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!, The exic~tencs of ~n anii-ccemmunisi wniversity gresp bsoring the name
(c£ uA)

Comite Ostadirntes fnive:osi Lorlo“ int :—Jor“anw‘.,PSAu“ e koot te Siation Guatemala

in 1591 ana witk the continued growth of the ccrimnist mernce in Yuetemela our agency

decicded to e ~wror to 2id this orgerizztion in 75‘/9{ its stru-gle against Comrmnism, -
Tollow'ng the ill-conceived and abertive Salsme revolutioniry atteript, some of the

lcading members ci the CEUA sought refuge in Honduras and Selvedor. The zctivities

of the CEUA refugees or exiles heve Leen studied in ¢ seperate report.
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Donald O. HEDIGER, = steff agent assigned to Station Guetemela entered into
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dirzct contzct with two members of the CEUA organizzi on utilizine e gL cover
story thet he, HEDIGER, knew cf a zroup of dmerican ord Gus :emslén business men
who were willing and anxicus to financielly contribute to en anti-communist cempaign
in Guatemzla but with the understending tnat their identitiss would not and could
not e revgaled for cobvicus reasons. One of the CEUA represertatives proved to

be a vecilleting type with vhom little could be done but the other, who wes |
subsecuenfly given the cryptonym ESSENCE,hes become the mainspring of our FP cetiviti
in Guatemela.

"?2 Over the course of the months following thés first me:ting, ESSENC. has
4
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orgenized en entity imown as ¢ Orgenizaciones Anti-Commistas Unidas (OAU)

which now groups together the Comite Civico Nacion&%~ (CCN), the Comite Nacional V¢

Femininc {CNF), Comite Cbrero Anticomunista (COA), and the &omite Juvenil Anti-

comuniste (CJA). It is also believed that c+her gro:ps will bec'me associated
with the OAU throush infiliration by ESSENCE sub-agents. These probably will include

the Pa:tido inificacicon Anticomunista (PUA), the Partido Unificacion Democratico

(PUD), and the Prrtido Tndependiente Anticomunista del Orionte (P14C0O).

The entity kno.n ==z Or:taniz;aciones Anti-Comuni=tes inidas (OAU) is dominated

by tixe CEURA which, in tirn, is dominated by COSERC: throu-h sub-agents LSSEJCD-I.?-r
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ESISENCE himsel: takes no pori o the overt operalions of CrU cr of the CEUA.

ESSExCiE-A, has engaged in overt i lLe aropcyanda ectivi

The CidA, alsc known g I8
: and anti-governmnt
of an avowedly.ﬂnti—COm:unisi/nsLure end tiss organized a disiributing mechanism
ing

covering ‘Lustenela. YWithin the overt orgenizatior, is 111a/ 1 & sulrat
and selected orgeniztion xnown 8s #SSENCE B which will be conirolled Ly ESZECE by

FSSENCE-3. This organi-ation will engage in covert snti-goermment and anti-
communis t black propzgzendc, will ve compcs 2d of approximatel y sixX persons, 2nd
will i..clude ESSENCE~3 and BSSE: C3-l who will be the only ones aware of ESSENCE's
activities.

The dirzct =ction gro.p now imewn as zSSENCE C wili be hezded by ESSEFCE S

working under the direct instruct ons of ESSEHCE.

A courier group for mz nteining liaison with exiled
as ESSElCu D an¢ *he couriers will be trusted memvers of 2381l A operating
gnde- the control of ESSECE-1 and ESSiiiCE-3

The =nti-communist news bulletin, known es ESSEiCE-E, willi appear to be the
official orgen of ESSERCE-A. Contrel is eyercised by ESSEMCE through ESSEHCE-5
This newspeper oOr hews bulletin hes now come out under the name El Rebelde. So
“ar as is known, thz only issue published to dals was that of 23 November 1953

and ten thousend copies are ielieved to heve been published.]
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It is also planned to ciganize a radio préfrem which will be known &3
ESSENCE-F and will be handled by ESSENEE throaoh ESSENCE-7. It is plarmed that
this radio program shall aprear tc be financed bw mesns of advertismonts solicited
from lccal businessmen.

KEY PElSONKEL:

The key individuels first met by Donald O. UEDIGER, wihc opercted ander the

dirsction of U.e Chief of Staticn, Guatemala, weret: :land

the irdividual now trnown os ﬁSSEHCE{
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The first individual mentioned,[: :lis a membur and[:
:]of the Asociacion de “studizntes Universitarios (AEU), e delegate

to ‘(he[ N ]: an

observer for
:]in opposition te the
International Unicn of Students, and prominent in non-communist student activities
in Guatemzla. Subsesuently, it was found that[: :]Was & very vacillating
‘ ANY T b
individuel, weak, with little orgenizing ability, end unwilling to do neéging which
might embarrass him. He was =mbzex dropped and, to date, there has beer no

renercussion,

Modus Cperandi

On one occasion, 15 September 1953, 106,600 anti-communigt stickers, lebels,
and flyleaves were released in Guatemela City and in 123 outlying towns end fineas.
These propeganda items were Yg¢#YY¥ prepared by ESSENCE and his gro p and printed

in Guatemala Vity
in local shops. CEUA members took the lead in the distribution/but seem to have
been aided by railroad workers and bué drivers in the case of outlying towns.
Of interest wes the observation that the best results were schieved with flyleaflets
which could be picked up, read, and redistributed. Less success was encountered
in the use of stickers. Flyers or'leafleté arnglso cheaper to print and to
dis tribute.

Foezmatexizx The first issue cf E1l Retelde wes printed in the Talleres
Gutemberg, 6 Av. 15-70, Guatemala City, and the basis for some of the articles
was supplied ESSENCE through The newspaper or news bulletin EL REBRLDE
first appeared on 23 November 1953 and is schedulzd to be a weekly publication.

The first edition is believed to have been of 10,000 cepies. Little or nothing
is known zbout the distributicn except that cne of the distributing centers i#
located at ha Av. Norte #18, Guatemala City. El Rebelde is sold for five centevos

per copy anc, auperently, the distribution is nct interfered with by the Guatemslan
- ;
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authorities. It is assum=d, though not known, that distributioh on & national
scale will be ettempted if not already accomplished.

Character of Themes:

El Rebelde is violently enti-communist and anti-go:ernment and its style of
presentetion is regarded as generaily good; probebly better than the mejority
of news bulletins in other Latin fmericen countries. It is rzgarded as essential
that the type of theme and lenguage used be kept at 2 level acceptable to the menix
target at which it is aimed. The articles in E1 Rebelde are probably far beyond
the undsrstanding of the sverage Gustemalan since the X#¢ level of education is low.
However, since E1 Rebelde purports to be the organ of the anti-communi:st student
orgmization, it is regerded as normsl and wmore or less to be expected that this
bulletin, at least in its fir st editions, should obviously be asimed at the educeted
and at the ycung university student saudience. If so desired, later editions can
be slanted downward to reach a brozder audience, It is still too early to judge whein
or not EL Rebelde is reaching o lerge audience or whsther or not it is having the
desired effect since to date andkes far as we lknow only one issue 7nas been
published.,

It is of iﬁterest that the first issue of El Rebelde corntained a facsimile of
one of the stickers apparently distributed on 15 Septemter 1953. This is regarded
as unfortunate since it would heve been getteraﬁot'to heve so obviousl& tied up
the news bulletin with the distribution of propaganda. As mentioned previously,

ESSENCE intends or intended te form = special gro-p for the distribution of black

X

propaganda. In this particuler czse, no great violation of fundemental principles

was committed since the propsgandes distributed raxzied on 15 September 1953 carried
the words Dios—Patrjé-Libertad; ihis being the-motto of E1 Rebelde ard of the CEUA.
Mny black propeganda distributed £¥7 in the fuiure must bzar no such clear indicatiocr

of its origin.

S It is zlso observed that one of the lead articles addrecssed to the university
ﬁ El EEt.[xden LS i

of Guztemala and which avpesred In the Tirst issue of El Rebelde‘- :T




“he—Station ana SSEFNCE Was neZLigemt Tt -

it is knowr that ESSENCE hopss to orgenize a2 radio program but 3t is not !mocun
whether or nol he hes dene so to date. 1t is believed that a radio srpgram might be
even more successful than the news bulletin in reaching the illiterate masses,

Overt or Covert Support.

It is know that the bulletin £l Rebelde solicits aid, both moral and financial,
in cerrying cut its cempaign and there is reason to believe that financizal
- support is glsoteing received from RUFUS as well as from Stetion Custemale. It is

known thatthe proposed {ield project submitted by Stetion Guatemala, which has not

orfficiaily
yet been/approved -~ thnugh it h

el

ny .

s unofficially -- by Herdcuarters, czlls for an
expendi ture of #32,025 as finsncial support to the ESSENCE project by Statien
Guatemsla. There is no informetiou as yet available concerning the amount of funds
supplied by RUFUS from the funds zdvanced him through other channeld by this
orﬁanization.

Control of HMedium

Since the great majority of funde are sup¥ildied directly or indir=ctly by this
agency, the result is that a certain amount of control can be exercissd. In the
case of tk funds from Staticn Guet=mela, how=ver, it hss been clesrly stated to
ESSENCE that these funds coma‘from a group of &merican and Guetemalan businessmen
who oppose communism and ere willing to contribute while remaining anonymous but i th
the understanding thet ¥SSENCE would be a free agent and not a politicalpuppet.
It wes on tiis understardiag that he accepted financial support from thi "anonymous
group'. There is no indicstion £t present that ESSECCE cen be controlled althoush
he cen be guided by Station Guatemela. It is egnally obvious thet the control

cver ESIENCE bv RUFUS will ¢ erend entirelv unon the continl this Arend! ¥T? SES




over RUFUS himself. Securit§ Infermaion

- e Tt T

Hiogrerhiiczl information on ES3ENCE has previously been submitiecd to
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Head usrters but this Project nes not yet been presznted for formsl esprroawl. The
appropriate ilezdcuarters desk is currently prarering the ESCRICE project although

biogrsphicel information o still lacking concerning the unidentified members of

Conclusions end Recommendestions:

The ESTEHC! Project cffers great possibilities in carr;ging cut en effective
eanti-government and anti-cosrunist campaign in Guatemela. It is the wtiter's belief,
however, thazt efforts must be made to achieve a means through which the ES.ENCE mex
¥iidxbazxbiextanrexekztbergrratzrars  activities will be able to reacn and
influence the grozt mess of Gustemelans whio, becsuse of illiteracy, cannot he
resched b;.' a news bulletinwhich is written on a rather high or "inteliectual" plane.
Tt is further Lelievedthizt every effort must be made to go from tle general %~ the
specific in the sense of attacking specific incidents and, if necessary, people
rother than keeping to a generalizcd program. It well may be that this is the plan
which ESSENCE intends to fellow and it is impossible at this time to judge accurately
since we heve but the first isswe of E1l Rebeldeand no lnowledge of his future pleans
with respect to editorial policy.

One point of great : inter=st is that t,he ESEENCE PI"OJeC'b is an excellent trainin
Aground and should resvlt in the %% a cadre of trained, cgpable young men
who can be ccunted on to carry on their anti-communist work in future years and
after the ESTENCE Project itself has beer. abandoned, The existence of $uc: a ébrps

v

of trainzd and tested individuels will continue to be 2 definiie 2cset for the futuwre.
Thz matter of financicl control and of control in general is the greatest

weakness and a way must Le found to check on sums agvcnce.d and o utilizaticon of

funds supplies so as tc insure tha;t', the g reatest possible advantage is achieved,

If properly handled, it is possible ths+t the properaiministretion of flunds mey 018{

becoeme the wedge through thich lasting conirol can be atteined over ESSENCE SEQz



