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Possible POW/MiA-Assoeiated Markings in Southeast Asia

Introduection

This iato:;nation was prepared by the Central Intelligence
Agency for the Senate Salect Commictee on FOW/MIXA Affairs. It is
8 summary of CIA analysis performed in 1976, 1980, 1981. and 1992
of areas in Vietnam and Laos where markings on bu:.ld.;ngs and
terrain were evaluaced as evidence of possible links to US
POW/I'ICAS in s::m:.heast Asia.

July 197€ Analygis of Dong Mang Primon Camp, Nerth Vietnam

The prison is located at 21-04-00N/107-07-15E, approximately
26 kilemeters west-northwest of the port of Cam Pha . It is
located in a secluded area at the base of the foohhills abguc 1
k:.lometet- north of Dong Mang and 2 kilometers north of Route 183,

Although we were unable to £ind any conclusive evidence that
this prison might eontain American POWs, there are several unique
features in this prison that differ from other known Vietnamese
Prisons., ‘It is secluded ip a relatively remote area and has an
access contrel point on the road leading to the camp. Walls
within the compound ,physically and visually segregate the
prisoners. The visual segregation of prisoners indicates it is
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not a forced labor camp. -The only cther known prison that used
mtemauy walled cmpounds €0 segregate the prisoners was the
forme: POW camp at Dan Hoi.

There was roof repair work on one of the confinement
build:.ngs/l:.ving quarters in July 197S5. A study of this revealed
~1. a unique alternating light and dark pattern on the roof. This
pattern, in the form of squares, was repeated t:hree times .at
different locations on the roof. Because of the seemingly
unusual manner in which the roof was being repaired, we attempted
H o to discern if this patteri.was coincidental or purposeful. We
were unable to make this distinction and realize that the _
prospect of it being purposeful is remote. It is hot known if
. pnsone:s would be used or allowed l:o make these repairs.
However, we did investigate this possn.hil:.l:y. An attempt was
\r/ made to transpose this pattern into Morse code. The white.
squares, being larger than the dark ones, were considered as
dashes and the dark sqQuares as dots. A dash=-dot-dash in Morse
code transposes as the letter X. However, two less conspicuous
possibilities exist, These are the letters NT and TA that are
. : varia‘t:ions of the same dash-dot-dash pattern, We contacted an
;ad.iv:dual in the Department of Defense who has extensive
knowledge of the POW situation. According to this individual,
the ].et;ter K was the permanently designated signal letter
assigned to air crews sheuld they be downed and umable to recall «
the monthly and/or daily assigned signal letters. This
:.nfemac;on has been confirmed ‘through discuss:.ons with former
POWS.
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The prison vu under construction adjacent to a small
pcssiﬁs‘:le detention camp in 'July 1972. The possible detention R °
camp consisted of a secured compound containing approximately ken
small, gsemipermanent buildings. As work on the present prison
pragressed, the gemipermanent facility was dismantled.

The cun-ently existing prison comsists of 2 walled compound
containing eight confinement buildings/living quarters., one
pProbable mesghall, two support buildings, at least four latrines,
ten unidentifed buildings and two probable quard houses/towers.
The intericr of the compound is divided iato 1¢ separately
secure:iil areas. Bach area is secured by a solid wall with a
ingle’acéess. The only buildings in the eompound that are not
separately secured are the probable messhall and two support
buildings. Stud:.es of prisens in North Vietnam known to contain
POWs during the war have shown efforts to segregate the prisoners
by using walls or other materials to obscure" v:.sib:.l:l.:y.

However, none were as extensively segregated as at this compeund.
A small building, pessibly used for solitazy confinement, is
1ocated outside of the walled compound. The building is secured
on I:hree gides hy fencing and on one side by the east wall of ehe
compeumi. Two possible guard houses/towers are at the two outer
cornecs of the fenced azea, Another guard tower is located on a
hillside outside of the compound near the southeast corner and it
affords goed visibility of the entire prisen.

During construction of one of the confinement _
buildings/living quarters, we determined thac there would be
eight rooms or cells. Assuming the other confinemenc buildings
also contain eight rooms and if two to four pr:i.soners were in
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each room, the eomound could con:a:.n between 130 and 260
prisoners. . . s

A large area behind the east (reax) wall of the campound has

-been cleared and leveled. Portions of an outer wall have been

constructed aroamd the compound with ene segment of chisg cuter -
wall extending into the cleared area. The hejght of this outer
wall is about thiee timee higher that the existing wall securing
the prison. If this cleared area is for enlarging the compound,
it could increase the cuxzent capacity by approximately so
percent,

- The administration and support facility for the prison is
located just outside the prison compound. This facility consists
of one administration building, three barracks, one probable
wmesshall and several swpport buildings.

5. possible satellite/auxiliary detencion cam: is loeated
1,100 heters northwest of the main compound. Thig camp began to
develop as construction of the main compound progressed. It may
have been constructed ke hold personnel from the possible
detention camp that was dismantled to make room for the main
compound. If this satellite area is a detention facility, it
ind:.cal:es an effort to separate the prisoners being kept theze
fram thcse being confined at the main compound. Otherwise the
main compound would have originally been constructed of
sufficient size to accomodate these prisoners.

'rhi.s possible gatellite compound is ctiangular shaped and
eonta;ns four to five possible confineament buildings/living

ND 982014 - /77




NOV. 1.20092 3: 42PM NO. 654 P.8
ul) . &Y. 2ual P.&

2:33PmM A NO. @58

1. ta
'

Qquarters and sew}c;ral suppert buildings. mese'bﬁlﬁngs are much
spaller than those at the main compound. Two walls of the
compound are in the open, but vegetation covers the area where we
expect the third wall to be. There is a large opening where the
two walls should meet. This large opening raises Questions about
the security of the compound. Nineg idainistration/support
buildim are located outside of the compound,

.

. Decamber 1980 a.nalyéia of Nhommarath Detemtien Camp Bast of
Thakhek, Laos

» A detention camp is located in eentral Laos, 67 km east of
"] %~~.. -  Thakhek at It is in a relatively isolated
area. The camp was est etween‘April.IS'ls and September
1979. We determined it was occupied in December 1980, but could
not identify persoms in the camp.

The carp is located in the nérthwest of a large cleared area
of slash and burm activity. that appears to be a low fence is
present at the tree line around part of the clearing. The camp
consists of an outer area and am imner area, each of which is
enclosed by a fence,

The outez stockade-type fence is about*and
encompasszes an area of about 18,200 square meters. etween thig
outer 1fence and the inner £§nce. there ere guaxrd force Quarters,
@ trench, an automatic weapons position, two observation towers,

and row crops. The observation towers are thatch-roofed and each
has a platform above the ground. The
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only entrance through the cuter fence is at the southwest corner.
A trail leads from this entrance to Route 12, about 500 meters to
the west. The trail is wide enough for vehicles but there was no
md:.cauion of vehieular use,

'1;10 inner compound is 1ocal:ed_néar the center of the camp.
The cempound encompasses an area of about 2,800 square meters and
is enclosed by a stockade-type fence The
main eatrance to this compound is near the scuthwest corzer with
2 second entrance near the northwest corner. The inner compound
contains five buildings, several sheds, and various unidentifiecd
structures/cbjects located mostly aleng the ecempound perimetex.
The two largest buildings appear to be barracks. A narrow fenced
corridor extends from the southeast cormer of the inner compound
into a cluster of Ekrees.

A flat, nearly square cleared area of about 760 square
meters {6 about ¢0 meters east of the camp. Ite function is

unknown. A small peossible earthen dam is located on a stream
that f£lews through the east side of the canmp. A few buildings,
which could have some relation to the camp, are located in the
forest south of the slash and burn area arcund the camp.
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. In April 1978, only a narrow foot krail passed through the

- heavy forest now containing the camp. By September 1979, the
~ 1. primary structures had bheen comstnicted but the camp did not seem
' <
complute. -

Jazuary 1981 Analysis of Wath i:e:ex;:ion Camp, laos

. , A detention caxp is located in central Laos, 67 km east of
'I'hakhek at It is in a relatively isolated
area. The.camp was est etween April 1978 and September
1979 and was occupied in Décember 1980. We could not ident:.fy
pe:sons in the camp.

. «

m camp is located in the no:hhwest of a large cleared area
of slgsh and burn actlvity. What appears to be a low fence ig
present at the tree line’ around part of the clearing. The camp
consists of an outer a.rea and an inner area, each of which is
e enclosed by a fence.

The outer scockade-cyp'e' fence and
encompasses and area of about 18,200 square meters. Between this
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‘outer”gence and the inner fence, there are guard force quarters,
a trench, an automatic Wedpons pogition, two observation towers,
¥row crops, and what appdars ta be the number s2 on the ground,
Also located betweén the two fences is a stream with two earthen
dame used to impound water, ‘probably for the row erops. The o
, Observation towers appear to be positioned for observing the '
inner compound. The towers are thatch-roofed and each bas a
platfo. above ground The only
éntrance through the ocuter fence is at the gouthwest cormer. 3
trail leads from this entrance to Route 12, about 500 meters ko
the west, The trail is wide enough for vehicles, but there was
no widence of vehicular traffic.

What appears to be the nugber '52 is on the ground in the row
crop area between the inner ¢ogpound and the stream on the east
side of the eamp-. Fach numeral is 1-2 meters wide and 3 meters
high. The two numerals appear to be shallow depressiocas,

- possibly with low vegetation along same of the cuter edgeg. If
the aumerals had been formed by vegetation, growth over time

wouldhave enhanced their shape. .
is such that they most Likely cannct be seen from either of the . .

two observation towers because of trees located in the line of
sight, .

%he inner compound is located near the center of che Camp.
The compoungd enconpasses an area of about 2,800 square meters and
is enclosed ky a stockade-typa fence The
main entrance to thig campound is near the southwest cormer with
2 second entrance near the horthwest corner. fThe inner compound

¢
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cantains five bui-ld:'..ngs. Several sheds, and varicus unidentified
| structures/objects located mostly aleng the compound per:.mecer
! H The two largest buildings appear to be barracks. The in.ner
compound seemed to be occupied in December 199¢. Two parallel

fenced corridors extend from the southeast cormer of the inner
eupog.;n‘nd into a cluster of trees,

A gently sloped, neatly sQuare, cleared area of absut 780
it B squaré meters is locateéd about 40 meters east of the camp. a
tree was left standing in one corner of the area and a possible
automatic weapons position was recently dug in another carner.
This cleared area's function is unknown. A third eartchen dam is ) ¢
located outside the fenced camp on the stream that flows through
the east side of the camp. A few buildings, which could have
some relation to the camp, are lbcated in the forest south of the
slash 'and burn area around the camp.
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- .In April 1978, only a narrow foot trail passed through the
“ hedvy] forest now containing the camp. By September 1978, the
primdry structures had been censtructed but the camp did aot

appei}: complete. ' y

1992 amalysis of Surface ¥axkings at Sam Neus, Laos

Our analysis of January 1988 information focused on several
unusual markings--the letters USA and what resesbled a US Air
Force escape and evasion gymbol kncwp as a Walking Kilo
(esse?cially the letter K used to indicate a downed pilot)-foa
~ . the ggou.nd west of Sam Neua, Laos. We ave uncertain as to who
ray hive made these markings, but recently corpleted analysis
gives™us a better understanding of how the markings were made,
how long the markings may have dbeen Present, and what activity
may have been going on concurrently in che surrounding region.

We obtained early 1987 ampa mid-1988 information on the Sam '
Neua.area, but the markings were not Pregent as in January 1988,

analysis enabled us to moze confidently determine that
there was a relative age difference between the Usa letters and
the pc?ssible Walking Rilo. It alge enabled us to make an
assessment ae to the method used to create the markings. Our
aua.ly";sxs suggests the fol.lowli‘ng:

~= The USA letters were newer by not more than & few

L]
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monthe than the possible Walking Kilo.-,

Thé USA markings were matirade. Because of the apparent
- decay of the pessible Walking Kilo, it could net be

oy -
'

b2

qf' determined if it was manmade, although that possibility
' cannot be ruled out, '
~ . «- No other markings.or symbols were identified in the Sam

Neua area.

~~ The markings eppear to have been created by forming
depressions in the ground--either stamped, or more
likely dug-=-that were then filled with water. The

area gurrounding the letters way indiceite recently dug
Zo0il, and the narrow pcrtiené of the S may ihdicace that
the water was drying up. The markings do not appear to
be formed from manmade material or from vegetatimi.

-~ Since the markings were constructed in a rice paddy, it
is likely that the USA was forwed after the harvest
season, which ends in December, and would have been
obliterated by the beginning of the rainy seasens in
May, when rice shoots are transplanted into the flooded

™ . . ~ paddies.

Ihn related analyeis, our study indicates that the markings
may have been visible from a portion of Route & just te the
northeast. The letters ware positioned so that an individual
traveling along Route 6 from the ncrtheast te southwest could ‘

have seen them. In addition, the markings would have 'been
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clearly visible Eo an aircraft or helicopter taking off frem the
airfield at Sam Newa, which is 3.2 ko to che west northwest, if
that aircraft took off from €ast to west into the prevailing
winds ‘and flew in the direction of Vientiane or Xiangkhoang.

We reached the following Conclusions:
ee an historical precedent exists for suggesting the
presence of American POWs in the Sam Neua area.
Photographs taken by a reconnaissance aircrafe in
October 1969 show what M3y be a8 many as 20 non=Asians
accompanied by Pathet Lao guards near caves at Ban
Nakay Teu, 20 km east of the Sam Neua markings. Sam '
; Neua at that time was a major Pathet Lac Stronghold.

-= There was a subscantial amount of reported sightings
of American POwWe in this regien following the discevery
of the Sam Neua markings, indicating that DIA's invest-
igatiens PTobably prampted locals to effer information
atter the markings were found. However, in no case diq

. further analyeis confirm any of these reports.

- Reportg indicate that there was in 1988, and continues to
be to this day, a certain amount of insurgency activity-~-

¥ best described as low-level hit-and-run--ig the Vicinity
of Sam Neua, This in turm prempred Some counterinsur-
gency operations by Lao government forces, and may ace-
count for some repares of uwnusual activiky.

12
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~= It is very likely l':.ha't a emall number of Soviet pér.somal
(mainly pilots) occas:.onally visited Sam Neua as late as*
. 1988. A limited number of other Westerners similarly
traveled to the town, sametimes up Route 6 past the site
© of the Sam Neuwa markings.

1592 Analyais of Surface Mavkings Near Muang Tan, Laoa

Our analysis of Januazy 1988 also focused on what appeared
to be ground markings resembling possible numbers and letters in
rice paddies 500 meters scuth of, the village of Muang Tan, about
43 km southeast of. Xieny Khouang provincial town, on Highway 42. -
These m.rkings Tesembled (depending on the orientation) as!, x5, '
isy, or iSY in one rice paddy, and in the other paddy ei:her 07

recent analysis
has provided some additional information that may be useful in
» detexmining whether or net t;hese markings.can be attributed to a
! . possible American POW/MIA presence.

| When the USA marking was detected neay Sam Neua, Laas, we
I reexamined other areas in Laos and discovered the possible

i markings near Muang Tan. We obtained late 19868 and early 1989
i infomuon on the Muvang Tan. area, but the markings were not
~ present as in January 1988,
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Our review indicates that the possible markings most likely
Were associated with the rehabilitation of terraced rice paddy
dikes.

~1. =~ We compared the January 1988 information with later

= data and found a realigument of the rice paddy contain-
" in the possible markings resembling 07/L0. The 7/L

rising sun en an angular but--at the time--discennected
section of terraced dike. Subsequently, a completed
dike with the 7/L shaped angle was incorporated into a
longer terrace, The 0 (like a square with rounded
corners) had disappeared, but one side of this
round-cornered Square had beea incorporated into

a new terrace dike., This shape routinely occurs
throughout rice paddjes in this region, and may represent
2 8mall diked azea emplayed in the growing. harvesting,
©r processing of rice. )

~- Similar comparative analysis of the térra'eed rice paddy

T s;__ in which the possible AS{/KS51/i5Y/iSY marking was noted

indicated that portions of the possible S/S, the !/i and
the A/K/Y were also pazt of an effort to rehabilitace
and realign the dike7 However, only a portion of the
posgible rarkings can readily be atcributed to shadow
caused by the buildup in height of a section of dike

- wall. The remainder may result frem shadows in depres=-

sions--posgsibly caused by excavation of soil ro rebuild
the dike.

.« . : 1e
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marking actually was the resulb of a shadow cast by the e
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-= Much of the roughly 90,000 square meter paddy area

containing the posgible warkings was being rehapilitated

in 1988 and 1989. fThe repair and rehabilitation of

terraced paddies is a routine occurrence in Southeast
© Asia. This work generally occurs in the dry season
' (November ‘through April), aftdr the rice harvesc,

19868.

~~ There were ém reports regar:hng sightings or lack
of sightings of poésible American POWs in Xieng
Khoung Provinee. Evidence cited in many of these
repf:rl:s is inconclusive and often contradictory.

-~ a few Sov.iel-: military advisors were iavolved--ge

" least in the earlier stages--in a long-temm effort
beginning in 1975 to upgrade the Xieng Xhoung (aka
Thong Hai Hin) Airfield. sSeme bProbably were still
in the area in 198s.

=~ The Lao resistanee was active in Xieng Khouang Pra=-
vinre in 1967-88, although the emall size of the
insurgency limited it to hit-and-run attacks against
'- goverament outposts in the countryside. This may
_ @ccount for some reports of unuzval activicy,

e
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We also assessed other activity in the Xieng Khouang area in
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