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ENa*lonal ldentity Among BB R
;:theSonet)UzbeksE_ AR RS

1. The 12.4 million Uzbeks of the Soviet Union arc by far the most numcrous
I |'of the non-Russnan nationalitics of Central Asia. Their identity is founded in

- éommon raclal historical, lmgulsuc, and religious characteristics, as well as
a.common core of customs and Vlalucs. In the recent past, they identificd
3 thcmsclvcs by placc of residence, clan affiliation, or simply as “Muslim,”

: but now: thcy refer to thcmsclvcs as a nation. The Uzbcks' cthnic sclf-
1asscr twcncss and national consciousncs< is in part the outcome of Sovict
i | policics anmcd at establishing scparate nationalitics among the Central
I I'| Asian population and in part rcﬂccts a historical process of etinic
.17} |consolidation.[ | I
‘Ef,zif'«“i: ! '

| | These S(Iwu:l policics that have cmphasnzcd cthnic national identity are
havmg somc unintended consequences. As Uzbek national sclf-asscrtion
emerges, so do tendencies toward Russian-Uzbcek friction, rivalry, and
: ammos:ty There is no wudcsprcad political protest or dissecnt among the
‘Uzbck people, howcvcr. and the Sovnct regime remains firmly in control. In
1 I general, Uzbeks cxpress a quiet Optlmlsm and confidence that is bolstcred by
il la burgeonmg Uzbek population and an emerging native clite. This clitc. has
| | taken the lcad in many of the rchglous cultural, and technical developments
A occurrmg 'among thc non- Russnan natlonalltlcs of Sovict Ccntral Asia. J
. Ovcr a mllllon Uzbcks in Afghamstan sharc many social and spiritual values
iL with the Uzbcks of the Soviet Union. On the other hand, important cultural
:{ and economic differences between Sovict and Afghan Uztcks have emerged
.I'since the bcgmmng of the Soviet regime. Wc know little about the current
‘[ status and nature of tics between the two groups: On the surfuce, Sovict
' Uzbcks dre rclauv'ly indifferent to the Islamic revolution i in Iran and to the
Muslim résmancc in Soviet occupied Af ghanman. We cannot howcvcr.
? '-prcdlct how thc Uzbcks may cvcntually rcspond to thcsc cvcnts. *

,Note' This papcr ls part ol' a larger study on the Smlaet Musllm minomicq. It has been issued
. }lepnratcly because of the interest generated by rccenl developments in the Muslim border -
‘arcasof thc USSR. Component papers on the other Muslim minorities of Soviet Central Asia

i| and the Calucasus are forthcoming, to be followed by a paper addrcssmg the broader

/ :lmplicationd of Muslim minoritics in the Sovict Unlon.D -
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" 'mines. Most Uzbeks. kowever. work
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he bek SSR ‘home to over 10 ni!lllon Uzbeks is a’
; llarid ’ vasr deserts and fertile oase:. It has an area Qf
447, 440 square kllome!ers. abouf lhe sizeof Sweden. o '
' Two af:he region's major rivers, the Amu Darya in
ithe :ourhwcst and the Sy: .larya in lhe norlhwm. form
AR muuial boundaries. Afghanistan lles on 'the southem
. border qf the republic. The Uzbek S’SR has'an ]

Iunusualiy diversified economy. It ranks third among

" :the world's cotton producers, has' exlenﬂve reservcs o
lnamral gas, and has one of the worM s Iargest gold

»
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. Shared physwal appeara
- Ireligion and a'common rejof custom’ and values‘ .
[contribute to eomemporary Uzbck idenmy. These

cver, is not'just a homogcnohs amalgam ol' national

clan affiliation. He may also | haVc called h:msclf
simply “Muslim,” using thai single word todescribean

still emphasize particular; clan or Imgumlc affiliations

‘ i land a few others may pcrcewc themselves i intermsof a_
‘broader Islamic commumty'r most Uzbcks today prob-

lably ldcnuf y thcmsclvcs exclusively : as Uzbeks.’ D

: P [ 1
Thc Sovnc' rcglmc S cncourlgcmcnt of thc riscof an
Uzbek nationality has meant the cmcrgcncc of an

and expression of natnonai pndc. Uzbcl: nauonal
identity is nourished by the fact that Uzbeks arc by far’
the most numcrous and most dcvcloped group among
Sovict Central Asians. F urthermore, almast all the
important cultural and hnsténcal cltis of Central
:Asia—-such as Bukhara, Khwa. Kokand Samarkand
‘and Tashkent—are sutuatcd in the Uzbek SSR, or

e Uzbcknstan. Uzbcks claim as thenr awn thc heritage of

Central Asia's leaders, scholars. pocts. and writers,
‘'The Uzbeks are a slgmﬁcadt forcc m thc Ccntral

ties and educational msmutnonsf—-secular and
Islamic—are in the rcpubhc. lnctcasmgly. the Uzbcks

il view themselves as responslblc for the culwral develop-

.| ment of Uzbcekistan, Condescending at times even to
'| Russians, the Uzbeks oftén assume th.. ro!e of “elder

brother" to other Centml Asian groups.( g

: 1 Each of two subzroups. lhe Khormn.s in the -Ltem pan ol’
' | Uzbekistan and the Ferganis in 'the cast, views itself as the “purer™

! duﬂ'erem Idmu). and measure o!' social eohaivem:s.

hxstory. languagc. nd by

1. lclements underlie the Uzbclt pcrecphon‘ of themselves, | y
1 it - |(“us™) delineated from others. (“thcm"). ti’ac latter, for' ,
SR X example, mcludmg Russmni. Ukranmans. and fellow ;|
. [Muslims as well. Contempo}ary Uzbek |dent|ty. how-

| ;:j characteristics. An Uzbek of former ycars ‘would have !
-} |identified himself in terms of hls placc of l‘csndcncc or |

. laggregate of cultural, psychploglcal and social tradi- |
‘i itions, attitudes, and customs. While some Uzbeks may

PN ‘
. The young and old af Uzbekistan

Uzbek national conscnousnc&s national sclf-asscmon. ' o '
. Uzbek national consciousness is furthered by their

| ‘| such as Ibn Sina, Ulugbek, Timur, and Ali Shir Navai.!
“ order to gain the preference Uzbcks cn)oy for jobs and

'Asian intelligentsia, and thc most lmportant umvcrsx- ]

«
i
i
! .
i

- q.-

rising lévcis of cducation..: attainment and technologi-

~ cal proficiency.? Uzbeks now contribute substantially
. to the lg’adcrship cadres of Central Asia. For example,
. Uzbek ¢ngineers and instructors are found in numer-

ous enclaves throughout the area, often with their own

| Uzbek schools and newspapers.’ Within the Uzbek

rcpublicf. other nationalities (for example, Crimean

. Tatars, Kipchaks, and even some Tadzhiks) sometimes

attempt to “pass” as Uzbeks by speaking Uzbck in

cducatlonal placcment . |:|

E ’AceordmgloSonetsourccs.lhetoulnumbcrof “scientific

workers™ in the Uzbek SSR grew from 10,000 to over 25,000
between 1960 and 1970. Among this group, Uzbeks increased from
an initial 3,552 to over 11,000 (while the number of Russians rose
from 3,971 10 7,692). Soviet sources indicate that the number of

© “specialists™ in Uzbekistan with secondary and higher special
© . education grew 2.5 times in agriculture and 2.2. times in industry
_between 1945 and 1978,

' See tadble 4 in appendix for a list of Uzbek ﬂcwspapers published

- - outside the Uzbek SSR.

1| Uzbek. Each group has its own dmlect, history (they were mlcd by ' *See table 3inappendix J;Loo-Uzbck nauonahtm claammg Uzbek -

. asfirst language. |:| ;
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Contempomry Uzbek ndcnuty and self-assemon are
thé proﬂucts of both internal cthnic developmeénts and -

i lpohc:cs of the Soviet regime. Although Sovict polncncs
|on ‘nationalitics sought to cmphaswc and utilize salient.
i Uzbek characteristics, some polncm umntcnt:onally

iy mcrcas'ed ethnic friction and ammostty toward L

Russians. L‘__“| EED

. Lo - B

" \Racial and Piysical Unity. Uzbeks tend to sharc\
!«nrmlnr
dclmcatlon from other Central Asmn people. Stress

ip'\ymcal characteristics, suggesung some racial

‘upon unique “national™ dress I‘urther separates Uzbcks
from othcr groups. Lo bl
O e T

,; |. . o Py !

l .
Thc distinctive physlcal appcaranccof the Uzbcks does

inot alone serve to legitimize Uzbek. claims to ethmc
|dcnmy. but it has come to be recenized as one of the
‘component clements of this ldcnllty Uzbcks are Ims

| Mongolond in appearance than the ncnghbonng

Kaznkh and Kirgiz people, although they are s:mllar to
the minority Tadzhiks of the plamsx They are lyplcally

. round-headed, of medium stature w:th dark eyes and

hmr. In general, they show an even mnxture of Monzol
and Caucasian clements. Those Uzbcks whose reccm
~ nncestors were stull scmmomndic show more Mongol-

. !
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s oid charactcnstm than those whosc ancestors have
~ long been scttled and have mtcrmnmcd to somc extent

The recently constructed
“under dome market™ in
Bukhara reflects Uzbek

- traditional architecture

'
|

l

i

mth Caucasnans. D

Educa!cd Uzbcks and thdse who work or live in cities
tend to wear Westcm-stylc clothing. In contrast, the
rural population frequently wears the traditional
Uzbek dress. For men, it is a robe striped with bright
colors, tied with a kerchicef at the waist; for women, it
includes bright:silk dresses with a shaw! over the head.
The tradmonal black and white patterned skullcap, the
duppi, is still wom by many Uzbek men even in urban

areas. |:‘|

. Hastoncal Hemage. Uzbcks claim as part of their

history such figures as Tamerlane (a corruption of the
name Timur the Lame), the self-proclaimed descend-
ant of Ghenghis Khan, who unified Central Asia under
his iron rule in the 14th century, and Timur's grandson
Ulugbek, who prwdcd over many creative and sci-
entific achievements during the 15th century. Both
men are honored as national heroes today. The
Uzbeks, however, had no ethnic cohesion until early in
the 16th century when Mohammed Sheibani Khan
united people of Iranian, Turkic, and Mongol origin.
These Sheibani Uzbek tribes are viewed by some as the

2



?onquest in the late l8005l
- -v-‘A;l"]:! SR : il :
i Morc recent Uzbek hlstor;l mcluda an lioRussmn 3
Lot activity, but references to tlus arerarely madc. inorder -
i<} toavoid inflaming Soviet sensitivity. Uzbeks, for

: éxamplc. were predommant dmong the Central Asian
. component of the late 19th century Muslimi reformist
. movement called dzhadldl.ml (from the Arabic word,
in Russian transliteration, dzhadld meanmg new)

o which sought to modernize cducation and rcvntahzc

' Islam. The dzhadids, howwel' also took part in’

. considerable anti-Russian polmcal actmtyl After the
il Russian revolution, Uzbeks p‘arucupated in a clearly

‘anti-Russian movement whose partlcnpants were called
' Basmachi (meaning ralder‘or maraudcr) The amor- .
phous movement erupted i m c Fcrgana ‘region in

1 reaction to the harsh local’ r rcussnons l)f the 1917

Russian rcvolunon—dxslodauons of the cotton econ-

| omy, famine, and a direct attack on the Muslim-

it rclmon by the Tushkent Sovnets—-—and devclopcd intoa
: rellglously influenced, protonauonalnst revolt that was
not quellod unul lhc 19303/ ~*"L HI

‘xv}‘l:-‘ -t

i Thc Uzbcks takc pnde in rE ’llmg that they were - '
' pastoral nomads in their' early lustory ¢ From the 16th -
1] dcntury, nomadic Uzbeks wm gradually drawn to
i scttlc in oases, taking up agnt:ulturc and latcr engag-
ing in craft manufactunng and in tradc. Once settled,
- most, Uzbeks became subject to the culture of the oasis
- dndto Persian ideas and’ lnl'lucnoc, mannly lslam. |
1 I'Jnllkc the Persians, however' Uzbeks spokc a Turkic -
i :;nguage that they rctamed along ‘with the memory of
| their earlier nomadic life. That early, ascntlally i
omadlc tribal structure' sdmv&s today | among some
"Il Uzbeks.in'the kolkhoz (colleétwe farm) system and in .
| the generalized practice of mesnichestvo (localism).
ften denounced in the Solrict pm. mesnlchestvo
nsists of l'avonng lunsmen in the sclectxon of Uzbek
éovernment managerial, and even Commumst Party
dm. Clans l'unctnon today in such actmtm as, }

‘‘‘‘‘

HE Al’glun Uzlnh are s branch ol’ tln nomadlc Uzbck tribes who luvc
i been in Afghanistan since the 16th century. In Afghan history,| . .
il however, the role of the Uzbeks is fmnonlly l(nomd. mlmpr«

| sented of presented negatively. Ej IR

; 'l'henomad-clmdmnofCen Mialudmorc
o mtled l’nrrneu

_.:._ -
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housebulldlng and ccrcmomals. and clan leaders may

~still be found hcadmg kolkhozes and local soviets

" (counclls) D R

Langaage. Despue mtcnsc russlﬁcauon. Uzbcks are

_'still strongly attached to their language, which belongs

‘to the Turkic family of Altaic languages.” Nearly all
.Uzbeks (over 98 percent, according to the 1979
ccnsus) clalm Uzbek as their mother tonguc. Many
urban and educated Uzbeks are bilingual, with knowl-

-edge of Uzbck and Russian. The latest census data

.show a dramatic increase in the number of Uzbeks
Alisting Rhsslan as their second language (from 1.3

o ‘million or 14.5 percent in 1970 to 6.2 million or 49.3

‘percent |n 1979). This is true mostly among the young
‘Uzbeks who have studieu. Russian in schools and in the
mllltary lmd especially among those who live in urban

' ,arcas Russlan is required in academic study from an

-early age and is increasingly a language lcarncd by an
.Uzbek, mostly male, professional work force. Many
‘rural Uzbeks, howe , still have only minimal profi-
clcncy ln Russnan ( '

Uzbeks are oftcn nutnumbcrcd by Russians in the
. major cities, which Russian and Soviet governments

‘have used as controllmg outposts. The city of Tash-

~kent, for cxamplc. was less than half Uzbek in 1.70.*

;Bocause there have been more Russ:ans than Uzbeks
in Tashkent, bookslorcs in that city contain predomi-
‘nantly Russlan-languagc books, and the majority of
the city’s cinemas show mostly Russian-language

. films. In"addition, for many children and young adults
of the Uzbek middle and upper classes of Tashkent, the

-, Russian language is vicwed as necessary for carcer
""advancement and for access to scientific and technical

:-knowledge. The Uzbeks are gaining ground among the
"' nrban population in the republic, however, and the
Uzbek language may well dlsplace Russlan in many "
aspects ol' cnty hl'c. , ;1; O % ;

Followlng lcvenl orlh raphical and |ex|cal expcnmcnu. the

./ Uzbek literary language 'has been based since 1937 on an Iranicized

- Tashkent dialct. The literary language is only a distant relative of
. Old Uzbek, Chagatay, a Turkic language in common use throughout

i "Central Asla during the| lSth through 19th centuries. Uzbek first -

- employed an Arabic, then a Latin, alphabet. The Cyrillic script was

;g; introduced in 1940-41, but the basis of the litefary language
prmlze tlun e
" i dialects: Central and Narthern.
: ‘SecubleZlnlwendlxrorTu

remained unchanged. Spokcn Uzbek has two main groups of

ent demosraphlc data.

‘ |
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11974, wntho\.( cxplanation. the prognms were abolished bythe
v ,Daoudrezime. o [ _

: Uzbck womcn are gcncrnlly onentcd to chxld rcarmg
oy and home life, and are thus less hkcly to have cither the

: ablhty or inclination to speak Russ-an at home. In most
Uzbek homc<. Uzbek is thc languagc of everyday use.

'.:])_'fi! N N R R

{ ' : ' ‘.i,-'izit.

Thc maJonty of the newspapers in the republic are in
Uzbck ‘and there are Uzbek-language tcxtbooks in
such fields as higher mathematics and nuclear physics.

Advanced cducation through the umvcrsny lcvcl is

avmlablc in the Uzbek Ianguage. The recent pubhca-

", tion of an Uzbek encyclopedia, written by Uzbeks with

cmphasis on native topiss, is viewedlas a major | |

* achievement by those Uzbeks sceking to prwervc their
1 hngulsuc integrity.” (| ] ]‘ fy ;! |z

i
Somt policy regarding the Uzbek Ianguué has dlfl'ercd marl:cdly
from the policy followed by the government of Afghanistan, which
‘has not recognized minority languages.. The dominant traniand
‘spenking Pashtuns feel that the country is’ mainly theirs. N6 !
‘publication or broadcasting in languages other than Dari ot Pashtu
;occurred: until recently. In 1972 Afghan radio, after a long . L
parlmmcmary debate, introduced a radio prozram in Uzbek. In

g
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The Registan Mosque
. N
B

Religion. The v}ast majority of Uzbek Muslims are
Sunnis of th: Hanafi school. Therc are only small
colonies of Shiaﬁ Muslims in the cities of Samarkand,
Bukhara, and Tashkent. Official Islamic institutions
are better represented among the Uzbeks than among
any other Soviet Central Asian people. In Uzbekistan
there are some 150 functioning “Friday” Mosques
(masjid jaame), probably at least one in every town
except in the south (where former nomads are less
Islamicized)." The only two medressehs (higher reli-
gious schools) in the Sovict Union are in Uzbckistan:
Mir-i Arab of Bukhara and Imam Ismail al-Bukhari of
Tashkent. The periodical Muslims of the Soviet East.
published in Tashkent, may well be considered propa-
ganda, but it does deal with religious subjects and is
the only Muslim periodical in the USSR to do so. The
Mufti of Tashkent, Ziyautdin Khan bin Ishan
Babakhan, acts as the official lcader of Soviet Islam.
The Muslim Spmtual Board of Tashkent, part of the

b There are at least lZ Friday mosques in Tashkent and, according to

. the official press, 100 small mosques. The Soviet press reports 10
‘ small mosques in Samarkand. Andizhan has two mosques, as does

Namannn. (Before 1917 there were 330 mosques in Namangan.)

ore
!
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L
i
|
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| }“publlc l‘aoe ol' lslam ln%the USSR, is responsnble l'or
? erous religiows shrinee throughout Uzbelustan. _

: throughout
Uzbeknstan. Aeeordmg to numbel‘ of bbservers. '
attendance at Friday servl:bs is reapeetable with even

'some young people partlclpatlng. daplte the propa- . |

-~ fganda and the modérnizing!trends that tendto @

*dlscourage such observanoe Muslun tradntnons regard~

ing’ cnrcumcuslon. marrlave (such as early marriage of

‘often'in the form ofa present to the bride a father), and

;observed by Uzbeks. Not all rmglous regulatlons are .
i ;followed by the faithful; rbany urban Uzbeks may

il . [ drink alcoholic beverageafand some 'szelrs may cat f
il | pork. Many Uzbeks, however, do obserVe the diztary
.| regulations, for example, eatlng meat only ifithas -
- ~been slaughtered acoordmz‘to lslamne‘rlules. T
2 _Another slde of lslamlc pl'acnce—-rootod in rehglous .
. |currents of centuries pastl—is the legacy of the ascetic-’
'i[| mystical and secretive movement in Islam—Sufism—
i1 {| || which grew out of loose ahd ,voluntary associations into
.. |an, orzamzed popular moVement of brotherhoods
H (rarfqat or orders). Some observers see a basis for
' |organized resistance to Saviet rule in the Sufi Orders."
Wlule these secret orders'strll exist, thetr influence

. among the Uzbeks seems. insufﬁmmtly strong to serve
"'las a basls for any real opdosltlonal movement. D

:;'H g “t.'i' a2 ,

g Values, Tradmonally.v Uzbek.llfe has been onented to
; |the family, Uzbek homes ‘\vere built behind high walls
il |of sun-dried bricks with no wmdows facing the streets. .
il *| Today, the family remains & very important part of the |
1474 [ Uzbek value system. For example. in del" ining the idea

1 1} | of the “good life” most Uzbeks mtemewed in a recent ;
(11 |Soviet survey rwponded a “happy famlly life,” fol- :
By lowed by * mterestlng wor‘k,‘meludmz in this conoept
P I AT |
1 121 [ The Sufs Orders of Nakshbandiys. Kubra viys, Yasiwiys., |
¢ | .| Kadiriya, and Kalendariya were ail active among the Uzbeks. There |
L - {are many “boly places,” that is, shrines and tombs of Sufi saints, |
throughout the republic. Many holy places were eonverted to secular :
o lmu.'.eurns during Nikita Khrushchev's antireligious oampalgns. but .
f - many still attract pilgrims. In addition, some aurviving Mouslim :
1 rd i T ilds may be controlled by Sufi Orders. This is the case, for i
_ s 'y [instance, of Tashkent taxi dritvers. whose petmn saint is the Prophet

L "y TR O O S ~

t
!

'young girls), | payment ol' the Kalym (bridd money, now:

‘burial at a' Muslim cemetery are all'extensively i
. party officials at a nearby chaikhana or tea house,

. their main concern proved to be that their children

would become subject to bad influences. Most i impor-

Corfidential

prestige of occupation rather that high earnings.”

1 Soviet lnvestigators have found traditional family
i relatlons (multigeneration extended families) to be

very stronz. These findings have been oonﬁrmed by -

‘ vnsntmg Westem scholars. D

A revealung ep:sode was descnbed in a May l979
newspaper article written by an Uzbek regional
Communist party official. When a new silk combine

was opened and employees were being sought, a

delegatnon of old men from the surrounding rural areas
came, apparently toseciif the plant was a suitable place

. for their children and grandchildren to work. When the

men were then mv:ted to discuss their concerns with

tantly, they needed reassurance that transportation

! would be arranged so that their children and grand-

chlldren oould continue to live at hnme. D

The char'khana is: an tmportart socral msututlon for

the Uzbeks. Smce ancient tiraes it has filled a rolc as a
kind of club, a placc to get together and talk about the
affairs of daily hl‘e over a cup of tea, Muslim preachers

. _have long used the chaikhcnas to spread Islam. Sovict
" officials have also used the chaikhanas, assigning

agltators to them as well as installing television sets

: and movre screens to spread propaganda. D

f Tradttrbnal attitudes toward women perslst A recent

' article in the Sovnbt press commented that even

““professional™ Uzbek men consider it shameful to go
. out visiting with thear wives or to go to a movie, theater,
_or a party with them. In some Uzbek families, the

paper lamented, women cannot be present when guests -
-are received, thenr only role being to prepare food. On
the whole, however, Uzbek society is no longer

: oompletely male dominated. Women who were for-
i merly secluded and not respected for being active (even
i in dance the woman was trained to move slowly and

deliberately) are now parttcnpatmg in education and -
the profecsnons D :
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womcn . ;ed 20to 29 who i m l970 has oomplcted 10
ycars 'or, more of education was almost identical to that
of Russ‘nn women-—53.5 pcrccnt l‘or Uzbeks and 55.8

| ;t pcrccntifor Russians. The Uzbek rate surpassed that of
& { the, Kiraiz, Tadzhiks, and Turkmen.‘ Prcliminary data
' ‘;, from thb Soviet census of 1979 mdica'e that 63. 9

: ,,, pcru:nt of the populatxon of the. Uzbck SSR that is 10
ycars off age and over had cither all or partofa’ hlgher
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;;'.,"{ écnsus,
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gto SomeProblemsandProspects B

The development of Uzbek identity and cthmc self-

- assertion understandably has led to ethnic friction,

" rivalry, and sonfc animosity toward Russians, other
- Europeans, and even some other Muslim groups.”

: . SRR :
Cultural Issues. The issue of language, a key clement
of the Uzbek identity, has produced much animosity
between Russians and Uzbeks and is a potential cause
ol' further antazomsm. Reocnt census data show that
" The interethnic problcms nd prospecu resulting rrom the

development of “national” identity and ethnic sclf-assertion can only
be highlighted in this series on individual ethaic groups. A deulled

: dlscuulon uppeuu In lhe ﬂml paper of the series, I:I
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.. Uzbek Population by Republic: 1959 to 1979
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The 12.4 million Uzbeks are lhe second Iargest non-
Russian population in the Sowel Union (after the
Ukrazmans} Most of the Uzbeks reside in Uzbekistan
in the heart of Soviet Central Asia. Roughly 15
percent of the total Soviet l/zbek population lives
outside Uzbekistan, mostly ln Tad~hlk:smn toa
lesser extent in Kirgizia aml in still smaller numbers
in Kazakhstan and Turkmemslan There are possibly
as many as 1.6 miiiion Uzbek.s in the northern
provinces of Afghanistan and perhaps / 5 000 in
,\’mj:ang in China.[ ] Y | A

i -
'The Afghanistan Uzbeks ltwle inthe l’rovmcec of
‘Baghlan, Balkh, Fayab, Jowzjan, Qonduz,Samangan,
and Takhar. Ma*ar-e—SharU' a major urban area in
'rhe north, has a majority Uzbek populatlon Most

!

i
! o i
.

. i 7
[
N

'
i
i
'

i
Afghan Uzbeks live some 48 or more kilometers to the
south Qf the Amu Darya border, rathe: than along it.
They have become Afghanistan’s professional and

! - . . -
entreprene-.rial class, even while the country is domi-

nated by the Pasialuns.l:l

l
During the 1959-79 intercensal period the Uzbck
popularlon grew a striking 51.7 percent, reflecting the

~high Uzbek fertility rate. Uzbek Samily size had

mcreased remarkably during the 1959-70 intercensal
period. According to 1979 Scviet studies. Uzbek
women have the iighest average number of children,
6.08, among married women in the Soviet Union.
Uzbeks tend 10 live in rural areas and despite a
number of incentives, are reluctant to move lo cities.

They rarely migrate from Central Asia. I:I
[ ,
|
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¢omparison of Uzbek and Russian Growth

1 in the Sovlet Unlon' 1926 to 1979 |-

A i .f '
Nlillions D A |
[ T :‘ r :!
Ut o '
T ; '

19261 19392 N :
j Year of Census | "1
11926 figure for Uzbeks includes U-g‘\uu. ot
71939 figure estimated for Russians. | 1 Lo }
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| R
s§1716 300 I P
T ] o
i | ! P
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- Gross Reprodnctlon Rate In USSR. RSFSR.
| Uzbek SSR'

- RSFSR

" USSR
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1Defined as the number of femcles to be barn to 100 women during their
reproductive lifetimes if a given set of birth rates by age of mother remains
in effect
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Birth Rate Dynamics
in Uzbek SSR, RSFSR, USSR!
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Uzbcks are willing to learn Russaan, but 'hcy arc
cvndcntly unwilling to forsake their native tongue in the
. process. Russians and other Soviet Europcan nauonah-
hes, however, scemingly expect Urbcks and other
" Central Asians to speak Russian. ahd sometimes are
“uncomfortable in a totally Uzbck-spcakmg environ-
- ment. The regime seems aware of Uzbek sensitivity -
rcgardmg language and has urged Russians and other
Lurorcan nanonalmcs in Uzbclustan to lcam Uzbek.
: l. : 3 | ST i
0 I
For Uzbeks themselves, the cmcrgcncc ofa sophnsu-
cated urban literate class raises another important
cultural issue. This group, which 1dommatcsx Uzbek-
'held. admlmstratlvc and cultural posts, facesa rangc of
chonccs on whether to modernize: or to pr&scrvc
trédmonal values. If they lose touch with the majonty
of thc Uzbcks in the rural and smallcr urban areas they
msk thé severance of their* nauvc"]roots If, on the
olhcr hand they become too msnstent in their advocacy
of tradlt.onal values, they may run afoul of thc‘SOVlct
freglmc | *-i} -

P i |
ScL:al Relauons. It is rare for an Uzbek woman to
m.’m‘y a non-Muslim, and the ratc of intermarriage
bet wecln Russians and Uzbeks is low. This reflects
somJ. dlstancc between Russians and Uzbeks. Parental
mﬂuencc on the choice of a marriage partner remams
strong (a recent Soviet survey indicated that 88
pcrccni of urban Uzbceks and 92 percent of rural
Uzbeks believed it necessary to have parental consent

lto mar}y) Uzbeks take moral pnde in the difference

,bctwccn the Uzbek female, who is rclauvcly |solatcd

from: socnal currents, and the Russian female, who has
_ much scxual freedom. Uzbeks gcncrally oppose di-

ivoree; thcy are inclined toward largc families and few
aboruons and they do not consnstcntly use oomraccp-
'tlon to hmlt the number of chlldrcn " D i

e Growmu statistical dnta on the Uzbek fumlly mdlcatcs lhal itis
decreasing in size over the long term, in association with such
"modernizing trends as female cmploymcnt incrcased cducallon. and

nrbnmmnon D D P
! 1
. i ' f
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Political Issues. Until recently the political culture

of the Uzbcks was preponderantly inward looking and
parochial. Political issues were defined in grass-roots
terms; local inititutions were the focal points of native
political part:apatlon and the Slav-dominated central
policy apparatus in Moscow seemed remote and
inaccessible.

Recently, however, more natives have riscn to strategic
posts in the provincial and republic burcaucracics.
Although Uzbeks are still underrepresented in the
party, they are joining in increasing numbers and
thereby becoming cligible for broader incorporation
into the ranks of the republic’s ruling elite. C|

Uzbeks also are extending their intcrests and ambi-
tions to the USSR as a whole. Members of an
increasingly cosmopolitan and self-confident native
clite no longer belicve that a carezr in Moscow is
beyond their reach, and some show signs of anticipat-
ing an authoritative role in federal decisionmaking and
policy formation. Such a role is likely to seem not only
legitimate, but indispensable, thanks to the growing
importance of local and regional issues. These issucs
include investment, labor policies, and the allocation
and distribution of rcsourccs which cannot be resolved
at the local level. I:I

Rising levels of cducanon and increased forcign
contacts arc among the factors that arc helping to
make Uzbeks less insular, Uzbeks are now more aware
of foreign affairs, including such events as the Soviet
invasion of Afghanistan and the Islamic Revolution in
Iran. The political consequences of such awarencss are
as yet uncertain. D

Thus, the policies of the Soviet regime that have sought.
to emphasize Uzbek national identity have also given
rise to an assertive, sophisticated native leadership.
Like other cthnic clites in the Sovict Union, the Uzbek
clite probably perceives that its interests are seyved
best by learning to manipulate the system to their own
advantage. Should it be frustrated in gaining its ends
by workiryg, within the system, national protest could
result. For the present, however, there is no widespread
dissent or political protest among the Uzbek people,
and the Soviet regime scems firmly in control. (]

10
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Table 1 - ! o
. RS
Comparative Family and : '
Fertility Data o
x | Average Size of Uzbek F-mlly. 1970 ' i
, (by Republic) !

, : Uzbek SSR i
i Kazakh SSR d
! Kirgiz SSR ) ¢
! | Tadzhik SSR o
; Turkmen SSR
|

s
f

| 6.0

L 6.1
S8

| Family Size, 1979 b '

' (in Percent) o

. Number of . ! 1 USSR Uzbek SSR
.!_ngy_!y Members = L e
2 - S 299 13.4
3 P Pi 289 143
P4 L P 230 16.3
s o SR ERRT Y 12.5
6 ‘ L ' +1 , Nodata I
7 or more L] o i : Nodata 321
: 2o 1 !
! Comparison of Marriage Age With i
i Coefficient of Birth Rate, 1970 * ;
' (by Republic) f ,
; “ | . Percentage of Brides i Children Born
i : | Upto20 Yearsof Age : per 1,000 People o
| Uzbek SSR i i L343 336
RSFSR : ‘ : { . 159 14.6
Birth Rate, Death Rate,and | | 5
Natural Population Growth, (by Republic) | | | .
: ! i Rirths per Deaths per Natural Growth
— ' | 1 1,000 People 1000People e e
1910 P l — _ e
USSR 174 8.2 9.2
: ' -l 316

S
4
8
~

55 289
8.7 5.9

. 146

i
PR
i

! Includes families with five or more members.
! These rates are declining over time.
| . | et

1
I
i
1
(]
O
|

USSR P ; .93 8.8
Uzbok SSR Pl Al 1.2 7.y
RSFSR P P18 98 $9
' For single nationality !‘amilimi ? i :
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Tab'e z f L Table 4
i : ; ! N . . .
: | . 1) . v .
Populuﬁon ol‘ ’l‘ashkent 'y ‘ Lol Uzbek Language Newsnapers Outside
- G ‘ Lo the Uzbek Republic (1970)
" t‘ - : . |t o S
i, . L : - : . : b
iNationaljty 19594 .71 1970 Kirgiz SSR Lenin Yuli (Osh)

i Lo oo Cob (426,000 Uzbeks in ;

Uzbeks 307,879 512,962 1979) |

i 400,640 | - S84 ! :
Rujsinny 00640 56: ‘ Kazakh SSR Mehnat Bayroal (Chimkent)
Tatary L 64,242 | - 98,934, (263,000 Uzbeksin = Kommimistik Mehnat
Jews | | ' . 50,445 5,758 1979) -;
Uktainians |- 24,562 ¢ 40,716 . g
Artheni WIS 10.500 | 13,364 Tadzhik SSR . Mash’al (Buston)

UL IR s e (873,000 Uzbeksin © Kommunizm Sarf (Naw)
Kazakhs, . 8158 . 15231 1979) " Proletar Tongi (Proletarsk)
Tad zhlks b 4,585 - 17999 ‘. " Lenin Yuli (Regar)
Belorussians | | Sl 5924 % '%ﬂ f:,'""'f.'::ff.'? JSOV;":C'{)

' P : mu ru-Tu
Mordves| 1 - 9,343 : Bo rohi Lenini (Leninabad) -
. Uighurs . : 5,884 _ Oktyabr’ (Shayartuz) '
T E— 13 i
} . Unil
o Azérbhydzhaqls — : 341l Zarafshon (Panzhikent)
o K1r..knlpaks ’ i 1,488 Shuhrati Asht (Shaydon)
: " The totdl population of Tashkent was 911,930 in 1959; 1,384,509 in g‘z ;grlfcg?;:Tbég issar)
j 1970, and 1,785,000 in 1979. The ethnic breakdown of the- Hoaiaor (Lminskiy)’
pupulaud’n for 1979 is unavailable. : ‘ ;‘ #2qiqati Kolkhozabod (Kolkhozabod)
} . ]r i ' Turkmen SSR Pakhlako’;'(Tnshauz)
; ll : P (234,000 Uzbeks in
Do . Lo 1979)
Table 3 l' IER I
| I I i . T
B [ 1 3 l
Minorihm of the Uzbek chubllc Who Speak 1 ‘ ff
Uzbck as Their First Language | o {
L |
Minority, ‘”“’“19‘59' ““ﬁéé&é&i”"‘ﬁiio“?'Pe}‘c'c';{{
: ‘ of Total ! . _of Tatal |
" Tatars | 444810 2.1 ' | 573,133 1.2
Kazakhs, 335267 1.8 | | 476,310 ' 1.5’ 3
Tadzhiks 311,375 44 | 448,541 3.2: :
Kirgiz 92,725 7.2 | | 110.726 88
Tutkmen S4804 6.5 | 71,0410 139, E
Azerbaydzhanis 40511 40 | I8 15
Uighurs | 19377 37.0 | L 21 942' _.'19_? o :
Oﬁcnans 8,755 742 | R o ’:
tronis i : . 15,457 79.0 ‘
Bashkirs ! 20,761 2.2° f
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