T I
) G',“E"Q,\: Di.uc'lor of
/';,] lcntrlilI;ano
e1nCPAS. . .‘W.\Nz_pcm Js-8LiC
(b) (1)
(b) (3)
National Intelligence Daily
Monday
14 January 1985
Cable
APPROVED FOR RELEASE
DATE: JAN 2006
Fop-Seerel—
CPAS NIDC 85011C
)

oo 361 |




Contents

Notes

Libya-Italy: Libyan Diplomat Killed 1




LIBYA-ITALY: Libyan Diplomat Killed

Political opponents of Libyan leader Qadhafi apparently are
responsible for killing the head of the infarmation office for Libya's
People’s Bureau in Rome yesterday. Press reports indicate a group
calling itself “Al Burqan" carried out the attack. Libya is threatening
to retaliate against the dissidents, as well as against supporters of
PLO Chairman Arafat and Lebanese Shias suspected by Tripoli of
colluding in the operation.

Comment: The assassination of the Libyan diplomat marks the first
serious strike by Qadhafi’s political opponents since the National
Front for the Salvation of Libya failed in its attack on Qadhafi’s
headquarters last May. The killing will boost the credibility of the
dissident movement, which has been kept off balance by Qadhafi’s
mix of strict security measures at home and murders of dissidents
abroad. The shadowy Al Burgan group, which claimed to have killed
Qadhati's ranking representative in Rome iast year, probably is small

and closely knit. Its links to the larger dissident organizations are
unclear.




