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This document contains information affecting the national defense of the
United States, within the meaning of Pitle 18, Sections 793 end 794, of -
the U.5. Code, as amended, Its transmission or revelation of its con=
tents b or receipt by an unamthorized Derson is prohivited.by law, The‘“”

jzepropuction of this report is prohibited, : .

This UNEVALUATED INFORMATION is suppl ied for the possible interest of your analysts,
It does’i?a’rmrmeeaination by 00-B report, oA e

‘Source or Clarifying Statement:

Us citizen.£_ ’ S 3

Source was expelled from Guatemalac ’ o Jfor_aliyeéed action sgainst
the Government, - . o L :

1. The day I errived in the sleepy town of Asuncion Mfta 1&1 southeas tern Guafemala
two and one-half years ago, the nightmare of Communist persecution seemed a
nillion miles away, =~ ' ' ‘

- _ _ , o JI bad come to this:vi:
3000 people in the lush valley of the extinct volcano, Suchitén,’

of the past, a typical Central American villége complete®with sy
where the people came to gossip at the communal well, - ’

3. The Iron Curtain wes 6000.milea avay, in a part of the':worldjthesej_s»imple people -

~ had never hear of. It dida't seem possible that the odius influence of Géorsi -
Malenkov could reech into thig republic of coffee and colorful Indiens only two
hours by air from the Panama Canel and 1000 miles from New Orlesns, h :

4, Yet during the next two years, with my own eyes, I saw it happen here on the
American continent, 1 watched a mere handful .of Power~mad 'men-in“Asuncion Mita

7 baids tied. My i . |
when a8 en indigngnt individuel[ I
] ves silenced by the ‘Yocal Red=

i

led police.

% T ogy

6, Just as if I had been benind Burope’s Iron Curtain, I wes. arrested,. interrogated, |
 and insulted, And on Peb 3:54, a day after the errest.of two Americen Teporters, ‘

. was puf on a plane bownd for New York and foreidly expelled from & country : Cod

g . - had become one of the first victims of - i
ommunist persecution on the Americen continent, ’
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When I came %o Mita fn October 1951, I found it as I had pictured it ~ hot,
colorful, and poverty-ridden. Three-quarters of the 35,000 SpenisheIndian
ledinos I administered to in the area were landless and illiterate, fThey .
worked their mesger 8trips of rented soil with crude hoes ‘much as their ances-
%ers, the Mayans, had done. They had little use for politics., Governments
came and went without stirring hese honest, simple people.: T

comagpetir .

-2 -

Asuncion Mita itself was sma.u.[; , " _lthe town boasted
a police station, town hall, pos office, and some 25 8hops, .- We had no news-

Paper or radio station and only one telephons,. Sy : R
Once a month [; o o N ’VJ’gpu.red. my divs__t,;:g.lc‘t
ina our jeep, visited Catholics who had Bever before heard ‘a radio or sesn a

- car, Thgyla;-e & warm~hearted peopl

N

ceem s

Things were relatively quiet my first eight months  in a,  Our local political
situation was typical of the naticn as a vhole, The government bloe, which
most people considepdd pro~Communist, controlled the town. . The mayor," David
Medinny yas a member of the PAR, the Party of Revolutionary Action, thd majority’
rarty of President Jacobo Ardenz, ’ R

There were less than g handful of outright Communists in Mita, -They had . n:
trated-some: of the inportant positions — Chief of Polige,‘and.;»-leadegshi .0f
Peasants Union, the Campesino Federation — but they were still too weak to
show their true hand, . .

Then in June, 1952, our town was shaken from 1ts sluuber,: .’ What happensd in: -
Mit took place simltaneously throughout Guatemala, = The -National Oongr,gq'_q, £
Passed the Agrarian Reform Law and before long, I was witnessing the almost
complete Communization of Asuncion Mita, The law had supposedly been passed

to answer the peasant's crying need for land, But I Saw it used as a ruthless
political tool -that accomplished a blogdless Red Tevolutiony ;. . i

A semi-1111terate Oommumist, Isabel Viver, wes brought in as ¥
for Mitas=sHeswas g surly-faced, cocky man .who knww -how :to

power, His- five man committee, requir law, wWere metb

i

Viver worked swiftly, He expropristed uncultivated land from the fingusren:
and payed them in wmthless 25 year bonds.*'Armed with 1ad the peasants hav.

dreamt of for centuries, he and his cohorts weist into the interdor; here they ¥
were wvarmdy greeted by the impoverished tenant farmers .. .

v \ﬂy‘c:},w .

. To got free land, Vivar told them, all they had to do was join the Red-controlled
Pederation and support his choice in the dections., He would tell them whigh of
the candidates really wanted land reform, - .. - e e R

R A

ants of -

I viewed the vhole diabolical echeme with horror, Only about 750 pe
more than 10,000 around Mita received land. But in an ares- :

: Tinal “they ‘became® 1dable  PO11t1oaT:
could produce at'wil

- - _ L JI felt closer to ‘thess people than
the Communists could hope to, I felt the horridle inequality of their so Loty
and the need for land distrivution, tut I also kmew thq‘v;chimnistg:werq_'jﬁuﬁgg,g‘
these peasants into exchanging the rich fingueros for & herder end crueler master,
The clever law, in most cases, even kept Yitle to the land out of the hands of
the campesinos, The government gave them use of about 5 manzanas (9 a.cres_)

The Communist bribe was still temptingf
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_Communists counted on the 1iterate Iieopl
-, A8 alwegs,” the great majority of the peo -6 _would not.votd afigl:
of no’interest, others becemse they 1ived in the inaccessibl

"On the election days, November 21-23, Mita was a busy little to

st

T hed done nothing political, but Vivar was infuriated. He greeted me in .
stony silence when we met at an official function, As I wes later to learn,
he had sent to tha Notiansl Rolice asking for my arrest. I realized
that as] Americen I was doubly vulnerable, y
Soon after, I curiosly approached one of. the campes nos who had accepted
Vivar's offer. 9I know nothing of polities [ fout™ it getting 1and 1s
Communism, I guess I am one too, ¥ e SR
I couldn't expl'a..in how the ruthless Redfmiﬁéfity were ﬁa% la.nd —fje'fbr’m $o
steal Guatemala out from under him, But what he couldn®t tnderstand.was obw
vious %o most of the literate Guatemalans, T Y
Presidente Jacobo Arbenz denies that his government is controlled by the Reds,
He insists the -Communists are only part of the bloec that overthrew Dictator )
Ublco in 1944, But everything I heard and saw refuted him,

In meny ways Gﬁatemala was iﬁdistiﬁéﬁishablé from & Soviet:‘sétélliie. “0ce
sionally, I picked up a copy of the government newspaper, bro of:

Both 1t end the officlal goverament radio scho the Kremlin:line,

glowing accounts of the progress in Eastern Europe and Re_d"_:ehina,

Last May Day 1 sew Arbenz embrace Red Lahor leader Gutierres while 20,000
" workers waved posters denouncing Uncle Sam a8 a cruel "Mr, Moneybags. ¥ -

Even rumors that the congressgonaj.:él;ééders are seciotly Reds Wi ¢
- substantiated, Prencisco Fernande¥, then head of thé miunis ¢
_ Jajority PAR, told his s _

‘trans1tio estfned tp disappéar into th,

“The day Stalin died,éongress b8,
~ former Congressional rresident fk

Peace Conference in Vienna angd” tire
All the Kremlii;fs charges
government trucks and
to germ warfare in Kor
At first I was shocked by the entire pricture, The thought that a Soviet S

satellite is growing so close to home seemed incredible, But any doub
may have had were erased this Nove ber during our elections for Mayor

.o

I

mmunist Pafty, PUA, was’ (33 &ao
Vivar could count on the governmen ,employee_s @and his. cempesin,

:Botii sides piut'on a héated cam;paign.,c

I took no part in the cempaign, but the annoyed Reds checke
‘ Jmh"e'i' heard hotg}}_ing incrip—inaﬁ;é; k

v o

delivering his vote, Government trumcks bed been sent into the’linterior to - |
pick up campesinos anxious to vote for their "benmefactor®, But vhen the PUA
tried to hire private trucks to plcl g thelir supporters, tiey were stopped by
police, : A dAl :
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&l-tina 22z & month Rater, oa Jammary 29, I was arr st

b3,

- Brex the deinded Campesinos ere not real Marxists tut simple people.seeking

-E-

Iverything cansidered I was plessed whem the results camg
bzt 1ot to Viar by caly 78 wetes. And in neardy ¥
) o had trounced the zowernment cen
ati-Commnist aiso won in Jutizpe, the depariment seat,
Zafn stole the Eailots and declsred the victory invalid,

P Heds of course are much sirenmger im some areas, Whéle they saw fit to
tirow their Compesinos to the P “Iuv WEte; -they ran their own Communist :
(Baiar) Perty candidetes in otier towms end won, -InEscuintla, the Red
candidale was elected moyor evem thamzh he wes in Most':‘bv ‘at the time,

E wax arested for the first tmé_,. ‘ "2 had just.
reSreed frem smotiher tour yhez I was £pld the police had beex' ocking for me,
The next serning bdmh%ltﬁ, E went to the police gia 1. dddn'ts
reforn wxiSE a few days later. <. o E

T Ixdfan police chief questimed me for hours, trying to put words in ny
zowth, befece ke fimally told me kasd erders for my deéportation, It seems
e locsl Emds kad cherged me with four ®crimes®; 1, I had entered Guatemal
filegally. 2. I had distrituted snti-Commmist 1eaﬂeta2 ’ v j
3. I &iin®t hawe proper documents. 4. I hed ferried snti=Red voters to the

E almget turned hime vithanga‘.c

. ’ 71?&*- it was such a blatant frame-up,
E kad exterel Gratemsle legally on & U. S passport and was visiting in
Gxatemzla City the dzy I was suzpased %o have been electioneering,

At the last wimcte I was saved Yy the Govenor at Jutlaps 5 ' ' )
» ot not wxtil the Red police had ted me and driven

%= In & bumgy Jeep™to police hesdqmerters in Guatenala Oity 100 miles away,

L was Zinslty releated with & warnizg snd a three month ex visa,

tension of

_ : o] BRCCOEAD
Eixister of Exferigr Affaiié to rdlessd me froa ki °

h? oy ?ku;}ﬂ', tat the Wts pressed
E 1ot the comstry by flancl
R S .

B

$iice xy retmm, I kave been ssiedz "Mhat can the ‘Anti~Gommunists do in .
Fzztem=lal* Tt fs true that wiih %ke exception of Guatemala City (which
sent 21 of the 5 snti-Bed depoties to Congress), they are floundering and
canfuged — without a positive zrogram to attrect the peasant vote, But
I% Is =ot extirely their famdt., The pessants are illiterate and often dif-
fEenlt to reach. The FUA kss gliso beem savegely ettacked and recently the

B legisPzfiors zsked for suppresism of the enti~Comminist press and radio,
Poen Eofs Jemmry, most of their Isafors were arrestedfor )

There §= wtilE kope, fhe people of Gumtemale are basical ~Comumnist.

& chizmplon. ko the great mess of Caabemala's ‘3,000,‘000:5‘?603;9 who belong,

s nefther side Is the free worli®s greatest weapon,

¥e tos cam kelp. Not by leandins Merfnes or instituting o vengeful coffee
emfigrge thet wocld Ispoverisk e nxtiom snd strengthen the Reds, We cen help .
% understending the situation, by Zivimg economic aid to ‘the non-Communist

Eziin—fperican remilice, md 3 exposing tb.e-Gommhigt for what they are to

e vorld and Exe Guatemelsn peple,

The sitratien #= wrgent. So urgent that unlees Guategélé's niode:pate. lideral
citizens waie wp te the danger and sct. we will one dsy soon see an Iron
wﬁm rize ex the American coctiment, .
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