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30 June 1987

SURIECT: Talkina Points for Morris Busby :.» ‘Use with SecState

-~ Three members ot the Nicaraguan Rg~istance {NR)
directorat¢e spent the week wWith the NR arwed forces at theic
military headyuarters in Honduras. The visit helped establiseh

yrod rapport and further cootdination between the political and
mititary NR eftort, .

-~ The me»ting between President Reagan and the NR
directorate has been po<tponed until late July.

- the Costa Rican
Qovernment recerul]ly orarred a s kdown on all support
mechaniom:s for the Nicaraguan Resistance Army/South (ERN/South).

-= 1n order to hivhiiaht the June 26 anniversary of the

sandinista-enforced cloring of La Prensa, a numbezJE;;::::::]

tranged for the placement of spe
Lwrrfr?vrmvwvv—WTJthe event. Pertinent articles and editorials
were widety placed throuahout Latin America and Europe.

~- We vostimate that total Resistance strength is 19,783
comhatants, 15,963 of whoam are deployed inside Nicaragua.
These figures are bhroken down as follows:

In~Country Total
ERN/Notth 11,732 15,756
Kian 946(?2) , 946
ERN/Gouth 3,042 3,142

-~ In the irut six months of this year, NDR forces have
carried out 402 counfirmed attacks against Sandinista
infrastructure targets - 19 in January, 37 in Pebruary, 66 in
March, 106 in april, 83 in May, and 91 in June. {(May and
June'ss figures are incomplete, and these numbers will increage.)

-- Most recently, the intensity and scope of combat inside
Nicaragua has continued at a brisk pace.

-~ Fighting was especially heavy in the Quilali area

in tate June, where he
Sandinistas suftereg_iﬁ_3EtTﬂIftB_IU_KTITEE_Tﬁ_i_IIﬁgrc_hay'3

fighting. Reporting is incomplete, |
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~- Rerintance torces vontinued to strike at soft
intraatructure taraet &, attacking a power pylon north of
Mapagua and disrued nn electric service in Corinto while a
Sovivt oil tanker wask hering urnloaded,

- at least two
small gtuulF_WT_WF?T?THT?F_TTHHTETS_TBUME_Zg°30) had blown up

an electricai tower in ~cuthern Military Region 2. The
Sandinintas evident 1y were cancerned that one or both of the
qroups wete heading toward. PuntapHuete, and probably feared
that the aigtivlid ttere cnuld come under some sort of threat.

| some Nicaraguan
Resistancse Army /North [FINNorth) units have been successful in
discouptine road traffic in Nicaragua while others have not.
supreme commander Pecmudrz reportedly stressed that ERN/North
had to demonctrate tts ability to carry out simultaneous and
well-veondinated cperrations inside Nicaraaua.

-~ Recont repeet! cng rndicates that Resistance attacks
anaiast intrastructure rarqets are having an impact on the
Nicataauan econemy am! tmhar the Sandinistas are instituting

some draconian measurs~ v deal with the situation, In late
Mine,

fre Wicaraguan €cOnomy was Surrering

mianiTicant Iy fror the ¢3vil war and[ | the Nicaraguan people
increasinily were vorcin, their displeasure. Much of thisq::::]

var idge tr the stierctiveness of the Resistance in
TOSLIvY . DY evonomic tarast o,

Lﬂ | sandinista
Defeonce Minister numberto rt.ega indicated recently that the

Nicaraguan mititary has been under orders since May 1987 not to
take prisoncrs in canfrontations with Resistance forces, One
of the reasons cjted tor this policy

in Manaqua's desire notr to have to su n € €d econom

purden of feeding and tending prisoners,

~-D_l_ﬂ_nTl_]TV_ﬂ_n‘rﬂT7_WtﬂTU’n_ﬂ'ﬂ'l_l‘ﬂq_“Esome 100 denettiona
accurel e mid-to-late June
perind, This apparentiy has been causing great consternation
among units in the militar; region, and prompted one of the

local brigades to issue harsh orders that the deserters be
hunted down and captured.

-

che Sandinistas have
been targeting the communicationsg ot uaspecified U.8. units
since at Jeast 25 June 1987,
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e Ml=T17 ppter crates delivere Y — e T S TTETTC N
o the part of Curipto have been moved to an afirfield near
Managua, probably for assembly and checkout. When assembled,

they will raise Njcaragqua's inventory of MI-17 armed transports
to 30, :

== Duriny the jeriod, rine aecrial resupply miasions were
tlown, deliverira 11,737 pounds of combat supplies and
equipment to Coutta forces in Micaragua. Since the resumption
of United States’ rcsistancé, 19€ missions have been flown and
765,923 pounds (383 tons) of supplies delivered.

== The draft Mil.tary Budget Proposal for FY8B has been
submitted to Stale 1o consideration.

L !two
Reajirctance syndon' s wore Injured during unrelate £aining

acclident s,

-~ The first injured trainee lacerated his eye on a
Hiecs of harbad wire. The iniury was so severe that the eye

vould pat be saved, it has been removed and the patient is
recupecating in inolation, .

-= Later in the day, the second injury occurred when a
trainee, eonntrary to pre-rxercise instructions, picked up a
grenade simulator that ha! failed to detonate. The device
detonated in his hand, atmost completely severing the thumb.
The thumb lias beon reattached, buk it ig too s00n to know
whether the thumb can be saved. This patient is also
recuperating|

=~ Currently, there are 1.5 million pounds of cargo at

awaiting movement to Honduras., W ocking at
< wport this cargo enmasse(__________g_lxg_w

== A C=5A carrying approximately 260,000 pounds of ordnance
was successtully villoaded in one and one haif hours at
Palmerola Airbase. A C-130 was utilized to shuttle this cargo
to Aguacate on 1 and 2 July.




