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(b) (3) . - MEMORANDUM
" SUBJECT: Hanoi's Motives
- . - NCIE: This memorandum represents the conclusions arrived at after

discussion by a.na.lysts from CIA, INR, and DIA. =

l. Hanoi's move almost certainly does not foreca.st a change

Ain its war a.ims but “the sta.uement of 3 April is e signlflce.nt ,f ,
e
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| depa.rture in tactiecs. The North Vietnamese leaders have abandcaned
| the:.r a.damantly-held pos:.tion that there could. be no offz.c:.al

v contacts at a.ll befcre the boubing uotally ceased.’

‘ é. There is one possi‘ble motz.vation which we would virtua]ly
rule out: whlle Hanoi nmey have been concerned. by the mounting costs
of, an accelera.ted military effort '3 it was not constralned by |
inability to ca.rry on the wa.r It may -- 'bhough we doubt that
'bhis was importa.n‘b - have felt tha.t the President had lefd
himself free to ca.rry out a major esca.lation of the con.f‘:.ct i?

the response was negatlve or long-delayed.
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: durlng the w:.nter-spr:.ng offensive. However th:.s may be, we "

3. The quickness of Hanoi’s response suggests that it

,may a.lxeady have deci ded, before the Pres:.dent's statement, to

- go over to "ta.lk—flgh " ta.ct:.cs :x.f‘ an opportun:.ty offered J.tself '

believe that DRV motives were (2) to assure themselves that the’

' re'spite in bombing which they now ha.ve will continue, and hope-- B

fuJ_'Ly to force the U8 to a complete cessa.t::.on of all bombing of ‘

" the North; (‘o) to exploit sentment within the US in favor of

ending the war, and if possi‘ble to lea.d the s Government to a

-

. point where US publl«- op:x.nion would not tolera‘be a reversal

towa.rds ‘heightened conflict; (e). to mtensify div:.s:.ons ‘oetween

the Us and the GVN, and (d) to accelera.te dlse.rray in Saigon arnd . zzw "

undermine the wz.]_hngness of the South Vletnamese to fight.

k. It is poss:.ble that Hanoi read the Pres:x.dent's sta.tement o

as a decisive change in US policy -- an admssion of unwillingness
to contn.nue the war, and a first step towa.rds a.ccepting the con~ .
seq_uences. A’c leasf from Hanoi's po:.nt of v;Lew, the situation

in both the Us a.nd South Vietnam since Tet mus’c Seen much more
vulnerable to talk—i‘lght tactics, and to offer an opportun:.ty '

for Hanoi to explore {:he poss:.‘oillties of a. sett'!.ement on 'l:erms

favora.ble to it. For the North Vietnamese mzst, afber a.ll, ve ~ -
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; 'conscious of strains in their society arising from the war, as
i - 'well as of the opportmxities offered by the present situation.
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