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SUBJECT - Rceont Developmnts in Guatemu»"

1, Attnched bereto is a propaganda guidance togetber vith background o
information on the recent shipment of arms to Guatemala from the Soviet
.. orbit and Guatemsla's. offet of 27 May for ‘a treaty of non-aggression ’
- .',vith xonduru' ;,_j(Attlctment 1)-:.‘- Ao v . .

’

) '2. Attachnent 2 contains s copy ot Btate Deperment Policy :

" Information Statement for USIA onm "Poasible Action by the Organizatien
of Americen States Regarding Guatemalan: 8ituation", This policy state-
ment indicates. the United States- intends to obtain inter-American action
to meet the Guatemalen threat’ and that in order to do this it "is '
necessary to convince the governments and people of Latin Americe tlwt‘
communism - i intervening in- the internal affaire of Guetemsls and

~ through Guatemalsn Communists is intervening in the intermsl aﬁ’aire

. &nd menacing the peace of neighboring countriea...

3. Stations ablc to support efforts to discredit the Guatemalan
government 8 cammunigt-controlled should report on action tsken so

that the materisl, when poaeible, can be picked up for play 1n the
Western Hemisphere, A

k., Por your 1nformation, press coversge of these developments in
Guatemsls wee carried in the Daily News Highlights beginning i8 May.
Further information on Soviet violations of non-sggression pacte vas
trensmitted with ICD memorandum of 18 February, subject: Soviet Plan
for European Security Pact. . S
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1. BACKGROUWD:

~1... Om 17.May’the State~Depaitm¢nt smnoumced it had reliadble infor . -
mation that "en important shipment of arms" ha3d beer sent from the Soviet
orbit to Guatemsla. It said the arms were being unloaded et Puerto
Barrios, Guatemala, and had been shipped from Stettin, a former.German
Baltic seaport, which has been occupied by Communist Poland since Warld
. War II, - o . x S

. 2. The State Depertment announcement said: "Because of the origin
- of these arms, -the point of their embarkation, their destination and the =
- quantity of arms involved, the Departmsnt of State considers that this
‘18 & development of gravity." = . :
3. The snnouncement made it clear that the gize of the arms shipment-. .
_according to press reports 2000-tons--was in excess of what could be con-
- ‘sidered the legitimate defense needs of Guatemela.

L. It will be recalled that at the 10th Inter-Americen Conference
&t Caracas, Venezuela, 13 March 1954, Guatemsla cast the only vote
againet a resolution declaring that commimism was "s threat to the
- Bovereignty and political independence of the American states, endanger-
ing the pesce of Americe,"” and that increesing communist control of the

- Bovernment of Guatemale since 19LL bes deen a source of concern in the
Western Hemisphers. . o

5. On 27 May the Guatemalan government proffered a treaty of non--

aggresgion to neighboring Hondures, despite the fact that the treaty
of Chapultepec of 1945 and the Treety of Rio de Janierc of 1947 contain
mutusl security provisions which gusrentee that in the event of an
sttack on any country (such a8 Honduras) the other 20 ellied American

- etates would come to its essistance. These treaties afford Guatemala
the seme protection, - LT ’

-~ II,  TREATMEEET:

- The following lines are suggested with reference o the arms shipment:
) 1. Guatemslen Foreign Minister Toriello in replying to acousa-
tions of importing erms from communiet controlled territory stated:

" "For us, communist controlled territory ig the Soviet Union. Other
‘countries are sovereign." 'This remark cean be used to point out that
the type of sovereignty the present Guatemalan regime is bringing its .
‘people is Soviet-dictatorship similar to that imposed on the countries .~

- of Eastern Europe by force of Soviet arms. - -~ - - o LT

2. Fotmt out
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2. Point out that if thepe arms really were paid for by the Guate~ -
malen government 1t is forcing & completely unnecessary, beck-preaking
expense on the Guatemalan people since for defensive pUrposes Guatemala
- has no need for such 8 quantity of arms. ’

3. In connection vith 2 above, guggest thet if the srms vere givwn
6r sold below price to Guatemsla by the Soviet orbit, it ie obvious tk
Soviets are using them to gain & foothold in latin Ameri~a and to create:

 a.new satellite. Historically such’ shipments of Soviet arms have been -

folloved by teams of Soviet "technicians” and "{ngtructors"” and finally
by complete aoviet dominaticn of ‘the country concerned i

h.‘ Emphaaize that Western Hemisphere concern over the arms . ship-

" ‘ment stems from the fact that the quantity and type of arms indicates

clearly they are intended for aggression fiot for any internal use ex-
cept possibly ruthless. repreeaion of elements of the Guatemelan popula- = -~
:tion wvhich refuse to knuckle under to Kremlin dominat ion. ’

5. Expose t“ia Qoviet willingness tc supply arms for aggressive
purposes as additional proof that irnternational communism is dedicated.
to the pr;nc;ple of violence ané is tent only on increesing- international
"tension end undermining the peace and security of the free vorld.

TWe fOWlowing 1inea sre suggbsfeﬁ with reference ¢ ‘bn non-sggression
pav

1. Point cut that since the Rio t*e&ty obvimtes the necessity for
any unilateral non-aggression treaties in latin Americae, thie offer of
~ Guatemale's is an act of divisive irtrigue designed to undermine the
- collective security system in force in the American stetes wqich stands
- a8 & DAr to. communie+ aggression

2. In connection vith 1 above highlight the fact that thix actich
or. the part of Guatemala is pgtterneé after the prectice of the-Scviet
Union which has coneistently uged non-sggression pacts &8 & preliminary
" to invaeion._ Indicate that- such | an offer coming on the heels of. the.
arms shipment is particularly omirous. (In 1932 the Soviet Union - aigned
non—aggression pacts with Finland Estonis, Isatvia,. Lithuania &nd Polend.
The USSR invaded Finland in 19?9 a.nd seized Eaktern Poland in 1939 a.nd
snnexed Estonia, Iatvia and Idthu&nia in 1940. Each of these pacts pre-
‘vented the Bigners from teking steps to insure their own safsty on the.
grounds’ that such moves would-be "unfriendiy” to the USSR and tre4efc?e
cortrary to the apirit of the non-aggression pact.) - :

3. Identify this effoz

~ gt di"iding +he solidarity of the,America;
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- states vith-thé'effort of the Soviet Union to undermine the KATO alliance, - = -
and point out that persistent communist sttempte to disrupt free world :

mutual security efforts prove the value of free world measures for col-
lectivevsecurity as deterrents to communiet sggression, :
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Departwest of State Policy Informtitn smmt
o for USIA (ARA-13k) .

Jume 2, 195h

POSSIBIE ACTION BY ORGAEIVATION OF AMERICAK
_ STATRS REGARDIRG GUATIBR LAW STTUATION

BACKIROUND: | |
~ Bet Department’s circular telegraa Ko. k43 of Msy 29, 195,
DISCUSSION: o L | |

It vill be the pm'poae of the United Stat.es Government within ?.ha .
near future to obtain inter-Americen action to mset the denger from ox- |
tonsive Communist mﬂ'ntretiw of the polu.w&l. inatitntima of the
Guatemalan aovcrmatu ,

' To take collective sction under the imter-Americen systmn neccl-
exry to halt or isolate this infiltretiot requires & vote of two-thinde
of the Americen states. Because of misconceptions of U.8. motives and
the trus situetion, it iz not clear tbat two-thirds of the governments
of the other Amsricen republics would at premept vote to support col- '
- lective action againet Cuatemala. It ig cleer theat & greet segment of

public opinion in latin Americe for the ressone Just atated, and bacauvse
Guatemalsn and direct Communist propegands heve csrried om an effective
campalign to obscure the issuss, wonld mot et present support, or atv- best
vould bde apatbetic towexd, collective action against Gusatesale. Since
public opinion in mary of tbs Istin Amsrican coumtries will strongly
influence their governments in such action es may be takes with regard
to the Guatemelen issue, it is essential that such qpmicm be informsd
the true state of effaire in this eatter,

it is mmtmmt@mtmtmlyuthadm in Guatemals .
itself involved in thig ection, but in edditicn the sbility of the yaina
takingly constructed inter-Americen system, the oldeet snd to date the
most effective of internationsl ocrganications in operation, to mest a .
real and present danger is involved. If contemplated sction feils, the
prestige of the Organirstion of American states and other regional
pecurity systems might suffar oo severely as effectively to cripple the
usefulness for years to come of such m-ganimtim in mcefuuy meet-

- ing mntul &anws.

The principtl reason some governmnts and & hrg@ segment of tbe
@enerel public of latin America bave found diffieculty in eccepting the
U.8. point of view with regard to Guatemsla’ end its danger to the pesce
of the hemigphers is tbat Communist, ‘Guatemalan; and some other trad- "
1t1mlly mti-ﬁ»micm p'opa@nda hu convinced mny poople thatz
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" The Quatemalan revolutiun, siniler to the 1910 lhxican revolueion,
,u not CMist dirocud , _

Bo"k!‘mien Govarnmt mm }tion)

8uch CWim u is 4iscernidle in Gustm is not nriom; m
Unitod Ste.tu ms dengers that don't exist. R

m p'incipcl purposc of the United States in Guatemala 18 to
protect the interests of the United Fruit Company. .

Under the present Administratfon the United States {s sbout to

_ return to policiee of “dollar diplamscy”, unilsteral intervemtion -
_ a.nd mtarfcmce 1n the . mtamal attairs ot Lstin Amican eountriu. -

e United States diplmtically supports and gives erms to ¢ .

dictatorisl governments ot the expease of democratic Tegimes,

_ thereby jeopardizing the fevw remaining demcmcies (includina ’
 Guatemala) in the hemisphers. . _

' ' . While devolapwntu in the Guatemalan situation are likely to bc 8o
fluid a8 to make it impoasible to lay dovm rigid guidelines om operating

’ ' procedures, nevertheless, the following genersl recommendations uhouldhe
followed in so far as pouible and vhenever possible:

1.

3.

In so0 rar as poasible we should depend on affirmative statements
of other Iatin American governments and respected Latin Americen .
1ndiv1duala bvacking up U::itec! States policy statements,

While we should give Sue notice to all such statements, we shoum
encoursge and exploit to the grestest cxtent poessible statemente
froew democratic Latin Americen governuents or individuals known
for their "libcral" tendencies which back up our policy.

Because gtatements on the subject will be more effective coming
from such sources es are noted above, statemsnts from U.S,
officiel sources vill be restricted to a minimum, Statements
from such U.3. private sourceez w8 the AFL or CIO which serve

- the above tasks should be encourwed and explcited as much as

possidle,

OBJECTIVE:

¥We ehall mk inter-Amrican action under the Rio Treaty to eliminate
the extengive COmmiat infiltration in the Guatemalan government vhich P
- hag becom ‘8 mensce to tha peace of the heniaphere. ,

. To achieve the ete.ted objective it will be neceamy to convince tbo
govex-nmnta and people of latin Amricae

1.

That Commiat imperialisn ie 1ntervening 1n the internnl afrdrr '
of Guatemals and through Guatemalan Communists is intervening 1n o
the i.nteml nrfairc and menacing the poa.ce of nai@boring




a. Demonéﬁrating that Guatemala is effectivelyipufsui ' diétéﬁesi' 
. and objectives of the Soviet Union; . A o

" b. Demonstrating that Guatemslan policy and political life is

strongly influenced if not actually dominated by 1nternational<
Communism; : : S :

c. Demonstrating Communist efforts to disturd the peace of
' peighboring countries and overthrow anti-Communist'Qr non- -
Communist line governments; and S
,d.-'ﬁnmnnking Guatemalan and other Comunist attempts tp"'f B
discredit the United Statea and U.S. policies in Latin America..

2. 'That'thé United States 1s second to no nation in 1ts'effecti#e'
efforts to improve the lot of underprivileged pecple throughout

the world, and that it is meking espedially effective efforts .in -
this regard in Latin America. . . e

3. Thgt the United Fruit problem in Guatemsls has no association
with United States efforts to halt Communist sggression in the
- Americss. : '

L, That the Guatemalar case involveg seving democracy from totalitaridn
sggression. :

PUBLIC POSITION:

The posture of the United Stetes in the Guatemelan situstion will be
that of s nation which, while cognizant of its great -strength, is acting in
collaboretion with the other American Republics with forbearance, patience
and dignity befitting such strength in the presence of a wesker (if -
potentielly seriously dangerous) neighbor. We have no quarrel with the -
‘Guatemalan people as such, and we will help them and the other nations.of
the hemisphere rid the area of Communist imperialist intervention in the-
hemisphere. . S ' o e - ‘

—

- (No Foreign Government Dietributi¢n){ Py o




