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SCOPE NOTE

Within weeks after comiag to power in July 1979 the Sandinista re-
gime of Nicaragua established tralning camps for guerrillas from El
Satvador and began to work with them in wing Honduran territory to
move guerrillas and weapons imo El Salvedor. This, along with other
actions of the Directorate and the growth of  the anti-Sendinista
insurgency, produced & series of sctions and reactions by both Nicara-
gua and Honduras that has led to Increasing levels of vini"nce along
their border. (w7

v This Special Estimate bs prompled by s number of recent events
: and intelligance reports suggesting that the Jevel of hastilities could
incresse sharply. These include:

— The steady growth in the Sandinistas’ military copabilities
) 5 8 A .

~— The relative military weskness of Honduras. which h

NI ICarsgus.

’— Riraruus 3 emom n cwtinums spport to ehe Marzlst-
" Leninist guerriflas In E} Selvador and Custemala, slong with
its role in m;xmmm the estrpme kbt from Com Rics and

Handuras $evenie

This Estimate examines the proepecty for hostilities on ihe Micara-
guan-Honduran border over the meat three to six months. R briefly
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In the nest three to sia momhs t c
— We eapect that the ariti-Sandinlste insurgency inside Nicara-
gua will grow further, and that there will be' Increased

rombat between antl-Sandinists guerrdlas and Nicaraguan
[oress in the nonbvm Nicercguan border region

Vs |

B AR S A B awh - -

— We estimate that, tor diffeu-nt peasons neither Honduras not
Nicaragua will deliberntely initiste a full-scale war within

~

the nexst three 1o six months: we estimate the probability of

this occurrence at less than 10 percent. '

LR

Y

N o et cmrmen sy s g o o

L g

N




o o7

R PN g
.
o) .uM
w
| 0
&
. i ¥
'
- TS Smr s an == \fw.\nrlz..w.[».irurll\).
r

i

[

[}

]

{
v
u -
ot

-H,.
\
- mn

4

0] T o

4

e yie uinﬂ.q
v




onscuss»oN

Baxckgrovid ! o
t Shorth afier taking power in 197D the Sandinists

regime in Nicsrupus hegan rrablishing guersils tesin.

ing nmmnd teking othet actions In mppont of the
Maruy nist gueerfllas and mvbveriive mopements
i Ceniral Ameccs Hiceragey cbo,.wuﬁ'o o
condull kr Caber-muiobied avny’and asusance for
voginal insurgents. The chiel 1rget of these actions
hot heen El Salvador, bee the Sandinigas sbo have

'mmmdthwﬁuﬂmd.{)umhr
]

suerrias onduran end SoRa R o
treme eftint mpl The Saadiniates NVL
%)dn episire, ond ket mpport i Selvadoran

Honduran nadicsh fov terrorist petions agsinst
Hoodurns N ITTOWERD -

2 Pesde; working with Cuba toemm mbv@won':

n Centra} Amerika. the Sandinista pegime aho o

carrying owt & buildup of ity milttary Jorces unprece: -

demed in the regior. Beginning in late 1979, the
Nondinistss have transformed an itmuiar lcrue of
nile

. M They )m-e fecetzed hm- cuanmnes uf Sond
Nnr army—santiflery. mdium tanks. prmors] person.

nel carriers helicnpters. mobile, rocker Tsumwhers, and

haht air defernr wespom,

They abn have Biult st brast X0 new mithery bases and

mmanc lu-mtan since l‘mr tebeover in JUTY Thn
military buildup has grestly upset the mu-m! puh
tary hhncv o

. 3 The actions of the Sandinista government lvgan
to cawse Incressing problems for Honduras Sixe
August 1970 the Sendinitte) have worked with the
Selvadorsn guerrillss wing Honduran terrtory o3 2
main tramsh joule for arma flawing lrom Necaragus to
the Insurgency in El Salvador The Selvadaran e
a0ty abo began to use the disputed Honduran-Saha
&oran border ares a3 o miehaven, and they rtabluhed

“ an extentive support network, lndudm. safrhouses in

srvers! Honduran cities svvent
4 Generally. the Honduran Goverament made m

: “response to these sctions untl) eurly 1387 After the

failed Jonuary 198) imsurgen offensive in £ Salvador,
the povernment of Hondursn Presilent Pax Carca
began to show incresaed concern uhout the theeat te
Honduren stability e by the Sondinina ond
Salvadoran guernille

Honduras s} brgan 10 intercept dandrmm oTms

shipments moving ‘o E) Sl'v.dw ’rom Nicarsgus o~
~

3 Smw tahin alhice in Jonuary Y982 the demee

" vratic governament of Presidemt Suare Cordina ha, -

begun an even inore active role agains Feltist gﬁsom!

mnded thm sctivities m&(k Nlﬂn‘ua in 1942
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‘. SRR
tncracsing Tansions in the Border Region

T Athauah rfw'-n had heen sporadic viclence in the . ’ )
Nicaraman-Honduran hordes arep since the Sandints- ’ : ' N
te tekeover n 1979, the S uation has become incteas- . 4
sghy tense this year The Sandimates de-lared a state : ]
o emerpency in March J9A2 sfier anth-Sandinista :

geoups destrayed bwo bridees It has since been extend- .
o repepredly While most of the secent clashet heve '
heon htween Nicaraguan forces and anti-Sandinins |
trsurgents In Nicaragus trcops from both countiles -
Al have tired on rach other, and hoth hve chaimed : I
mumeras hordes violatios drers , T » o o

A Mpaduran and Nicsraguan officiah have protest-
o and dencunced each miher’s sctions in the variow
horder Incidents Amida the accumtions, howeve: the & - - . . .
twe genernments have ronducted discusonne with the , T ¥
sdvertised mim of avending ‘he possibiity of war The [r- - oo
Rondran and Nocaraguan fofeign ministers heve met . ' ]
three 1imes on the horder mtaticn since March 1943, _ C
most recenthy an Mansgua this November Thagh - o
their statements hetakea willingnem to st jointhy to ' N
Aefuse the shstinn, they robtinue 10 Insin on ditfer-
ent sppraaches to the probledn — Tegueigsipa supyons
» reginna) aoluhon (Mnphanzing en end to Nicars-
gpusn-Cuben sipaart for 8l lettit guerrilas), wheress
Menzgus mantains thal the problern should be xolved
hilaterad) temphasining sn md io support Fox l“ antt _
Sandinsta prenparewr . P

8 Megnwhile armed mddrm: h”. oomrmd in
the harder gegion, and Nricoragua has sharph in R
creased its military prvsence there. while Hondurae -
hus pddad to iy far snaller hrrder preserice Sipee " -
September 1882, Nicaragus has hegun emphasizing . » G
the threat of an smminent invasion by snti-Sandiniste '
forces supported t Monduran troogs Allegedly thi
was to he dope undet the cover of joint US-Hondursp.
minary maneuren, mcim!)y scheduied tor eanly this :
Devember Akhough the praizonement of the foint “m
erorciwe hat calmed the giraation. both countries cun-
lmuf 10 §rar o major mimunon ey
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The Anti-Sedininto Imuw gonh

15 In Nirstomua's virw. the polortial threst %o it
tememe comes not kot from the Honduran srmed
brem bt ala from the ami-Sendinina bnsurgemt
Aroup -~ lnﬂmﬂy the Nicaraznan Demacratic Force

to receire new equipmetn Ji
Tbc Amr recently secel

. sbimem about
atms and have recenth bren gotting hatvier weapons
such ar montars end rock? Lumbens  Additloma)
suereliss may soon be operating s seuthern Nicers- -

.wmnaily m dcywd for Nbeum\u Nmruua

16 The an ts larces appear Yo be increas
ingh ellective In conducting smasik-scele petionte~
haraxsmen, ambushes, and sabotage operations. They
have avokied large-scsle clashes with Sendinlrs regu-
Yar Sorces Deapite thelr Increased sctivity, we believe
the; are unlikely to be capuble of successiul anacks on
mawr Nicaraguan ysin for the period of this Estimate
orse Seabhel

' &«
Nicoroguen Foree Deployment ond Copoblitins tl
- '
'

o

A Jack of mobility In the rusged terrain along

A3 )n noe tbr M,,_ i the border absn woutd hinder the ‘und\msw
thon ot 8 Rzte ol roerEncy In March 1962 rumerous .w:n b mﬂw armor.

reserve and miltia wits have bren mobilised and ) R
deployed 1o the Handursn border 1o supplement regular g LT _
units there Mare reventh. nks and armored poncansl g e Md maior difficulty Mntcnw tbe unconven:

ornen M?(‘.s) have m dwloved 0 wﬂbm""‘ tlona) tactics of the srti-Sendinists insurgents The

Army M sehed on Jrgexcale sweep operatiom
primarthy by reserve and militis unhts, which huve had
Minked mccen. (ool

18 T Numso\wl‘mb il o red
amal crgapization wih Wmilad eapabilities

ehicles, spparently including both unka and
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Forces Porentdy Avoitobte Brom Cuby 530
P et » . g
H < (RN ] (Y

‘ 2 Interms of sle spport, e Cubet Aif Force 18
the largest and beet equipped in Latin Ameria
b '

R X ) v of
diplomatic COMpeign,
nd the Nonsligned

. Moveme™

. wikh 8 v

o the Usited Natlors 3

Ot Imernotiondl Support for
Nicar opo ‘

been caredul 10 DY Jown it due:d

’; umm
Wwmenﬂm.m-

Soviet end




Manaris de ok have 8 “frirathis" trest

adih ol al il LT S A T \,nl!ho-’"

rovist groups from other Latia Ammnn COUNIIEs—
Sor exsmple, Tupamaros (Uruguar) Montoneras (Ar-
seniine) end the MIR (Chile) voorv .

"3 The Sandinisias’ chve Jinks to estreme lt!lw
Pougs in the regicn are » major pzr

* coma,

X g "y 21

31 Thr Sevacts are wel) aware that they are not in s
pasition to challenge the US miliiarily in the Coribdes
an The Sovier navet picarnce in the region s modest
and primsrily nerves Intellipence-gathering purposes
From time to lime the Sovisls deploy maval task
grougs to the Caribbesr 10 show the flag and eaercise
with the Cuban Navp Estly in December, o crulase, @
Ingate. an oller, 4ad » dicor)-powered submarine
arnived in Cube  The vint colncides with Cuban
Armned Forces Day and with the 25t% azn}
Casro’s landing [rom the rebel yachi Granma

Y
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Likekhood of Ditferent Types of Confict

. an We helieye that theve wilt be incrensed combat
hetween anh-Mandinite guerriita ond NXwregus over
the nert thiee 1 sis monthe We bare this jdgment o

\

the folkming ;
— Ami-Sandinints forces protably will gow and
wep uwp their purrrila  operations nside .
Nicarsgus

"‘v-‘-m--—' ) L R St

a7 umwl\r. teraion betwoen Nicsragus &nd
Ronduras predably will remain ot 8 high level

o

— Jdechogica! conflict breween democratic Hofau? " 1. The current or potential
croiy-barder

vat and Nxcaragus will incoease 83 the Msrist.

} enimist Dareciorate continoe internal repres-  _culation of unpeomedisted
wm. the export of miversion, and lorging the P i %
with Cubs and the Soviet Bloe R )

Rxl —=o

0. 1t I low Wity that elther Honduras o Niewra

gus wil deliberately Initiate s full-srale
three to &z mont

e e P A

tevel of Nicarsguen
attacks cou'ld dead 10 war throveh mucel:
escalation by eithér ude

Yy
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