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Date Sep 8, 2010 21:48 GMT

To : 17036133007 :

From Jason Smathers | - : _
Subsect: FOIA request, Subject: FOLA requests resultmg m mvedtigation of requéster
Dear FOIA Officer;

I hereby submit the following request under the Fresdom of Information Act.

*Records Requested®

Lrequest a copy of all FOIA requests meludmg all corresponding internal
and external communication, investigative records, and any other resulting
record where @ FOLA request was sent to your agency, Please limit
responsive records Lo those where the request arcused the suspicion of the
person or agency who received that FOIA request. Finally, limit the
responsive records to those where the FOIA request was provided to

an mvestigator or mvestigetive agency (or they were consulted), not for
response, but for mvestigation into the person requesting the records to
determine if the request was for eriminal purposes.  Additionally, please
provide any policy documents or internal communication describing when a
FOIA request should be referred to an mvestigator or an investigative
agency.

*News Media Fee Category and authorization of upto $30 in fees*

I am a member of the News Med:a as defined in 22CFR171.11{c) and request to
be billed according to the news media fee category. 1 do authorize up to

$30 in fees if thus request is denied or fees are ncurred further than the
exemption allows. I do retain the right to appéal any dental of this

request.

(o) Representative of the news media means any person actively gathering
news for en entity that is organized and operated to publish or broadceast
news to the public.

Twrite for and am gathermg news for Witnesses Unto Me, & publication whic
h

distributes among other writing, news.

The term news means mformation that is about current events or that would
be of current interest to the public,

My experience in journalism atlows me judge the current interast of a topic
to the public, Tmake this request with knowledge and belief the topic is
of current nterest to the public,

News media include television or radio stations broadeasting to the public
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at large and publshers of periodicals (but only in those instances when
they can qualify as disseminators of "news") who make their products
available for purchase by the general public.

Witnesses Unto Me dissemmates many types of writing, including news. For
an example of a recont news article, see =93CHy of Dearborn limils free
speech around Arab Festival=94 writien by myself and published June 22, 201
0

by Witnesses Unto Me. Witnesses Unto Me is available to the general public
and 1s not limited to any subset of the public.

Freelance jounalists may be regarded as working for a news organization if
they can demonstrate, such as by past publication, a lkelihood of
publication through a representative of the news media, even though

not actually employed by it.

My articles are frequently published by both Witnesses Unto Me and SBC
Voices, the two publications for which I write. Tam assured of publicatio
n

as the publisher of Witnesses Unte Me and a regular columnist with SBC
Voioss.

*Fee Waiver Request®

Tam requesting & foe waiver as a person primarily engaged in

disseminating information requesting information about alleged government
activity and T answer the following six questions (6 help adjudicate my
request for a fee waiver. 1 have a proven ability to teke raw facts,
understand them, and create a unique work from them thén distribute the
mformation to the general public. This can be verified by reviewing my
past articles.

1. The subject matter of the requested records mist specifically concern
identifiable operations of activities of the government. Request for record
s

for their informational content alone dees not satisfy this factor.

“This request specifically concerns handling of FOTA requests, an
identifiable operation of the government,

2. The disclosure of the requested records must be "likely to confribute" ¢
o
the public understanding of government operations. The requested records
must be meanmgfully mformative in relalion to the subject matter of the
request and should not already be in public domain.

*The miormation requested 1s not currently available to the public to the

best of my knowledge. Releasimg these records will contribute to the publ:

[

understanding of how FOIA requests are processed and how suspicious request



S
are handled.*

3. The disclosure of requasted records must contribute to "public
understanding of government operations.” Disclosure must contribute to the
understanding of the public at large, as opposed to the understanding of th
a

requester or a narrow segment of mterested persons. Cne must demonstrate
with reasoneble specificity the ability to understand, extract and convey
the requasted mformation as well as the ability and mtent to actively
dissemmate the mformation to the general public.

*Open government is a concem for every American. The results of this
request will contribute to the public understanding of the government's
handling of FOLA requests.*

4 The disclosure must contribute "significantly” to public understanding o
f

government operations or activities. On balance, the public's understanding
of government operations must be significantly greater after disclosure in
comparison to the public’s understanding nrior to disclosure.

*There 15 currently no understanding m the public about how suspicious FOI
A

requests are handled. This request will significantly contribute to the
public's understandmg in this area *

5. The extent to which disclosure will serve the requester's commercial
mterest, if any. Status as a nonprofit organization or representative of
the news medsa 15 not alene sufficient to satisfy this requirement,

*T have absclutely no commercial interest in this request.*

6. The extent to which the identified public mterest i the disclosure
outweighs the requester's corumercial interest.

*Thave absolutely no conunercial mterest in this request, whereas there is
a great identifisd public mterest m disclosurs.*

*Delvery of records®

You can dehver the documents Lo me in any of the following ways, listed in
order of preference, most desirable first:

Email electrorue copy:

Mail CD Rom or D‘\FD:‘

Mail paper copies only if by doing so my out of pocket expense 13 reduced.

*Format*




Electronic format is preferred. I only request paper copies if my out of
pocket expense 15 reduced by sending paper copies, in which case consider
this a request for paper copies. Tn all other situations, electronic files

are preferred. Email 15 the preferred method of sending electronic files,

but web download is another acceptable altemative. Files on CD or DVD in
the mail are also acceptable, but doing 50 adds expensive and time which 1
hope to avoid.

*In case of denjal®

H my request is denied in whole or part, T ask that you justify all
deletions by reference to specific exemptions of the act. T will also expec
f

you to release all segregable portions of otherwise exempt material I, of
course, reserve the right 1o appeal yeur decision to withhold any
mformation or to deny a fae bepefit.

*Certification™

Tdeclare, certify, verify or state, under penalty of perjury under the law
if the United States of America that the foregoing is true and
correct. Executed on September 8, 2010.

Signed,

{Tason Smathers/

Tason Smathers




