes also missing on’'Il October. The issues’ sca.:ped
carrie&/no ment:l.on of’ the Presiﬂen‘b's 'bripo .

Critica (ultranetionalist, anti—Us), from 11 to 17:-October; carried . !
only one article on the trip: :a UPI release on 15 October stating that :
securn.ty within New Zealand has beén reinforced because ‘of President Johh-

son's-vigit to the country. It mentioned that -One person who had p::ev::.ously

'bhreateneﬁ the Presn.dent -has been put in a menta:l inst:.tu‘bion. :

. Consemtive El Dia 'was not available for 9 and 16 ~October. There
Wwas no-comment on the conference before 13 October. On 13, 14,:15 and 17
October, there were UPL releases in the Eh:tgl:l.sh-langthge seetion o the -
paper: the first men‘bioned that the President would hold a- press conference
on the trip; the second: sa:.d that Moyers was hopeful that peace, would be
furthered sthrofigh this ‘trip; the next one’ stated” that Rusk would travel
to. Manila egrlier than the President, and included pictures of ithe seven
heads of state;. the last one mentioned ‘the trip in connection with the an=
- nouncement -of . President de Gaulde's préss conference inmediately after the \
conference. Theissue of 17 October was the only" ‘Ohe that also mentioned
the 'brip ‘in the Spanish section; this was by means of a UPL relea.se en‘bitled
"IIBJ Goes to Far Fast in Search of Peace."

’ ponservative Ia.‘Estrella. de .Panama - for 1l=17 Oeto'ber carried four AP
releases, as follows: 1k Oc'bober, -trip mentioned in the President's press |
confeirence; 16 October, a-page 1 article by John Hightower gaying that the
next.6 months are crucia.l in Vietna.m and the Président's trip falls.within
this crucial period, Pollowed by a’ page 12 article by George MacArthur -saying
that Manila is preparing for the conference; and fina.lly, on 17 October,
‘ancarticle by Lewis Gulick stating that J’ohnson s 'brip was begimﬂhg "today"
and giving the p]ans for the trip.
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L= Peugle, daily organ of the Belgian Socialist Party, carr:ea :Ltems
on the trip in its issues of 6, 8/9, end 1k Oeto'ber, but with little comment.
On 6 October, the paper referred %0 the Manila summit as "‘the peacé con-
ference,' as President Johnson defined it s Prom which the US could very well
profit by agdin putting forth, ‘perhaps in spectacular fashion, 1ts proposals
{vhich are in fact conditionss for reaching the conference table." The 8/9
October issue mentioned. the possibility of the President's stopping over in
Vietnam and reported his itinerary, inferring that it is a great deal of
terrrbory 40 cover in aboub 15 days. On 14 Odtober, the paper quoted briefly
from the President’s ‘statements at the 13 October press conference.

The Catholic daily La Idbre Belglque carried items concerning “the Pre-
sidential trip in its issues of |, 8/9, and 17 October. The T October issue
continued two factual articles on the subject: ‘one was a report of the Pre-
sident’s 6. October press conference, while the other covered statements made
by South Korean, Thai, and New Zealand govermment spokesmen on the President’s
itinerary. The 17 October article was also strictly factual, recounting the

. President*s itinerary and referring to the conversations scheduled to take

place smong the Foreign Ministers of the participating natlons prior to the
Manils Qonference proper. In-its 8/9 October issue, la Libre Belgique again
carried two arbicles orn the Manils Conference. ' The first discussed the ef-
forts of various world leadeis o "open up the road to peace” and remarked
’cha'b President Johnson's trip "also appears to 'be somewhat fruitless’ and
mot:.vated in part by electoral preoccupations.” It discussed the latter
point and the possibilities of "regaining prestige" for President Johnson,
and also noted the President's statement in his 6 October press conference
that the object of the Manila Conference would be "Ho study the prospects ..
for a peaceful setilement ih Vietnam." The second article limited itself -
o carry:mo' the day<by-day . schedule of the trip and to da.scussing the possi-
bilities ‘of @ stop«over in Vietnam.

Demark

Of the five Copenhegen papers scanned for the genera.l period 6=l7
October, botk Social Democrabic deily Aktuélt and independent daily
Informetion of 7 Ochober carried a Reubers dispatch dabtelined Washington,
KOctober, which reported the announcement and itinerary of the President’s
journey incidentelly to coverage of his 6 October press conference. Con-
-sérvative daily Berlingske ¥idende carried a report also on 7 October by
its Washington correspondent, with no additdonel information or comment.
Communist daily Isxnd og Folk apd SPP weekly SF Blsdet made no mention of
the trip.

Finland

With the exception of one brief comment in Kensan Uublset, CP daily, .
thé major Helsinki dailies cerried mo editorial or other commentary on the
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. USSR B
A survey Of the ayailable Soviet press through 18 October revealed
light coverage of Presjdent Johnson's Asian trip. Th¢ Menila Conference,
stressed the Soﬁets, 18 being used by the US to bolster its forces in
South Vietnam.

on 14 October,” Pravda (page 3) published & report by 1te correspondent
OL'ga Chechetkina ascribing ulterior motives t6 the US im its role at the
upcoming Menila Gonference, The report stated, im part:

"President Marcos of the Philippines recemtly proposed that
¢ 'sumiit Gonference' be held in Mamila, with participation of -
i;he 'seven cowntries Pighting Communism in Vietnam.' The 'Seven'
“~inelude; hesides the-puppet Saigon ‘govermment' and the US; which
have beer 'waging aggression in Vie'bnqm, the following countries
_which are aiding this aggression:” South Korea, Tha.ila.nd, New

Zealand, Australia, and the Philippines.

‘ "Président Johnson stetes that he himself would leave for
Manila to participate in the conferemce, thus elevating it, so
* to speak, t0 & ‘higher level'. Washington's speedy praise of
Marcos® proposal was viewed throughout the world as evidence that
the U5 capita.l took the initistive for the new gathering in Manila,
or at least that the"decision was made there....

"'[McNamara's military build-up in Saigon] is comsidered a
prelude to the Manile Conference. Thus, the West zegaxds the
Manila. meeting as the ‘eulmination® of President Johmson’s tour
of Southeast Asia. Washington intends to achieve in Manila a
certain "organizational" intemsification of its plan to escalate
aggression in Vie‘bnam

"Thie Ghristi Science Monitor rgcently revealed Washington's
plan. "Yust vhen Menila Conference of the US end its allies
is promoting its ultimetum for peace comditions in Vietmam,' this
newspaper wrote, 'MeNamara. is preparing the American military machine
for a new attack.' This is Just what the US Secretary of Defense
is now doing in South Vietnanm.

“THus, the Menila Conference Wwill proceed as a meeting
of a ‘Wair Council' of thé coumtries which are participsnts in
the Vietnam aggression. How this YCouneil! will emd mey be Judged
by the statement of Vice-President Humphrey, who recently said
that a so-called 'working committee' will be set up in Mamila.
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Americen bases in the Philippines by 1991 instead of 2046, the article
added sarcastically, Referring to the "Manila war council," the
article said that the 2,000 Philippine troops being sent to Vietnam
are "certainly the advance guard of an expedition! President Marcos'
speech to the UN was condemned also. Although he proposed "Asianm
solutions to Asian problems,” the article said, he considers the
American presence indispensable and would leave out of the talks the
Far East "socialist" countries. This proposal, the article asserted,
is aimed at breaking up the Afro-Asian group in the UN. Reviewing
the history of the Philippines, Reti stated that Philippine political
life has been domlnated by the US since Edward G. Lansdale ("Quiet
American," “CIA chief resident," and "king meker") picked Magsaysay
to be president. Finally, the writer said the islands might as well
be named after President Johnson as after King Philip II.

As of 16 October, the two major Budapest dailies had not commented
on the trip.

Poland

Reaction to President Johnson's Far Eastern trip was minimal' in
the Polish press through 16 October. : ‘

Trybuna Imdu of 7 October carried an article entitled "Why is
President Johnson Going to Asia?", which was written by Zygmunt
Broniarek, permanent correspondent in the US.

%

. According to this article, there are three reasons for the trip:
"internal-electoral ..., 'solidarity' - an intention to support the
countries which are participating in the ‘effort' of the US in Vietnam,
and ‘'peace’ - an intention to appear before the world as a politician -
who seeks 'a key to peace' everywhere. However, the route itself of
President Johnson's trip indicates that there is no question as %6 the
authentic striving for peace in Vietnam on the US side. It is a uni- -
lateral trip to only those countries already supporting the US in .
Vietnan.

As to the Manila conference, Broniarek cites the Chicago Daily
News' statement that the conference has been arranged "even more
hastily and incompetently than the disorganized Honolulu conference
last February.™

The 11 October issue of Zycie Warszawy carried an article by -Anng
Pigsecka, entitled "Peace Meeting or War Conference?", which for the
most pert quoted unfavorable comments of certain US papers and the
Philippines Herald. The peace motive of the trip was questioned in
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photograph of Johnson on a map of his planne& itinerary. Coverage .in the
latter paper was fairly extensive, running into the intermational ‘page.
All other dailies gave the item brief coverage in the internationsl page.

Bl Sal'vador

Tae¢ San Salvador dailies Tribuna ILibre, Diario de Hoy and Ia Prensa
were reviewed for the general period 7 through 15 October. However, there
were 'no papers on 13 October, and only Tribumna Idbre was available :E'or 8
and ik October.

X The pro~US govermnent organ ﬂlm.buna Iibre did not mention the Presi-
dent’s trip at all.

Independent Diario de Hoy om 10 October had a UPL release saying that
President Marcos had revealed that conflicts among the conferees had ended.:
:fﬁaere was no editorial coment and no further articles in other issues.

Modera:he Ia Prensa ca.rried an AP release on 15 October saying tha.'b
the Army and® l\Te.vy will be protectg.ng the President while he is on his trip.
“Guatemsla: ' '

) Six Guatemsls City dailies (-bhe official government Diario de Cen'bro
Ame:cz.ca, Jdeftist Grafico, independent Ia Hora and Impa,cto conservative -
Jmparcisl, and leftist but: non-C"mmnunist Prensa Libre), reviewed for the
.period G-1k October, carried AP dispatches on President Johnson's Asian
trip in their-8 October issues. No additional coverage oOr commenta.ry on
the su’bject ‘appeared on succeeding days.

Honduras ¥

Five Hondwran daily pa.pers were scamled for coverage of President Johnu-
son's trip. Four of them-(EL Naciopal, the National Party organ, being .
the exception) were available for the period 6-10 October. Bl Nacional -
was reviewed for 6-8 October. -

: Independent Ia Prensa, conservative ElL Dia, :and EL Nacional did not
mention the trip, elther through news semces or editorially.. El Pueblo
on 6 October menticned that the date for the conference had 'been set, but
&id not _comment on it. Both the Iiberal Party organ EL Pueblo and govern-
ment-owned Diario del Norté carried the same Reuters release on 7 Octobers
that Philippine President Marcos bad confirmed the dates for the conference,
and that President Jobnson had accepted and would also travel to other cofin-
tries but tha:& there had been no off:.c:tal ‘word from 'l:he White House yeb.

Mexico . -

The Mexico City press from 6 to 15 0cto‘ber, in generalg was scanned
for this veport. "Three of the ma,go:e papers <- El Universal (liberal),
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Sweden

None of the three major Steockholm dailies reviewed for the periocd
6-1% October commented on.the President’s trip. Social Democratic Afton-
bladet and conservative S1ren<'ka. Dagbladet failed to provide any news cover-
age of the event, while Tiberal Dagens Nyhe’cer only carried a news ltem
in . its T October issue reporting the.announcement of the trip at the Presi-~
dent’s 6 October news conference.

Ny Dagand Tidsignal, Stockholm Communist weeklies, reviewed respectively
through 20 and 18 October, made no mention of the trip. :

S&i‘bzerlaﬁd

No commentary -on the President's trip was carried in any of the three

Swiss daily newspapers rveviewed. In his coverage of President Johnson's

6 October press conference, appearing on page one of the 8 October issue

of Zurich :I.nﬂependent Neve Zuercher Zeitung (reviewed for 6-11 October),

the paper’s Washington correspondent reported, without comment, the announce-
ments and itinerary of the President's Journey. The same information was
reported incidentally in an ATS-AFP dispatch from Hanoi on the back page

of the 7 October issme of la Voix Ouvrlers, Geneva orgsn of the Party of
Labor (Comiunist), réviewed for 6-17 October. Geneva Liberal Democrat .

" Journal de Geneve (reviewed for 6-13 October) made no mention of.the trip.

West Gema:}x.

The West German press reviewed for this survey has thus far devoted
little editorial coverage to President Johnson’s Asian tour. -On 1l October,
the Frankfurk/Main Frenkfurter Rundschau {left-center) said: "The South-
east Asian countries allied with Washington are not preparing for the meeting
with President-Johinson in Manile with any special excitement. Nore 6f the
leading politicians in Bangkok, Kuala Lxmpury Seoul, in Austrialia or New
Zealand has false ideas about the real putpose of this ...fall conference.
0fficially, the meeting id tc serve to assess the chances for ending the,
conflict in South Vietmem. Fhilippine President Marcos, who {at least
outwaruly) initiated the conference, has informed participants of an initial
agenda of six points comprising a' comprehensive catalogue for woxking out
a Pformuls for Southeast Asian security and Pfor pacifying the Vietnam conflict.
But haxdly any of the Twibed aeads of state will have any illusions about;
the fact that the meeting will probably serve President Johnson's ta,ﬂ'bical
needs in the US elacblions. . . -

"Two large Asian powers, India and Japan, have already declined to
attend.. . Thalland, despite its ¢lose cooperation with the US, will continue
to try not to expose itself more tha.n is reconcilable with its-traditional
line., Malaysia will restrict ibself te declamatory gestures;...in view of
its difficuities in North Borneo and its new distrust of I%donesia).. 000

cont’d
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"our boys in Asia" and stated that the President's trip would "relieve
him of some of the embarrassments he is facing in the November elections
at bome, where Dr Gallup's polls show that his popularity is steadily
declining. On the other hand, the trip will assure publicity [for

him] on four sides of the world."

The Belgrade daily, Borba, orgen of the Socialist Association
of the Working People of Yugoslavie, merely reported in its 7 October
issue that President Johnson was making the Asian trip and that he
would also visit South Korea, Australia; New Zealand; Thailend, and

Malaysia.

The 'Zagreb daily, Vjesnik, orgem of the Socialist Association
of the Working People of Croatia, made no reference to the trip.
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