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POLITICS VERSUS ACADEMIC
FREEDOW IN THE ECOLE LIBRE

-

In resent discussions of its poiitical activities
and aftfiiiations, two groups emzrged from the
0 Ecole Libre des Hautes E‘i‘udes, In New York City,
ammrwée%e#wwae§2%0~§¥ese¥ i gﬁfgic freedem, the
Shqre sctively

other anxious to-have the Ecoie ot
the de Gaslilst cause. - The matier came '™

the Ecoie register under the Foreidgr Agents Reg?®

tration Act. An exémpt?on formuls has deen found
_ providing that no move than twenty 'per cent of ithe
Bs _ schooils facu.lty and board shall have peut?cal
a'ffii-iationé'n Friends hope that the institution
“wiil) pow recover from the damage to Its prestige.

THE interest of the- French here was recent?y aroused by a strugq!e which

broke out at the Eco?e Lnbre des Hautes Etudes, a university established

twvo years ago by a qrcup of exiled French and Belgian professors in con- 4A£;

junction with the Mew School for Sccial Resrarch in New York City. Th,q .

HYyouloy

struggle, wh:ch resul ted in the resignation of the chief'administratsve
officers of the institution, was touched off by the request of the Depaet

ALL ¥ DIFOR CONTAINED
E B WAJ‘ lL&M :

ment of JuStice that the Ecole Libre register under the Foreign Agerits .
Registration Act, since it was subsidized by both the Belgian Government-

tin-Exile and .the French Commi tte@ of Mationa! L} berataon The Departmeni
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of Justice in making this request was also iak?ﬁg into account the fact
that in spite of the Ecole Libre’s primary function as a university, it
had frequenily sponsored avents of a political nature, and also that .
many~of~§{s French faculty members were at the same time affiliated

with organizations designed directly to foster the cause of thefFrench

Comm tteuu

Tn the ensuing feud, which .in the end had become a matter of concern.

1

both to th JFrench Delegation and to author=+se¢ in Algiers, the directing ,

ZARN cmcomares = = ex

figures aL the Ecole Libre became roughi davadea into two factions. One

" groun,. including the president, the philosopher Jacqueg/Maritain, was
ch{ef1y interested in dafending the principie of acadenic’ freedom and was
in favor of e?im?naiing any members and activities which would require the
scheol ouhlicly to be labeled an agent of the French Committee; their
auacnents desired on the contrary to register Outfight under the Foreign
‘Agerits Registration Act in order to be able to continue, and even to in-
Crease, their pol?tica3 aftivitiesn By many of the scholars invelved it
was feit that the questions that had arisen concerned not onuy the im=-
mediate fate of the Ecoié {ibre, but also its wh sle future as a meaﬁc of
Franco-American inte!leciual isison after the war.

A comprnmisé formula was f?naily’fOund which proved acceptabie to the
Department as well as to Dr. A¥viﬂ§50hns¢nﬂ'd.reutor of théﬁngh§£§pol for
Social Research, of which the Ecole Libre.des Hautes Etudeslns a part.
Whethe% the com:romise soiution will prove to be stable femains to be seen.
Aithough their aims were greatly modified, it is the more politically
minded group that is now in control of the administration. Mady of their

colleagues are still far from appeased, and much depends on whether the
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anthrope?ogist Pau]*ﬁivet, at oresent cultural attache of the FCNL in
Mexico, who was choéen to succeed Maritain as president of the Fcole
Libre, will agree to accent the post. A larger question, which, however,
il probably not alter the main lines of. the aoaflict is of course now
posed by the-possibility that many of tnose unvolved will siortly be able

to rnturn to their own country,

Purpose mnd Persoantities The Ecole Libre was founded in February 1942
of the Feole Libre ~ - in conjunction with the New School, as “a
' . v oermanent institution of higher learning,".

by a group of French and Belgian professors living in the United States.:
it received a $10,000 grgnf from the Be!gian‘Government~in—Exi§e, and
shurtly afterwards began receiving a monthly subsidy of $1,C00 — now
raised to $2,000 — from the%?ighting French', 1ts first president was the
eminent educator and art hisiorian Henri Fecillon, who died iater in the
year and was succeeded by vice president JacqGues Maritain. The two other
original vice presidents were the Belgian Byzantine schoiar, Henrf%GFégg%re,
and the Russian-born French historian, Bor:z&&f?g- uet:ev-tch

The school, wh:ch by May 1942 already had close to one thousard stu-

dents, soon expanded frem its origina! three faculties of Lnterature, Law,

- and Sc ence. headed respec tbG/ay by Protessors. Gustavey CohenP Boris M;rk ‘ne

Guetzevitech, and Jacqunégﬁagamardq it also.included a department of Art
and Drematics under the direction of the well-known movie producev, Jesn
Benoit-tevy. To these have now been added various departments and sections
including an -institute of Sociology, a depariment of Qriental! and Slavic
Stuiies, and several “study centers” devoted to Latin-American affairs. '

The pre<en+ faculty consists of ninety~nine members, although some of th@%*
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.f// such as Henri Lauqxer, rector of the University of Aiqvers, and Henr!

‘ j*éqﬂﬁe@ ‘Gommissioner of informatloq in the French Committee, are purely
nonorary. )
' A few of the faculty members,'inci&d%ng some of those who have been
most ;onabECUous in the Ecole Libre’s affa:rsy enjoy oniy a mediocre
reputat on in academic civcles, and have caused a certain amount of
criticism to be leveled at the school as being run by “oppcriunists.®
Several members qf the faculty, however, have been among the most
universa?}y respected of contemporary European scholars,” as well as men
devoted to the principle of free intellectual endeavor. This spirit, and
the high academac tradition reprasented by a large part of the faculty,
have been responsible for the Ecole Labre s success and also for the

widely held hope that the institution would. be permanent.

| Ecole Li fr inni !
The De Gonliism of The Ecole Libre was from the beginning frankly

the Fcoie Libre oriented in favor of de Gaulle, an attitude that

_ ~has come in for more criticism lately than in 1942,
when the qrea?»majorify of the French intellectuals who had come here since
1940 were in sympathy with de Gaulle. In any case, mnst of the founders of
the Ecole Libre did not confuse their support of the Fighting Freach with
the auorbach of such a gurely nont:pa; arganization as France Foreyer, and
at least im theory made opposition to Vichy the only no}iticaT requirement
for membership on the faculty. This mcant the cxrjqﬁnon ol on.v “two of the

L S

Frenchmen then associated with the New SChGO}\kLDUv Rougier,

who made no

secret of his sympathy for Petain, and Roge?@{xcawd‘ otessor of constitu-

[

tiosnal iaw. Picard couid perhaps have joined {f he had cared to; he is nnt
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/?)Lhynaux, an ardent opponent of Vichy. However, there have alwéys been

. members should s'gn a statement renudiating Vichy and deciaring their loyaity

'y
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generally considered to‘be<a Vichyite and has denounced the Vichy regime
in writing (Pour la Yictoire, 24 June and 1 July 1944), although he was
recently charged by the de Gaullist pape ﬁﬂranne drerioue {16 July} with
giving legal assistance to the Vichyite directors of the Bank of France.
The only prominent anti-de Gaullist who became a member df the Ecole Libre
faculty was the medieval scholar and Christian trade unionist, Pag}}d
important differences in the attitude of the "de Gaullist" members toward
de Gaulle, and toward the general problem of the relation betwéen.a univei—
sity and a pol itical movement.
.Qne issue which brought these differences into play and elicited
accusations of undue political control was the requirement, forhh}ated‘by
the direstors at-the time of the founding of the Ecole Libre, that faculty

te the Fighting French. With this requirement a large part of the faculty

comol ied. Vignaux, however, refused to sign the statement, giving as his
reasons, first, his objection to the introduction of a political issue in the
administration of a university, and secondly his vpposition to certain ten-
dencies of the de Gaulle movement. Others of the faculty, although they did
not share the second of Vignaux's reasons, :ef&sed to sign the statement on
principle, and after some heaied discussions of the matter, all were per-
mitted to remain. |

"Until interrupted by its conversations with the
political jettvities Until interrupted by i

and Affitintions Department of Justice, the Ecole Libre engéged in

various activities of a political or semi~political.

nature in support of the de Gaullfst cause. Ambng the first of these -
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extracurcicuiar activities was its coi]aborat' on with three other de
Gauitist orqanezataanqziﬁranq Forever, the| rranco—@uerican 1 Club, and the
jh\ree Feench Relief Sommittss} in the afganzzauicn of a Free French week
&tﬁtf??QQﬂ.Hﬁusa,!n New York City {8-14 July 1942}, n 1943 the Feole
Libre sporisored a Bastilie Day mee ing at the New Scheol which Ccﬂﬁhneﬁ'
inteliectual discourses on the ?ate.ature and history of Basiilles Day,
with ardent pieas for the recognition of the French Committeo by seversl
orators, inziuding Henyi Gregoire and Henry Torres of Frdace~gmériqueu
" Anvther h?ghiy successful political event heid under the auspices of the
Ecole L* o*e was ,Ls anniversary meeting last etruarv, whncn was distin-
guished by the address of the British Ambassador, Lard Halifax, and which .
was much publicized in the de Gaullist press here as a celsbration of
British friendship for the Fr&nch Commi tiee. .
Aside frem its offyc:al connection wi h such ‘events, the Erole stre
s considersd to have been involved fin poli tical affairs through the
affiliation of many of its members with cher.Frenqh organizations in this
countiry; seme of them official. Until the recent érisis, those sc affiliated
included Robert Valeur, head of the Prwnch Press and !nformatnon Service;
’Guﬁﬁﬁgiznn of the French Delegation; Prefessor Lou}éjﬁ&g&lne who hfads

L) o

o confidential “"Scientific Mission,? whose guariers are in the Franch

3e1e1acvon in New York:; and Francxé\Perrsq now deputy to the Provisional
C@nSu? tative Aesembiy in Algaers1 PIOfESaOr\ Hadamard and :lbert?Lh:n
among mher‘so are d‘r@ctor of France Forever; ‘and Jean¥ eno:ﬂ&{evy, a?so
a direc*ny of the (.nnca«Ameracan Club, has been extremely active in pro~-
mating the de Gaullist cause in rzdio and movie circles, through the

channels of the French Prass and information Service. The most direct

— —
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political influence on the Ecole Libre has been that exerted by the cultural
attache of the FCNY, Henrﬁ%@eyrig, who has to apﬂfcve all the funds received
by the'Eco{e from the French Commitiee. Of the Belgians, the most prominent

poiitical figure is former Premier Paul van Zeeland.

Sevi-poiisical Ocherslﬂf.the Ecole Libre faculty are connected with or-

LFFiitattons ganizations which, while primarily cultural, have served

' indirectly to create sympathy for the FCNL. Theqxrench
Ftpubitcan Comn:ttee, whose one entrance into the political scene was the
holdang of a receptson for Minister Henru\hoppenot snort!y after his appoint~
ment here, is made up almost entirely of Ecole Libre members, as is the

s e . % : s el e
ecitorial board of the mag:znﬁ;}%O Republigue Francolse, which is financed

by the ar? dea?er, Fe?zx}&ridpnst&an. Although the magazine has no wide in-

fluence, the informal weekly gatherings which it sponsored at the Wildenstein
galleries during‘ the winter of 1943*1944,’were attended by many outstanding
representatives of the Fraach-colony, as well as of -other European exiie
groups; the impromptu talks given'at thase meetings under the chairmanship of
Beris Mirkine-Cuetzevitch weie for the most part intellectwal rather than
exhortatoryl.éut al I+ derived frem a common approva! of the Algiers regiméo

A simiiar atmnsphere prevailed at the “Eontigny"'sessidns held at
Mt. Holycke College during the summers of 1942 and 1943 under the direction of
Cean Gustave Cchen and pther Fcole Libre scholars. Founded in imitation of
the famous Entretiens de Pontigny in pre-war France, where close to one hundred
of . the leading intellectuals of Europe used to assemble annually at the Abbaye
de Pontigny, country p]acn of ?he'ohiioSboher Paul Desjardins, the Mt. Holyoie
sessaons consisted of a six weeks® sympesium on }iterature and the social.
sciences. They were attended by most of the members of the Eco!e Libre and
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by French scholars connected with other institutions, as well as<by many
outstanding American intellectuals. Aithough the discussions were for the
most part not directly political in content, and were sometimes highly
abstrUSé, the gatherings quite naturally served as an occasion for exten-
sive and usually ardent political talk, which by the nature QfAthe parti-
cipants was mostly de Gaullist in tenor. A leading figure in this as in
other activities per?phera] to the Ecole Libre was Mi rkine~Guetzevitch,
whose ubiguity in the New York French intellectual scene has been much

- resented, and who was deposed at the end of iast su&mer as a director of
the Mt. Holyoke antigny, The meetings are being held again this summer
but, presumably as a result of the Ecole’s recent vicissitudes, are being
confined to cultural discussions.’ '

: taving proceeded more or less serenely in thi
feademtc freedom: Having pro § serenely in this

the Noritain Paction pol i tico-academic fashion for two years, many of

‘ thé French members of the Ecole Libre were stunned
by the suggestion that they were fun;tioaing as "’age'nts"I of the French
Committee of National Liberation. This appellation seemed to them to cast a
slur on their intellectual integrity, and to carry a suggestion of poi%ticai‘
control which they insis{ed was'not warranted by the fact that the Ecole
Libre received funds from foreign political sources; in all their work at the -
school, they said, they had been left entirely free, and they were indignént
at what they took to be the implication that they would Have accepted sub~
sidies on any other condition,

A further embarrassment was that a good many of the Ecole Libre'schoiars
had never considered themselves "de Gaullists” in any narrow sense, and some

of them in private had lately begun to wonder if democratic processes were
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sufficiently guaranteed by the French Committee. This increasingly

Critical attitude on the part of a section of the Ecole Libre faculty has

been part%cuiariy_notiée&b]e_since General de Gauile's visit to this
country in July,® but, even haefore the visit, was 30 pronounced as to
heighten the distaste of such scholars as Jacques Maritain at the pros~
pect of having a political label attached to them. -

" Until the meeting of the board of the Foole Libre in 'June, this wing,
which had the support of all the Belgians on the faculty, was in control
of the administration. .Being detemmined at any cost to preservé the ¥

appearance as well as the fact of .academic ‘freedom {an attitude in which

support 2d by‘several American educators including
President Robert.jutchins of the lniversity of Ch%caga},kthey undertook to
satisfy the conditions necessary f6r an exemplion un&er the Foreign Agents
Registration Act,” agreeing to abstain from political activity and to drop
from the facult y ail those officially connected with the FCNL. Some of
them even discussed the poscibility of finding private funds for the support
of the fecela Libre so as to sever their financial dependence on the French

Committee and the Belgian Government-~in-Exile.

‘On the other side of *he conflict was a {rﬁ led b
Tho De Gnullisis . On t © ° group y

Professors ClaudeN LGV! Ntrauss, louis Rapkine, and Jean
BenOithLevv, and considered to be dominated b@ﬁsnd the scenes by the cnl-
tural attache of the FONL, H“ﬂfl Seyrig. Seyrig's role was particularly

resented. by the "academic freedom” wing, since they felt that he had no

¥ See "The French in the United States Siace de Gaullels visit,n
FN Number 206 of |5 August 1944,
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..rignt to interfere in the Ecole Libre's affairﬁ and especially no mandate
to discuss those affairs with the Department of Justice. '

The Seyrig faction, which was sharply attacked in two articles in the
anti~de Gaullist pour ln Vietolre (10 June, 24 June}, objected to the.
comprom? se ag}eed to by Méritain and Mirkine. They maintained that it
would be hetter to announce themselves openly as an arm of the French'
Cormittee, and accused those who preferred not to fegister of "lack of
patriotism.® In Pour lo Victotre, the efforts of the Seyrig group were
described as_aimingfto transform the Ecole Libre into "a veritable propa~ .
ganda agency®: the paper expressed “consternation® at such a spectacle of
Franch spiritual deterioration, and praisgd the Belgians and others on the
fgCu%ty who were trying to keep the school free of "political agitation.”
The moderate de Gaullists agreed fo?vonce with Poyr'ln Ftcioireg All of
them, as well as all of the Belgians and the few ltalians on the faculty,
were ready to resign if the proposals of the Seyrig w?ﬁg were adopted.
This would have left only a handful of the original faculty, and not the
most distinguished in the academic field, _

Another factor which the group favoring ouiright regigm_

tration was obliged to consider was that Professor Alvin

QJohnson was unwilling to have the Ecole Libre continue under New School
ausp?ces unléss it were purged of ooliticai i'nfluences° At the board

The guicowrs

meeting |n June, Mari tain res:gned as president {which he had wanted to
do on parsonal qrcunds in any case] and Mirkine-Guetzevitch. and Alexandre
‘\&gyre, secretary general ‘of the Ecole Libre, were ousted from the adm:na~

st*at;on, which was taken over by Levi-Strauss, Rapkine, and Benoit-Levy.

The new directors, however, could not carry out their original proposals,
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since Dr, Johnson, who attributed the unfortunate asnects of the situation
largely ts the activities of Seyrig, was by then orepared to dissolve the
Ecole Libre rf necessary and form a new group later under a dafferent
fname, Al though the Ecole Libre might have been able to continue on its
own, most of the directors felt that their connection with the New School
was a vita) consideration, _ .

The solution finally reached provided that an exemption formula would
be granted to the Ecole Libre if no moré'than twenty ter cent of its
faculty and of its board had political affi!iations,. This‘compromise was
accepted by the "academic freedom® wing as well as by the Belgians., who
are now reoreSented on the board by Professor MarceljBarzin. Dr.- Johnson

didate for. president and Johnson had previously expressed doubt as to
whether Rivet, although he might technically forfeit his connections witn
the French Committee, would actually divorce himself from politics on

. coming to the Ecole Libre. &y de Gaullists, on the other hand, Rivet has
sometimes‘been considered to be rather too critical of the French Commi ttee,

an attitude which has been ascribed to his staunchly Socialist convictions

dnd connections. He is in any case, widely respected as an anthropologist

‘and as the founder of the Musee de I°Honme, and it is felt that his appoint-
_ment° which aopears to be sattsfartory to all factions of the Ecole Libre,
wiil help to- .restore the now somewhat damaged orestige of the instituticn.
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