- CIHISTORICAL REVIEW PRoGRAY

o RELEASES SANIT!ZED

VIA ATR POUCH

70 ;Lmoom' o o | DATE:s 15 MARCH 1954
L iR IRFOt CHIEF, WiD

. SUBJBCT: Generul - Operational '
& - Political Situsﬁan,'mz Salvador, 1l March 195k,

le nmzmmmemmwmpmﬂmumummmmmr,
. 4n regponse to Para 2 of reference request; is herchy submitted. A caveat

E 1amemdﬁatmmmmmmumwmuumww

. the reference mmmmmmhmmmmmdgeof
the I¢ should be also added thet the resulting opinions
reflsct & co on of fact, on, and g  information over the
poziodlomtober)sﬂ;,mt&s arrived in El Salvador, to

(Pamgmphsmdesignatedbywemeletmaasthosc of the guidance

- questionaire)

a, O0OSORIO m:ight be expected ﬂ‘m his Indian blood, operates
th{nlca in subjective tormsy Outside menaces are all in

ﬂwmcategoryto!ﬂm,dimmgonlyintm degree to
which effect Salvador and hie own personal position. He
ia anti- Pererce and natiomalistic rather than a fanatic
anti-Cogmnist and his resisténce to Communism is predicated
on practical termn of precisdly how he .can effectively resist
it vithout exposing Salvador tnd himsslf to avoidable impasses.

Whenhamdoﬁicemmdeﬁmmlywthemninm
thinking but, wben the left wing sought to enhance its position
and power, he swung to the far right to defeat it, When the
right thereupon smght to exploit its position he denied it and
agsuned 8 centor-of-the-rcad pogition which he has consistently
mawmmmma@m evidences no disposition to

He can hsnce be said to be tel.yeenharasofthecurrent
mmmmwemwwmomrmammr-
iy f=shion without departing f£raom his own secure central position.
It 1s perhaps no coincidence $hst he is an expert chess player,
nor irrelevant that he is now 8t extremely wealthy man by any

standards, . /“{B




that 1t would be unjustified

" gpeculation to say he could not do as he pleases externally.
However his inhwrent naturej uf indicated by tho internal posi-

ﬁonhehasnamd, pmcludeahista!d.ngaxvactionagamst
. Customala, _

. sole openlywcomuitted c&LLIMS mppo:wam approachad a very
wealthy businegsman with whom OSORIO is extremely indtimate and,
knowing tho business man had femily holdings in Guatemala, asked

rormm.ummmunw j

’
\ .

w::mmwmwmofmmmmm
_ ra 1t would be a pes ‘preference rather than an official
ongi ‘AR this incident wonld @sprove any contention he has a
. persansl, favorite, He is known,; on the other hand, to have
personitl end intimate oontacbﬁ.th ERRATIC and to receive his

 visits kindlye Thamisnoappamntevidencelwhasewraeen
CALLIOERIS,

d. msammmmmommammm
guch influencs may be instantly plsced in the category of a pre-
. varicatory He responds oniy ta facts which he will then proceed
tomightagdmtthebalmmafmpmbableeﬂectonsumdor
and on Ms ovn vosition theredn. Those people who soe hin
mgular]y,andmﬁmﬁrsttode:vanyinﬂnemeonm,am:

(Setu. Wintster of Defensy NOLTRA
(Seto. Foreign Minister)RobertoCANESSA

( Satv, Hinloter of Economy)Rafes}<MESA ATAY
(=alo mmmrotkgrlcultumk@erﬁoﬁ

. ‘ sidant of Compenia dg ¢ cg{_%w
Banler and President of t.m ton Booperative "Liko" )

SEERE

"t
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Thess psople have never evidenced profcrcncea for the various
(uatemalan entities except to dislike ARBENZ and his followsrs
.and $o0 maks it apparent they have little if any iase for"Chapines"
(Ouatomlam) in gamral vhether at home or in exile.

e. @oloml\ Osoar*BOLANGS s not curranﬂy in a position to exsercise

any officlal infiuende. His personal influence suffered greatly
when his resignation as Minister of Defense was demansd and
fortheoming by OSORIO. The twmis reason for this demand dates
back to Cuadaloups Day in Decezber of 1953 when BOLANOS offered
transportation to and from Salvedor:to the Bishop of Havana by
Army airoraft. OSORIO refused to honmor the offer but BOLANOS
sent the aircraft needlessly without sven informing OSORIC of
1ts dfspatch. This, of courss, wednt BOLAKOS must suffer a
porlonal rebuff from OSORIO of ouoh natum that his resignation
was necessary.

This gituation was in many ways a comdy of errors. The American
Ambmador had expressed himself in such a manner, presumably,
wherein it was conceived he was committed to provide officlal
USAF trmportaﬁ.on for the Archbishop. This being denied by
Washington, frantic tslephone calls were made to Foreign liinistsr
Robsrto CANESSA who wuld have no part of the affsir.(Assistant
to progurs the Salvadoran ralt Trom BOLANOS who suffsred loss
of his Ministry as a result. As a matter of fact,(Assistant
Minister of Defenss,)Lt.Col, Albertc ESCAUILLA, had previously
refussd to go to his office as a token of his objsction to the
financial conduct of BOLAKOS in Army contracting while a group
of high-ranking Army Officers had called en masse on OSORIO and
petitioned his relief from the post of Minister. Hence, there
can be logical spsculation whether the cause for relief was not
dlvoreced from the {immediate occasion therefor and actually simply
terminatsd a long existing and oohtimd.ng basis of ccemplaint.

Aftsr a pericd of wafting OSORIO gm him a sinecure as a Presi-
dential Secretary.-In this position the duties of which BOLANOS

has naver really undertaken although he does draw the salary, is
without sny real authority and di:qctly under the Presidentisl eye.
The fact BOLANOS and MOLINA both grew up with OSORIO would explain

the kindness to him slthough the influence of the Church and a past
political debt to BOLAKOS may havs also influenced OSORIO. Currently
1t can be stated BOLANOS has no spedific influence. On the contrary,
the Army would appear to have rejacisd him for reason of his question-
able tonduct when Ministsr of Defenss. He is not a msmber of the
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powsrful Masonic group as i8 OSORIO and other key figures.
In answer to para 3 of the raeference dispatch it can be said probably
the best method of obtaining an answer to OSORIO's position in regard
CALLIGERIS would be for an ODYOKE official to ask him the direct
question. The answoer cannot bs reasonably predicted but it is certain
an answer would result. Meanwhile 0SORIO is sufficiently secure and
basically enough of the Indian not to be susceptible to the press nor
4o -be influsnced by persons. Such attempts would probably only incur
his wrath and anger. It is readily apparent he does not propose to be
{nvolved nor to involve Salvador in any interference in Quatsmsla. An

example of this is In his Instructions to Roberto CANESSA who is openly

antagonistic to the Guatemalan regime and mskes no gecret of his im-
pression something should be done about it. CANESSA has stated he has,
in mo uncertain terms which he dare not defy, been ordared by OSOR1O
not to sxpress hils official opinion nor to become {nvolved in any man-
ner which could compromise the Government. This may, in part, explain
CANESSA's conduct at Caracas. '

It is remotely possible an ERRATIC/CALLIGERIS entante might achieve &
tocit assurance of non-intarference with efforts based « ir
since ERFATIC is known to enjoy the personal friendship of OSORI0 and

and a concentrated effort by both gentlemen might appeal to him as

insuring a friendly government in Cuatemala thareafter. However, ERRATIC
in all truthfullness statas he would prefer to present fait accompli to
OSORIO and rely on his ratification rather than approach hin prematurely

and risk a refusal. Thera is also a school of thought which points out

cal record that thess

that CALLIGERIS is accspted as s TJentity. It is a matter of histori-
[f) Z}haye always vied for influence
in Honduras. By the sams token 1t may be correctly postulated the same is
now true of Cuatemsla. In that case {¢ wonld be logical to sssume 0SORIO
would consider ERRATICA his man and refuss any assistance to CALLIQGERIS

anless ERRATIC was assured of soms power and influence along with him.
This would fit into what is known of OSORTIO'= ahargoter and reactions

since he would certainly resent gseaing a[: :]controlled man in power
in edjoining Guatemala espacially when elections will shortly bs forth-

coming in Honduras as well. To ignore this school ie to belie his pro-

ficiency at chess,——and no one does that! Hence the conclusion is reach-
ed that regardless of whether ERRATIC can contribute tangible assets or
not to the CALLICERIS movement, there is a definite indication an accord
bstween them, duly made known to OSORIO, might well pay profitable po—

14tical action dividends.
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