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' 1. ThedapertureofJoaeHaxﬁg)lFortwfrmtheSamtary
Generalship of the PGT, Guatemala's Commmist Party, removes from
a position of power one of the top Commmnist theorists and the
Communist leader closest to President Arbenz. There is no
indication that the ousting of Fortuny will significen weaken
the Communist position, but his deperture does provide

-opportunity for another confidante, Commmist or non-Communist,
to £i11 the breach,

2, The reasons for Fortunyts removal are still speculative,

a. They well may be the result of intermal Farty
dissension, for it is well knoun that Fortuny is s Communist
theorist who has sometimes disagreed on practical issues
with Victor Manuel Gutierrez (Commnist labor leader) and
with some of the international Commnists in *he FCT,

b. It is alsoc possible that the PGT agreed to oust
Fortuny at Arbenz's insistence in an effort to remove the
stigma of Commnism from the Government and from the close
cirecle of Presidentisl advisers,

3. With respect to point (&) above, Communist penetration
has become so widespread end the Party organizations so closely
knit that Fortuny may be considered exp@ndeble at this time,
Furthermore, it is entirely possible that such a serious division
arose between Fortuny, the political leader, and Gutierrez, the
labor leader, thet a show of strength was called for and the
lebor forces won., There is even the remote possiblity that
Virgilio Guerrs, seasoned labor leader, carried teles to Moscow
on his ocurrent trip behind the Curtain, alleging that Fortuny
had not carried out in good faith the instructions he received
from Moscow on his trip there in December 1953,




4Le At this point the cause of the removal s not as significant
at its probable effects, There is no rellable indicetion that Party
strength or influence in the Government (aside from the importent
advantage of Fortuny's intimacy with the President) will decline
sherply, The appointment of Bernardo AIVARADO Monzon as Fortuny's
succesgor iniicates thet "business as usuel® will bs the thams,

Alvarado. one of For 's closest associates
’ has had ten years of e&Xperience in
COmsusl18t BITELTS e cmorged &s No, 2 leader of the Party,

He appears to be in good standing with other Party leaders, and
can be expected to take control effectively though his role will
be less conspicucus than Fortuny's, Alvaredo Mongon is listed as an
alternate and therefore probebly will succeed Fortuny as a mamber
of the all-powerful Democratic Nationmal Fromt, the real policy-
making body of the Government, composed of the PAR, FRG, RN and
the Commmist Party,

S« On balence the major loss to the Communist cause and
the greatest opportunity for on the non-Communist side centers
about Fortuny's closensss to sident Arbenz, The Arbens~Fortuny
relationship dates tack to the 1950 presidential campaign, one
yesr after Fortuny's grand tour of the "People's Democracies”,
where he probably received inmstructions for political action.
At any rate he vigorously entered the campeign activities end
soon mede himself an 4ndispensable supporter and alde of Arbensz,
He held political meetings and stumped for Arbens., When Arbenz
became too worn out by the pressures and tensioms of the cempaign,
Fortuny urote speeches which he handed to Arbens to deliver as
the letter wes rising on the platform, At ene time in the campaign
vhen Arbenz did not make a public appearanse for thres wesks
Fortuny delivered speeches for him, Since that time Fortuny has
been & kind of post for Arbens to lean on., It is raported that
he dines with Arbenz in privete once or twice s week, The losa
of Fortuny's easy aceess to Arbensz, therefore, will be a serious
one to the Commmnist cause, Alverado Monszon is not known to be
& friend of the President. Nor 4s Victor Menuel Cutierres
although he has been invited to certein large officin) gatherings.

6, In conclusion, Arbensz may be locking for & relisble
confidant to succeed Fortuny. Aside from the persons] ~uslifications
required for such suecession, an Army offfcer probably would be in
the bvest position to win the confidence of the Presidext,
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