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1. Attached is a memorandum containing miscellaneous

‘notes regard Honduran Communist activities, to supplement
the datas contained in referenced reports.
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KISCELLAKECUS ROTES REGARDING HONDUAR COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES

1. Trhe expenses of the group of Honduran Communists who
visited Guatemela City in June 1953 were paid by the Partide
Guaterglteco del Trabajo. While in Guatemgla, the Honduran Conme
minists discussed in detail the situation in Honduras with the
Guatemalan Communists whe made recommend:ti ons as to the zotion

The Honduran Communists reccjnized

which should be taken in BR-nduras. ,
those "recommendations® as identical with “instruetions", During
the visit of the Honduran Communists to Guatesala, the need for
etrikes to obtein better conditions for the Honduran workers was

discussed, At that tize, the Guatemalsn Communists "recommended”
better working eonditions for

loaal strikes to achieve graduall) ‘
the workers. In April 19§¢, Rigoberte PALILLA met in San Salvador
with m=embers of the Partido Guatemalteto del Trebajo and a general
strike of workers was agreed upon,
2. During the early phases of the strike, the Cozmunists were in

conmplete control. A group of Communists was in Bl Progreso during

the early phase of the strike, advising the Cozmunist-controlled
Centrel Btrike Committee. Throe membsrs of the Partide Ouatemalteco
ecl.arahgég- Eax SALAZAR snd Eario BILVA Jonama, Guatemalans and
Yantura 'és, Hopdursn, were also pressnt in Ei Progresc during the
early part of that pericd. The real Communigt leaders in El Progreso
during that period were Rigcberto PADILLA and Dionisio BEJARANG. A
very important Cozmtnist influence in the deciaions reached by the
Communists ot that time was Juan Manuel ZUNIGA, a Honduran who had
bsen in exile in Guatemals for some time and who returned to Honduras
under the assumed nams of Juan GRDOREZ. A1l actions of the Communists,
such a8 Franciseo RICE and César Augusto COTO Umafia, on the Central
Strike Comnmittes, were agresd upon in sdvance by the Commumist group in
El Progreso. ‘?hia Communist group held reguler nmeetings, most of
which lasted far into the night.
3. During the early phase of the strike, the Commumniste in El
Progreso were convinced that the opportunity had presented itself for
esteblishing e¢ Conmmist dictatorship in Hondurss., The Conmunists
. sericusly believed that thisg oculd be accomplished. They expected to
_regeive additional arms from Custemala, which did not arrive, as well as
money which the WFTU promised to send via HRexico, which also did not ‘
arrive. When the Communists in Bl Progreso learned of the U.5.-Hodduran
military assistance agreesent, they considered that this development
negated their possidbilities of establishing a Cozmunist digtatorship
at the time.

4, The actionr by Government asuthorities et the beginning of June
1954 in grreasting César Augusto COTO Umafia and other Cozmunists
completely broke the Communist control of the strike. Some of the
Honduran Communists in E) Progreso went into hiding while ¢thers want

to Guatemala.




5. One of the principsl recommend:tions made by the Guatemalans -
to the Honduran Commuhists in June 1953 was that the Cemmunists
astespt to galn ccntrol of the Partido Demcordfico Revolucicnsrio
Bondurefio (PDRE) and the PDRE be mede into a party "of the working
class®. &ince that tize, the Honduran Communists have been very .
‘active in the PDRH, A Co:xmunist fradion of approximately thirty
msrbers has been endeavoring to guide the PDRE along the lines

reconmtended by the Quatenalan Communists,

6. Guatemals has been the country to which the Honduran Communists

looked for guidance and support. Thsy are now leooking to Kexige.
whoe were {n

It is expected that moat of the Honduran Communist
oxile in OGuatemals will go to Mgxieco. It is elso sher expected
by the BonduranComgunists that with the defeat of Communism in Guatemals,
- the international Conmunist movement will turn 1ts eyes to Honduras
which 18 considered "ripe for Communist development®., Eonduran Com-

munists have received word that they may expect the arrivsl in August
ive the anﬂur&n Communists further

of Commmists from Hexico who will
ingtructions. It is expected tiat during the next two or three months
Ronduran Communist sctivity will be negligidle, but after that "ecoling
off periocd® the Communiste will become ver acty ive fin eadoaverxnx to
make Hondures, rather than Guutesele, the ommuaiat stronghold

Central Amariea.

¥hile the number of militant Communists in Henduras is small,

7.
the Communists roalize that ever & smsll militant minority can achisve
‘ngrmat deal by chaapiouing popular causes. For example, the vatz;x’
Communist militant minor ty was able to ergaaisa anﬁ ecnplc
sontrol the general strike of workers during tho atrtkn's initla

phasesg.
8. The mest important of the anduran Cawnnnises uare bslzevue te
be located as follews es of 1 July 1954

tigoberto PADILLA, in hiding, believed to be in El Progreso area, =~
believed to be

Jose PINEDA Gemes in hiding, fugitive from justice
in Bl Pregrese ares, H $ wife reportedly is en -averins to arrange
for his travel to Yexico.

dionisic BEJARANQO, last known whereabouts, Guatemals.

lentura RAMCEB, last known whereabouts, CGuateizala.

charged with

‘fsar Augusto CGTG Umafia, in prison 18 Legueigalpaé 'cr .
e workers,

“rebellion” for his setivities in general stri
ieetor BEVILLA Chirinos, last known whareabeutsé Gug:emala.
exmala.

'van Manuel ZUNIGA, Yast known whereabouts, Gue
rancisco RICS, whereabouts not known. Reportedly in hiding.
Authoritiea looking for hi= with warraat for his arrest on
charges of "rebellion" for activities in general strike of workers.

Last known wheresbouts, Tela.




Gustavo ANDARA Bulnes, in prison in Teguaigalpa, chsrged with
" “rebellion" for bis participation in student demcnstration
of 23 June 1954, , ,

Rodolfo ROSALEE Abella, in prison in Tegucigalpa, charged with
“"rebellien” for his participation in student demonstration of
23 June 1954, - .

Oscar HONCADA, in prisen in Teguclgalpa, having been arrested on
2% June 1954 in connection with the student demonstration.

. The Cariistas reportedly are protecting him from being
charged with “rebellion®, and 1t is expected that he will be
released on ball. Other Communists have begowe susplolous
gg gi:ar KORCADRA because of the reperted Carkists interest.

Antonio FAJARLO, in Jail in Pusrto Cortes, awaiting trial, for

. <partic§§aéion in incidents in Pusrto Cortes on 27 April 1954,

Antonio KADRID, Jr., last known wheresbouts, Guatemala. v

BRamon ROSA Figuerocas, Jr., lsst known whareabouts, Guatemals.

Leon Adalberto CUSTGDIO, in Tegucigslpa, reporteﬁly endeavoring to
arrange travel to Mexico, _

José Marla PALACIOS, who had baen residing in La Esperanza, has
been in hiding in the Tegualigalpa aréa, and is rqgeréedzy
éndeavor to arrange travel to Hexioo, .

Franoisco CANDUNA, {n Tegueigalpa prison, swniting trial for
“pebellion™ in connection with aeeivities in general strike
of workers,

Juan B. CANALES, free on bail in Puerto Cortés.




