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Guatemalen Approach - June 5, 1954

1.[? “Jcalled about 9:00 pem. and said it was urgent to see: Lawrence,
he was calllng from[: :]house and could come before 11-'and
this he did. His insistence was because he had an urgent message.‘”‘

2[ jsaid that if the United States is going to organize collective
action against Guatemala it must do so quickly, This word was from the[: ::X;
It had been brought to him by the v1sitor who came on Wednesday, Jhne 2.' It

uould hurt everybodx;;ggggg_gggla, _including the ~anti- Copmpdeds, but this

would not matter if the results could be-achieved, What is important is that

it be instituted very qulckly, as-this is the right time to act. S 'T':t

3. Lawrence said that he is sure something will be done, and thet'Whet-.
ever is done it would be through the intef:American system, as the Uhited
States had pledged itself to act in consultation with the other republlcs
in this Hemisphere.on problems vhlch affect the Hemlsphere.‘ As to when it ‘
would be done Lawrence had no idea, he doubted it could be done very qu1ckly
as there are so many countrles and interests involved., It would obviously
take tlme. |

44[f :]then said that only some form.of external action cen save the
country from the Commuhists. The people are helpless to move against/Arbenz
and his Communist supporters because the latter havevso much more mohey and
organization at their_commend. Lawrence said at this point that he was rather
fed up w1th the constant insistence that the United States do somethlng to

solve the situation when the armed forces had sat on their hands for the last

nine years and placidly watched this situation develop; indeed, if nothing




can be done except by external action, it belied the repeated assertio that
* the Army is anti-Communlst and w:ll not permlt the Connnunlsts to ga:.n control.

It is mp0551ble to recall any other country in the Hemisphere where the Army

has been so soft and :Lneffectual in averting a general danger to the nationa.l

welfare; H in country after country, the armed forces have exerted thelr influence

at the proper time to turn back Communist :mroads ’ and they have not waited

for the int.er-American system or the big brother af the _mﬁb-te-do i‘b for
e

IR

them. .

[ jwas very depressed and said he feels he must get out by the end‘

of this month. He has the opportunity for another job beginm_ng July 1 and

does not want to pass it up. Iewrence asken him whether he uould openly leave

hlS p051tion and denounce ‘the Communlsts at the same time, aa he had long ago;
offered to do.E jhesitated a moment, said that he has two brot.hers 3 three
sisters and his parents in Guatemala and wondered what would happen to them, ':,

" he then said that he would adhere to what he had promised before and that he
will resign publicly, denounce the Communlsts, including Arbenz N and c&ll‘on

his eountrymen to rise up against them; he will say or write a.nythin'g'we Su'gge_st.
Laurence told him that if omly a few others felt like[ 3d1d and had the

same courage the problem would long ago have been settled,
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