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?M‘.bring a somewhat different kind of pressure to bear on.

CONFIENTIAL

SPECIAL ANALYSIS -

SOUTH KOREA: 1In Transition

' The military and eivilian-leaders who have run South Koreq .
since Pregident Park's assassination a month ago are paving ‘the way
for an orderly transfer of power to a new intemim government in De-~
cember. The transition to a permanent successor government in a
year or two will be more difficult as demande Jor liberalization
are weighed against the determination of the govcrnment to maintain
order. The government's plans for charge have the aupport of the

. people and the opposition New Democratie Party, Militant diseidents
are not-satiefied, however, and their confrontational tactics could

...cause a clampdown that.would threaten the liberalization process.

Acting: ent=Choe~ Kyu-hazan -Harg
- Command have moved rapidly to restore+ =sense of male =il
. ity .and to ease tension. They have lifted nearly all:the
- +»restrictions on public activity imposed after the assas-.
¢ -~sination; promised to revise the unpopular Yushin Consti
tution;' and begun to release- political prisoners. More~. -
over,:'the government has arranged for the election of

i .

'ﬁéfchoe as ‘an interim successor afd the ingtallation of a

new cabinet in mid-December.
"7 The New Democratic Party is likely to continue work- = -
ing with the government as long as it has a voice in lib-
eralization progra.us and reforms move ahead at a satis-

s - factory pace. |

" The progovernment Democratic Rebublidah'bgthWQill'

“‘the reform process. - The party and Kim Chong-pil, the
ormer-Prime Minister who has just resumed the party
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The. Democratic- Republican
K government to speed up liberaliza~ -
iot’l.;',_j Tremeses L0 T D

" phe’ Government's Dilemma ; I

-

In undertaking political reform, the government

. gees itself caught in a difficult position.

~ \On the other hand, there is little
doubt that the gdVernment would sacrifice reform if dis-
,fsféﬁng activity threatened to disrupt domestic stability.

o Iﬁ'revising the constitution, therctbré; the gOquyLTl

ernment will not compromise on the issue of retaining a.-

gtrong execytive, even if he is chosen by direct popular
R

;fk;electionl.
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Outlook

Whether the activities ofq
dissidents prove disruptive will dcpend on docisions
. taken by the government in the near torm, as well as on
...the willingneas of the dissidents to moderate their de~
s—~mands.  The_interim government has so far sot .a good ex=
.’ample.by bending when:necessaryand: by reestablishing
- channels-of communication with varied: politicaland=
- cial interest groups. It has benefitéd in these early =
‘weeks from a popular desire to heal old wounds, but this
; gtace per%od could end when Choe becomes 1ntorim prosi- SRR
ent.,

If at that point the government taill to sot & time- )
table for reform and to work with the National Assembly R

‘ in maintaining the momentum of change, the limited ap- 7
- peal of the dissidents could broaden into potentially.
_serious protest. activity, . A wave of diasidence could®
result in-a.showdown between thosa. in the interim-lead
-ership determined to maintain order at any-cost .af
~bthone committed to the proce-: of. libe:alization.




