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Peru: Army Steps Up Antidrug Effort

After long claiming it had to focus almost exclusively on Sendero Luminoso
insurgents, the Peruvian Army has become significantly more engaged in anti-
drug missions.|




Senior commanders almost certainly hope that the Army’s amidrug‘successes
in the southeast will help refurbish its image; which has been battered by

highly publicized charges of human rights abuses |
Army commander General Hermoza per-

nally touted the Army’s recent drug seizurtlas and arrests, according to press
reports/

After the Army’s recent
progress against the Sendero Luminoso, the senior command will be hard
pressed o point again to the insurgency as a credible excuse to abandon its

new counternarcotics calling.l:l
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