CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY

INTELLIGENCE KEMORAKDUM HO. 275 o . 3 March 1950
SUBJECT: Frobable. Effect of the Hay Ionth Rally in Berlin

"~ - s The current Soviet effort to nndermine the position of
the Western Powers in Germany—-»evident in ‘Soviet interference with
German traffic to and from Berlin and in intensified "National
Front" propaganda-~will be continusd in the announced Free German
Youth (FDJ) relly in Berlin during 28-30 May. According to Bast
German Communist offioials, the rally will include more than 500,000
. youths, representing the East and West sectors of Germany, the USSR,
- the .Satellites, China, ‘France," Italy, and the UK. Repartedly, the
. FDJ plans to employ a militant: .group of 20,000 to counter expected
resistance in tha Western sectors. S _

T 20 Through the FDJ rally, the IBSR uill attack ‘the "aggressivs"
- plans of the Western Powers in Germeny vwhile portraying ths USSR as
- the sole champion of peace and German wnity. Designed to appeal to
~ the martial spirit of German youth; t,he rally has the further purpose -
- of attenpting to enconrage Gsrmanx you support the East German
Republis (ena)o . The prop ' reveal the

rs of the ciﬁyo

._'able ecmomic prospecte 1n th_ ;;Wéa'

ke Dasp:lte the pacifist s].ogans which the German Communists
will bear as they enter the West sactors, the East Communists are
- likely to provcke violence with the West sector police force and, ’
- if possible, with Western military units; The FDJ rally will probably -
-include a delegation from the East Germem paramilitary polica, though
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these police may not appear in armed militery formations. Use of
arzed or motorized paramilitary units would obviously increase
prospects for viclence on a serious scale,

. 5. FDJ-instigated viclence, regardless of its intensity, would
not directly involve the USSR, would serve as a probing operation
- to test Western reaction to violence in Bsrlin, and would have the
- advantage of providing the East Germens with martyrs. (Somo saboe
tage is possible, although this would mot be aprimary cim of the FDJ.)
A Soviet move to seize Barlin through the FDJ is not likely for the
following reasons: (a) the USSR probably considers a GDR attempt to
selze and hold the city would be umsuneccessful without direct Soviet
troop assistance; and (b) the USSE is pursuing a policy of gradual
attrition with respect to Western Power cccupation of Berlin.




