APPROVED FOR RELEASED DATE:
03-01-2011 Delores M. Nelson
Information and Privacy Coordinator

Central Intelligence Agency
Washington, DC 20505

Dear Madam:

This letter constitutes an administrative appeal under the Freedom of Information Act, 5. U.S.C,
Sec. 552(a)(6). : :

I am writing to appeal -the.--determiﬁé‘tién' by'th’e"__(jeﬁt_fai 3_'{.ﬁteiligéﬁ_?c':e'A'gency with regard to my
FOIA  request filed on 29 _'_Jﬁ_n'c_-Q(}OQ,' File number F-2009-01323 for records concerning

Lebanese drog frafficker Sami al-Khoury (also known as Samil 'Kh_oui‘y_'_-(}r'_ﬁ'Sami Khoury), who

Intelligence Agency denied iny request in’ accordance with FOIA:exemptions (b)(1) and (b)(3).
The agency has stated that it-can “neither confirn nor deny the existence or honexistence of
requested-fecbrdsﬁ.respo'n'sivé”-td-'myi"_qu:_lés't; ST

I premise-this appeal primarily upon two grounds. Firstly, information telated to'Sami al-Khoury
and to'the CIA’s kﬁowzedgeof.msac_t;is'riﬁt@g_s;'_'eXi.stgéjjrea&y.jn*th'e public domain. His activities as
a drog trafficker is cited in’ sse:ve;?al_p_rinte!d?;p;jb}iéa_'tidﬁs; References to ‘Saini Khoury can be

found, for example; in Douglas 'Va'lf:_;:iiine‘_"sﬁStrjengai‘hf'c?f the Wolf (Vetso, 2004) on pages 124,

125, 159, 170, 187, 197. A great many declassified documents related to Federal Bureau of
Narcotics” iﬁvésiigat'ic_i_ls'_intq'__.Sa_mi'."&ié&h‘d@@_-’ﬁ";'Cr;imi_n-;ﬂ;_eht'e}jjris_efs'___'can -also be found in the
National Archive in- Silver Spring, Maryland. In one: document. (which-T have enclosed in this

envelope as Attachmerit A) dated 20 May 1959, reporting FBN agent Panl Kaight describes the
waning of Iﬁioury’s3_'13f_1ﬂ_u_cn'¢e_ :arﬁongﬁ'&f{tg_'tra_f_fjckers_'iﬁ__':_Léb'aﬂOn; SRR

Secondly, I submit this appeal with the understanding that information related to Sami al-Khoury
is entirely of a historical nature. Sami al-Khoury, according ‘fo my understanding; has passed
away and, with that, all investigations into his criminal eniterprises have ceased. 1seek the release
of information info Sami al- Khoury’s activities for the purposes -of “writing a full-length

monograph oﬁ-_the;_ hi_ét'ci_r_y'éf dru gtrafﬁckmgm the MIddIeEastdurmg the twentieth century.

Look forward (o receiving your decision ‘on this appeal within the 20-day statiitory time limit, It
you -have any quesiions, or believe dj scussion of this matter would be beneficial, please contact
e directly af o T

Sincerely.—

Ryvan rmceras T
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