CIA HISTORICAL REVIEW PROGRAM
RELEASEAS SANITIZED

1 ITEMS OF ToFORMATION OF POSSILL THTERTS C
TO OR USE BY THE DEPARTWENT OF HTATE AND ™
USIA IN RSLGASES.,
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The following is a2 series of selected itemsof information which
we have received from our sources in Cuatemsls and elsewhare, which
would gppear suitable for use in the form of releases by State end/or
USIA. No effort is made to provide a precise evaluation of each item
of informstion given, but in general it may be ssid that most of the
material has been received in such a way as to lead us to believe
that it iz prebably true. In some cases it is based upon direct
eye-witness ohservation or the monitoring of certaein brosdeasting
stations, etc., and vherever this is the csse it will be so indicated.
Under no circusstances should of this material be attributed to

O o sy OTL gources. The tines gtven are Cuabanalan or Central

1. Ae of 10100 P, M. June 18 the following was reported
from Guatemala City: Mattresses and other balky
materials were obssrved being put in windows and on
the roof of the main Gusrdia Civil building. Tension
was desaribed ss mounting and it was widely rumored
that there might be an outbresk of violence at sy
moment. Tension between the Gusrdia Civil and the
Aruy was being manifested. Control over city elec-
tricity was removed from the Cuerdia Civil by the

Army.

2. It was reparted on the night of June 18 that the radio
af the US Air Force Mission in Guatemala, 83 well as
thaet of the Inter-American Geodetic Survey, has been
shut down by the CGuatemslan Covernment.

3. Vhereass & report was received yesterdsy that rany people
were leaving Ouatemala City 4n hmste, employling sutomo-
biles, carts and other forms of transportation, it was

- reported that as of 2:00 19 June, the eity appeared to be
osla‘und rather relaxed. People were out on the straets
as usual. Stores were closed. A plane was reported to
have come over at 7345 in the morning.

k. With regard to the Cuatemalan govermmmmtel claims of
bombing, and more specifically to the claims of yester-
day that bombs fell on tha house of Colonel HMendosg
and the house of his mother, it was reported that as
of about 10100 P, M. lest night no bombs had fallen on
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either Colonel Mendoza's house or the house of his mother.
There was a report of a house buming whiech might have been
that of Colonel Mendoza's mother, but it was clear that it
wes not hit from the air. (It is believed this report

hes boen further confirmed by an Embassy report stating
that neighbars had obsarved the house being set on fire,
poesibly by Cuatemalan governmentel agents.) Ihere ere
further eye-witness accounts that there have been no
bambs st €ll in Cuatemslen cities, Moreover there 18 no
evidence of any bombing anywhere in Guatemala, The ¢laim
of Toriello that oil storsge facilitiss were bombed in
San Jose is not substantiated by any evidence. In fact
two govermmental planes which were sent off to investigate
the rumor of bombing in San Jose did mot retwrn with any
evidence of asrisl bombing, although it 48 reported that
mermmneomnp. /ihis agy be the same s
the crash reported in the O alan Government ecovaunig
of today which stated that a Oovermment fighter plane

hsd orashed last night, killing the pilet./

Observers in Coatemala City reported that when unidentified
sirerafi flew over Cuatemala City on June 18th the only
things dropped were lsaflets. Thase planes were reported
to heve been fired on from the ground but they did not
return the firs, Ouatemslsn Governmaent sources hsve re-
ported that the plsnes strafed private residences, governe
ment buildings end barracks end bozbed the hesdquerters
of the armed forges and the Firast Infantry Regiment.
Eye-witness cbservers from Guatemala City have denied any
borbing at all end have stated that there wag no airetow
ground fire of any sort.

A radio-nonitoring repert of todsy's date states that
Radio Libarscion at 7103 this morning gave an interview
with Colonel Rodolfo Mendosd, the hegd of the liberation -
Air Force. Colonel Mendosa stated thet the planes whieh
flew over Guatemala City yesterday carried no bombs and
only fired their guns inte the clouds. Another menitoering
report quotes Radio Libergcion as stating that the paeple
ofdmt@atmammdtatmmm»s. :

A report was received todsy from El Salvador to the effect
thet in the event of & revolt in Ouatemala, the Salvadoran
Govermuent would move treops to the border end possibly
declare martisl lawy and would glso set up a stockede snd
confine &1l Communists and other fugitives from the Arbens
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regime, (This report is said to cowe frox “alvadoran
official sources, and althouwgh its sxact accuracy is
not known, it is deemed highly significant 88 an indi-
cation regerding the general position of FEl Salvador.
The confinement of refugees i8 not awusl practioce in

- Latin America.)

It 18 reported that a land-slide has blocked the road
between Cusatemala City and Puerto Barries, although it
is being sumised that this may have been an "indueced®
land-slide.

As of 2130 todey, it was reported from Guatemsla City thst
the Army has taken action elther in support of the liber-
ating forees of Col. Armas or aguinst the Arbems regines
on the other hand, considerable repressive and punitive
activity is being engaged in by eivilisn elements believed
to be "Pecples' ¥Militia® and by the police forces of the
regime, It 45 relisbly reported that the government and
the Communists are stepping up their terroristic activities
end are arresting and killing snti-Coomunists, Martines
Del Rosel is reported to have been sghot through the hesd,
Profects Villegas is reported to have been shot, then yun
over by a truck. Koufmen is reported to have had his
feet burned off before he died,

As of four days sgo there were several reparts of groups of
armed civilisns cperating undar governmental direction.
These reports take particuler significance frem statements
made in early Juns by Communiet labor leadars and Cemmunist
zovemmental officials, to the effect that they were pre-
paring to arm civilians and "create a Workers' Army."

It was reported on 18 June thst Arbensg had =ent hiemother
out of the country on the night of 1S June.

There have bsen reports that the Custsnalan Government has
infiltrated Communiste and agents provocateurs among the
groups of individusls seeking to obtain asylwm in the
enbagaies of El Salwvador, Costa Rics and other neighboring
stat'ons,. :

On 18 June it was reported that the Cuatemalen Govermment
had requisitioned a seven-story bmilding under construction
in Cuatemals City for use as storsge for new amms, The
building in question is near the cusrtel,
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"It is believed that important reference should be made

to the hasty calling-off by the Cuatemalan Covernment

of the very large and widsly-publicized relly which was
supposed to demonstrate wide-spread popular support for
the regime. The first word put out by the Oovernment
came late yesterday w:en it was stated simply that the
demonstration had been called off because of "rain."
After having hed a8 chance to collect its thoughts over
the night, the Cuatemalan Home Service announced today
that the organising ecommittee for the great demonstration
had decided, in view of the fact that there were attempts
to confuse the public by epreading false rumors,to make a
more lengthy statement. This atatement smphasized ve
heavy rsinfall and promised that the demonstration vﬁd
be held in the mear future ®"al whatever price must be
paid.” The Uovemment announcement called on the public
to be calm and asked them not to pey ettention to false
rumorg which were being spread. However, thers are
reports from (uatemala today and yesterdsy that the
Oovernment's hasty reversal of plans for {t& much-publicized
and highly~touted demonstration resulted from one or both
of two things; vis.: (a) Thet the Government suddenly
panicked and lost confidence, fearing that & large demon=
stration within the eity at this time might contain so
many disaffected elements as to result in a bogotaza,

i. 6. the turning of the mob against the Govermment, etc.s
(b) That it had already become evident Ly late yesterdsy
that the demcnstration would be a conspicuons flop ==

a fracaso.
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