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2. IRAQ-SYRIA. ¥

AFTER FOUR DAYS OF INTEMSE. SECRET NEGCTIATIONS -
SYRIAN PRESIDENT ASSAD AND IRAQI PRESIDENT BAKR ANNOUNCED
THE . IORMATION TUESDAY OF JOINT POLITICAL AND NILITAR“
CONMANDS TO COORDINATE THE rOREIGNa ECONOMICa AND NILITARY
POLICIES OF THE TWO STATES. THE MOVE FALLS FAR SHORT OF
IRAGi HOPES FOR A FULL MERGER OF THE Two GOVERNMENTS AND




OF THE RULING BAATH PARTIES. BUT IT DOES INJECT NEW LIFE

,IN’O THE ALLTANCE.

_ “THE TWO SIDES ISSUED A POLITICAL DECLARATION THAT
V,THEY HAVE SET UP A UNIFIED POLITICAL CONNAND HEADED BY

- ASSAD AND BAKR. AND ESTABLISHED CONNITTEES TO PREPARE THE
WAY FOR A MERGER OF THE RIVAL WINGS OF THE BAATH AND T0 |

I,MORK ouT DETAILS OF A CONSTITUTION. THEY ALSO CREATED A

UNIFIEO MILITARY COMMAND. THE IRAQI INFORMATION MINISTER

CHARACTERIZED THE DECLARATION AS SETTING THE STAGE FOR A

| COMPLETE MERGER.

C”WMENT’ AS EXPECTED~ THE SYRIANS APPARENTLY CONTIN-
" UED TO RESIST SUBSTANTIVE CHANGES IN THEIR BAATH PARTY
:‘YTRUCTURE ASSAD'S REPRERFNTATIVE TO THE BAATH PARTY
COHNITTEE IS A CLOSEC ASSOCIATE KNONN TO BE SUSPICIOUS oF
IR IN HIS RENARKS TO THE PRESS. BAKR SHOWED IRRITATION

WITH ASSAD'S DESIRE FOR A CAUTIOUS. STEP-BY- -STEP APPROACH

.TTO UNITY.

MANY. OF THE NEU NEARURES ARE AHBIGUOUS AND MAY PROVF
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B 1O BE LITTLE NMORE THAN PAPER EXERCISESs BUT THEY wILL 3
%&_‘ - ALLOUW THE TWo " SIDES TO CONTINUE T0 COOPERATE ON SELECTED o | ' ! i
= .  ISSUES. THE NEW POLITICAL COMMAND APPEARS T0 DO LITTLE o
‘ MORE THAN REPLACE AN ALREADY EXISTING STRUCTURE. THE
ISRAELIS ARE CERTAIN TO BE ALARMED. HOWEVER+ IF THERE ARE
'ANY SUBSTANTIVE MOVES TO FOLLOW UP THE PROMISED JOINT R
‘MILITARY COMMAND. | e
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