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Svecific - CANESSA Views Toward ERRATIC.

REF: [ 211069; DIR 04155,

1. Attached hereto is a copy of a méeting between Minister of
Foreign Relations Roberto E, CANESSA and U.S. Ambassador Michael J .
McDERMOTT. :

2. The memorandum was called E : j by Ambassador
MeDERMOTT 10 June 195l when he was questvioned in rererence to DIR OL155.

3. The Ambassador reiterated his reluctance to see President OSORIO
until he had some answer to OSORIO's request for arms assistance.

L. The attached copy implies that CANESSA is the chief Salvadoran
Government supporter of ERRATIC and does not necessarily speak for OSORTO.
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MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION

June 3, 1954

Participants: Minister of Foreign Afpfirs Roberto CANESSA ;
~ Ambassador Michael JMMcDERMOTT.

I called at the Foreign Office this aftermoon and left with
Minister Canessa a copy of the document entitled "Soviet Commnism
in Guatemala™. He pointed out that there was no identification of
the source of ths document and asked whether there was any objection
to his having it translated and coptes sent to the Salvadoran Ambassa-
‘dors in Central America. I said I regretted I did not have copies in
Spanish; that I would appreciate it if he would have it translated
and see that the President got a copy, and that I saw no objection to
his sending it to the Salvadoran ambassadors. I remarked that a great
deal of work had gone into the preparation of the document; that it
was sure to have involved the work of a good many people. He remarked:
"You people do these things very well; we just don't have the personnel
or facilities for doing such studies.® )

I then impressed upon the Foreign Minister the importance of each
country' s’ inmediately preparing its case to show how it was threatened
by international communism in Guatemala and the special threat involved
by the fact that Guatemala is getting direct arms shipments from behind
the Iron Curtain. I said preparation of Salvador's case would be very
important; that I hoped he would keep in touch with me on it and if I
could be of assistance, just to call on me.

I suggested to Canessa that he knows the Central American peonle and
reactions better than I could ever hope to, and I wondered how he thought
the Guatemalan Govermment would defend itself in a consultative meeting
of the QAS. He said the Guatemalans would follow the same tactics they
did at Caracas; that they would play to the grandstand; they would charge
that United States imperialism was being imposed upon themj that the
United States was seeking the help of other countries to impose it; that
the whole thing was a threat to Guatemalan sovereignty; that it was
threatened only by the United States and not by Russia. These tactica
will get some support for them in Guatemala., Mr. Canessa called it
grandstanding and said both Guatemala and Nicaragua will play to the
grandstand to divert the thoughts of their people from their local
troubles and put the blame, in the case of Guatemala, on the United
States and in the case of Nicaragua, on the commnists,

Canessa said that although “we" do not like dictators, it is most
important for stability in Central America that SOMOZA contimie in '
office in Nicaragua. He said: "We know what he is and where he stands
and we do not know what would take his place if he were removed.” He
said Somoza has gone very far; that if he contimues in the course he is
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following, terror will reign in Nicaragua. He said he knows Somoza very
well and he wished that President OSORIO would send him to talk to Somoza.
He would advise Somoza to try those whom he thinks guilty, sentence them
to death and then pardon and exile them, thus demonstrating compassion;
then things would settle down. I said it appeared to me Somoza was glving
FIGUERES a nerve treatment. Canessa said that was true and he could con-
time to do it if he wished; that things would quieten down if he stopped
frightening his own people. He said he would like to visit both Somoza
and Figueres. I said: "You mean mediation." He said no, it would not
mean mediation; it would mean a feeling out.

I then asked the Foreign Minister whether he thought the United
States proposed resolution goes far enough. He said it did not; that it
would not cure the situation in Guatemala. I asked him how far he thought
we could go and have the support of the other Latin American countries.

He said he didn't know; that what we propose is a step and as such it
would probably be approved. He then said the United States has spent .
millions of dollars in Burope and Asia and could easily spare $5,000,000
to cure the situation in Guatemala. I asked him how we could proceed, He
said YDIGCRAS Fuentes (he brought up the name) needs money; that all he
needs is money to buy arms and to buy the support of Guatemalan army
officers. He could arrange for me to meet General Ydigoras. I said I
had met ldim briefly when I first came here but that I really didn't kmow
muich about him.. I asked whether he was dependabfle. Canessa said Ydigoras
has many good sources of information in Guatemala and that sometimes things
have happened in the morning in Cuatemala and Canessa has heard of them
from Ydigoras by noon. He said he thought 80% of the information that
had come from Ydigoras was correct. T said I understood the Guatemalan
exiles didn't pull together very well and that there was a split. Canessa
then said there were Colonel CASTILLO ARMAS and Ydigoras--just two., He
waid there were just these two men with whom we could deal and why not
deal with both of them. When they had chased the commies out of Guatemala,
let them then decide who was going to run things. I asked how Ydigoras
could get arms, if he had them, into Guatemala. Canessa said there are

a mumber of small ranches up on the border where arms could be concealed
until needed. I asked him if the President would go along with the idea
he had just indicated that arms might be smiggled across the Salvadoran
border. He said there was no question in his mind that the President
would oppose it.

e stressed that this conversation was Just between the two of

us and not to say anything of it and not to use his name, especially

in El Salvador. Consequently, a copy of this memorandum is being
sent only to the Department.

M. J. McDERMOTT
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