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5 March 1954

MEMORANDUM FOR: Chief, WH

SUBJECT : Memorandum Report
The Caribbean Legion -- Luperon Landing
REFERENCE : Case K-250

l, The enclosed memorandum report comprises the sum of
unclassified data which we have been able to assemble regarding
the Caribbean Legion, in response to your request of 1 March,
The examination is limited to the question of Guatemala's official
or semi-official tolerance and support of this armed force during
the period when it was based on Guatemalan soil and launched an
attack from that point against the Dominican Republic,

2. Most of the information herein is quoted from the official
report of the Investigating Committee of the Organization of Ameri-
can States, published in the Annals of the OAS, Vol, II, No, 3, 1950,
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Lol Copies of this report, in English and in Spanish, are attached for

(= E your F:onvenience.
- 3. We also append a memorandum incorporating certain
a (7] w items of classified information supporting the conclusions of the

s v OAS,
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Enclosures:

1, The Caribbean Legion -- Luperon Landing
2, Annals of OAS, Vol. II, No. 2 and No, 3, 1950,
3. Classified Statement on the Caribbean Legion,
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5 March 1954

MEMORANDUM FORt Chief, WH
SUBJECT ¢ Memorandum Report

The Caribbean Legion -~ Luperon Landing

REFERENCE : Case K-250

1, The enclosed memorandum report comprises the sum of
unclassified data which we have been able to assemble regarding
the Caribbean Legion, in response to your request of 1 March,
The examination {s limited to the question of Guatemala's official
or semi-official tolerance and support of this armed force during
the period when it was based oa Guatemalan soil and launched an
attack from that point against the Dominican Republic,

2, Most of the information herein is quoted from the official
report of the Investigating Committee of the Organisation of Ameri-
can States, published in the Annals of the OAS, Vel, II, No, 3, 1950,
Coples of this report, in English and in Spanish, are attached for
your convenience,

3. We also append a memorandum incorporating certain
items of classified information supporting the conclusions of the
OAS,
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Chief, RQM/OIS

Enclosures:
1. The Caribbean Legion -- Luperon Land
2, Annals of OAS, Vol, I, No, 2 and No, 3, 1950,
3, Classified Statement on the 6aribbm Legion,
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THE CARIBBEAN LEGION -- LUPERON LANDING

The group of Central American military adventurers and political .-
dissidents which took the name "Caribbean Legion* in 1948 was organi-
zed by remnants of the so-called Ejercito de Liberacion de America
{ELA) which conducted the {ll-fated Cayo GConfites expedition against
the Dominican Republic in 1947,

After that defeat, the cadres were reformed in Guatemala as the
Ejercito de Liberacion de Costa Rica and in March-April 1948 became
the deciding factor in the revolutionary action which overthrew the Picado
: government of that country and led to establishment of a provisional
government under Jose Figueres,

After the close of the Costa Rican fighting the irregulars adopted
the name "Caribbean Legion," They were at the peak of their power,
prestige and influence and their leaders were on jntimate terms with
Figueres and Presidents Arevalo of Guatemala and Prio Socarras of
Cuba, With Figueres! blessing headquarters and training bases were
established in Costa Rica, Their general aim was to eliminate the

N , Central American and Caribbean dictatorships and eatablish democratic
: ' regimes in their places, The wing of the Legion which eventually made
headquarters in Guatemala was largely dominated by leaders who sought
the establishment of a socialist Central American Union,

“The putpous ;nd motivations of the leaders and individual mem-
bers of the Caribbean Legion were and have always been a combination
of revolutionary {dealism, political opportunism and mercenary mili-
tarism, Gommunism was not a characteristic feature of the Legion at
any time; those who revealed Gommunist tendenéies or affiliations were
& minority, and from 1948 onwards a positive anti-Communist current
led to divisions and contributed to the eventual disorganization and dis-
persal of the organization, - ,

The two principal leaders of the Guatemalan section of the Legion,
“General" Miguel Angel Ramires, former chief of staff of the Caribbean
Legion, and his aide Jorge Ribas Montes, are still living in Guatemala
but are not known to be engaged fn active revolutionary enterprises.
However, the Nicaraguan revolutionary Professer Edelberto Torres,
now openly pro~Communist, who headed the leftist faction of the Legion,
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has been prominent for some years as a leader and organizer of pro-
Communist activities {n Guatemalan educational circles, The Hon-
duran revolutionary and notorious pro~-Communist, Colonel Francisco
Morazan; formerly active in the Legion, remains in a key position in
the Guatemalan Government as private secretary to President Arbens,

As recorded in the Resolution adopted by the Provisional Organ of
Consultation of the Investigating Committee of the OAS February 21,
1949, "The Government of Costa Rica took the steps that were indis-
pensable in order to avert the existence on its territory of any organi-
zation whose object might be conspiracy against the security of the
Nicaraguan Government or those of other American States,

"Some of the persons who had been dispersed in Costa Rica
continued their activities in other countries of the Caribbean = —
zone, Availing themselves of the regular facilities for free tran-
sit between Cuba and Guatemala, and making occasional trips to
Mexico and the United States, they continued their efforts to or-
ganize expeditions and fighting forces destined very shortly to
show themsgelves disposed for a new attempt at invasion of the
Dominican Republic,

“"Part of the armament relied upon by the Cayo Confites con-
spirators and not seized in its entirety by the Cuban Government,
was evidently increased by subsequent purchases and through
facilities provided by Guatemalan authorities, and was concen-
trated in Guatemala, where it was loaded on the various plénes
destined to take part in the invasion of June 18,"

From the Guatemalan base, the Caribbean Legion ptepared a new
attack on the Dominican Republic in June, 1949, Early Sunday evening,
19 June, two amphibian aircrafts, a Catalina and a Gruman H.l, 096-N,
attempted to land invasion supplies on the coast of Luperon township,
Province of Puerto Plata, Dominican Republic, One of the two planes,
succeeded in landing, but a mixed gréoup of soldiers and townspeople
killed all but one member of the invading party. The wespons and sup-
plies which they were attempting to land included miscellaneous rifles,
machine guns and ammunition, grenades, TNT, and medicines, '

The Guatemalan government subsequently denied that it had any

connection with this invasion, The Investigating Committee of the OAS
stated, however:

2o




“"There is proof that the Catalina aircraft, which madea
water landing at Luperon, took off at the Lago de Izabal in the
Republic of Guatemala, The testimony presented td the Com-
mittee indicates that the delivery of the armament and the
preparation of the aforementioned amphibious plane were
facilitated by military authorities at the air base of San Jose
de G\lltemlll.

"“The testimony referred to in the immediately preceding
paragrapgh, and other sources of information, including the
documents of the Inter-American Peace Committee, afford
evidence that the planes of Mexican commercial registry, XA~
HOS (C-47) and XB-HUB {C-46), which later (on June 18) landed
on Mexican territory, were likewise outfitted and made ready
at the San Jose Military Air Base in Guatemala, under the super-
vision of the Chief of the Guatemalan Afr Forces,
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“It is clear that Guatemalan authorities facilitatéd and per-
mitted continuous asid illegal activities as regards traffic in
arms and passage of planes, It is likewise a fact that the revolu-
tionary leaders, Eufemio Fernandes (Cuban), Juan Rodrigues and
Miguel Atigel Ramires (Dominicans), Miguel Francisco Morasan
(Honduren), and many others identified with the illieit activities,
enjoyed privileges and facilities that were helpful in the prepara- .
tions for the Luperon attack, The aforementioned Eufemio Fernandes,
who played an active part at Cayo Confites and who {according to his
own statements) was not connected at the time with any official
L post, appears & an cutstanding leader of the invasion of June 1949,
o In May 1949, a month prior to the Luperon incident {so his testi-.
Coen mony runs), he resigned from his post as Chief of the Cuban
Secret Police, although the information furnished by the Cuban
authorities indicates that the said resignation was submitted on
April 1, 1948, The Committee has no additional {nformation
regarding the ac¢ceptance of the resignation or the appointment
of a titular substitute,

“"The Guatemalan Army planes, T-1 and T-2, which were

linked with the attempted invasion, and also the two planes
{C~46 and C-47) of Mexican commercial registry, which were

.




carrying armament and expeditionary forees, made a landing
on Mexican territory, The two planes last named, together
with the persons traveling in them, were officially detained by
the Mexican Government, and the armament earried by them

- was selined,

"The Government of Mexico has supplied the Committee
with a Hst of the persons detained and with a copy of the inven-
tory of the armament, the latter now being in the custody of
Mexican military authorities, *

Several Spanish Republican exiles, some of them known Commu-
nists, were among the members of the expedition who were detained
in Mexico, The Guatemalan Foreign Minister, the late Enrique
Munos Meany, made special efforts to obtain theiy release,

The OAS Investigating Committee further reported that during
its stay in'the Dominican Republic, the Committee Yhad an opportunity
to inspect the armament confiscated at Luperon by the Dominican
authorities, This armament includes fifteen 45~calibre Redsing sub-
machine guns (Model 50), whose serfal numbers correspond exactly
to those of precisely the same quantity of weapons ecquired in the
United States by an agent of the Guatemalan Government and exported
in January 1949 with the Guatemalan Ministry of Defense as their
destination, The numbers of these sub-machine guns -(wht‘gh have been
duly checked) are as followss 110877, 110917; 111331; 112401; 113086;
110767; 110527; 1112243 113195; 113389, 113663; 112278; 111944, 110408
109028, ' S .

"The zemainder of the armament, made up of heterogeneous
elements, could bave gome from what was left of the armament
formerly at the disposal of the Cayo Confitéa conspirators, or .
from materisl acquired later,

"Immedi{ately after the events at Luperon, part of the arma-
ment destined for the aforeshtd invasion remained in Guatemala,
for undetermined reasons, This armament, which was trans-
ported first from the San Jose air base to a public buildhg in
Guatemala Gity, was later deposited in a residence on the shore
of Lake Amatitlan, '
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"When the military uprising of July 1949 broke out in
Guatemala, shortly after the agsassination of Golonel Arana,
My, Eufemio Fernandes made & non-stop flight from Habana
on & plane that carried ¢ertain war materials designedto -
assist in suppressing the uprising, Beveral Guatemalan offi-
cials were exiled as a result of the insurrection, and were
taken from Guatemala to Habana in a Gompania Aviateca plane,
under the custody of Messrs, Eufemio Fernandes and Miguel
Francisco Morazan, both of whom were veterans of the revolu-
tionary operations in the Caribbean area,

"At the Rancho Boyeros airport, the abovemeéntioned offi~
- clals were handed over to Mr, Erusdino Vilela Pena, Acting
Chief of the Secret Poliee of Cuba, and conducted to the Hotel
San Luis, the Guban headquarters of the Dominican exiles,
owned by Mr, Cruz Alonso, where they remained for some
time under guard, "

There was open evidenge in Guatemala which strongly supported
the conclusions of the OAS Committee regarding Guatemalan offieial
and semi-offi¢ial aid to the Caribbesn Legion, Guatemalan armed
forces equipment and serviges, including use of the Guatemalan Air
Fbrce, apparently were meade available to the Legion, Members of
the Legion were maintained on certain Government Intervened Farms
{Finca;g Nacionasles). The Mintstry of Communications and Publi¢
Worke apparently payed the ¢cost of maintaining the two vessels Predo
de Alvarado and Tecun Uman which were put under Guatemalan registry
and used by the Legion, According to the findings of the OAS Com-
mittee, "“in the course of its demunciations the Dominican Republic
bas referred yepeatedly to the vessels Patricia and Alicia, which werze
anchored in Cubun waters during the Luperon fucident, The Compania
Maritima Indoamericana {established on June 11, 1949), whose Presis
dent and one of whose three stockholders is My, Crux Alonso, sold these
vessels on September 26 of the same year to Lic, Ricardo GCastaneda
Paganinl, Minister Plenipotentiary of Guatemasla in Cuba, who was
acting in the name of the Executive of his country and as a representative
of the Guatemalan Government, It should be noted that it was Mr, Crux
Alonso for whom a landing barge, the Patria, was destined, when its
export license waa revoked by the United States Government in August
1947, upon discovery of the fact that the said barge waes destined for the
Cayo Confites revolutionaries,
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"The vessels Patricia and Alicia sailed from Habana to
Puerto Barrios, where one of them anchored-on November 27,
1949, and the other on November 30, under the new pames of
Pedro de Alvarado for the boat that arrived first nﬂd 'umn Umm
for the one that arrived on November 30,

*Declarations made by the respective C-.ph.!nl state that at
the time when these vessels were visited by the Committee,
their crews were entirely of Cuban nationality, which is also
the pationality of the aforesaid Capteins; The vessels are under
the charge of the Guatemalan Ministry of Communications which
takes care of maintenauce expenses and rays the wages of the
crews,"
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THE CARIBBEAN LEGION

mmmammmmm
und governments in all of the Central American and Cariddean Repub-
Hies, Guatemals, inmﬂo.mumammhm
revolutionary events of 1949 than was Cuds, Jose Figueres, now
Prestdent of Costa Rica, first achisved office with the help of the
Legion, Two points of significance at the present time, however,
apmwuummcofﬁmmamtmnuadMWr
countries concerned,

The first lies in the fact that the pro-Communist leadership which
appesred as & minority element in the Legion during 1947-49 {s the
caly lsadership whith bas retained influsnce in Guatemala, Those
former nm-Communist officars of the Lagion whe still reside in
Guatemala asem to be lMving on slender means and to dbe inactive

e The formor pro-Communist leaders of the Lagion, on
the sther hand, such as Morasan and Torres, are recipients of
favor and privileges from the Guatomalan government,

Morasan, as is well imown, was ons of the sssassing of Colonel
Franecisce Javisr Avama, Chief of the Armed Forces, Colonal Arams
was an epposent of Cammunis and just prior to bis assassin
mumumwwummdmehu«thtﬁm-
malan defonse funds and facilitics had been given to the Cavibbean :
Legion. Units of the Legion were used by the Guatemalan Government,
along with regular military forces, to suppress the incipient revolt
which flared up as a resctien to the ambdush and assassination of Arans,
The plot agaisst Arsna'’s life was widely known, and the Dominican
radio lesusd warnings to Arana regarding it President Avevalo ap-
pears £o have been cognizant of the plan to check Arans's sctivities,
It is not certain that Colenel Arbenz, then Minister of Defense, was
a party to the plot, but the incident put a cloud over his candidacy and
election as President, and whether of kis own will or not; Arbens
has had Colonel Morasan st kis side, an intbmate partuer to all his
acts as President, fromn that time onward;. The oiher principal suthor
:ﬁ.‘hmm MmWEnma.htbmwmm’
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The second point of signficance iu the present aituation of Guate-
mala vig-a-vis ths Caribbean Legion, as compared with other countries,
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Hes in ths fact that Guatomals appears to be the only ons whose govern.

maent eontinues any form of direct support to these irregulars, al-

muummmummmuum
wnimpertant. Fer the sake of comparisen, however,

.~ and intersationally
nmumwnem:mnm«dmmmm

friend Romulo Betancourt, the ex-President of Venosuels, appear to
have broken with the military revelutionarists., While still advecating
the replacement of Caribbean dictatorships by more democratic
govaraments, they sppesr to kave broken with the military and to be
striving for thefr objectives through political means., The current
revelutionary efforts of ex-Prosident Prio Socarras of Cubs against
the Bastista government embrace some former slements of the
Caribbean Leglon but remain predominantly an affair of Cuban politics
v!.thmt involvement oi sthar gevernments;,




