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Balance of Military Forces in Rwanda

Rwandan Security Forces

Army: 31,000 troops . . . about 4,000 in Kigali . . . troubled by low morale, poor combat
record. has depended on French forces and logistics.

Interim Army Chief of Staff: Colonel Gatsinzi . . . commander of noncommissioned
officers training school.

Gendarmerie (paramilitury police): 7200 . . . 2.000 in Kigali.

Rwandan Patriotic Front

Forces: 20.000 nationwide . . . has controlled nerthern territory since 1990 invasion
from Uganda . . . UN escorted 600-man RPF security force to Kigali in December . . .
highty motivated . . . effectively uses artillery, heavy mortars, recoilless rifles.
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Tutsi Military Poised To Attack

The Rwandan military and Tutsi forces from the Rwandan Patriotic Front
apparently are adhering to a cease-fire as the evacuation of foreign nationals
proceeds, but at least 4,000 heavily armed RPF rebels continue to advance
on the capital. Leaders of the RPF say they will let French and Belgian
forces assist in removing their nationals but have threatened to attack the
French forces if they intervene for the government’s side. Rebel leaders also
rejected talks with the new Hutu interim govemnment, which they accuse of
killing Tutsis and undermining ethnic reconciliation.

— The RPF almost certainly intends to seize Kigali but is holding
back until most expatriates are evacuated. It would be hard
pressed to control the city, however, because armed militias and
Hutu hardliners there vehemently oppose any sharing of power

with Tutsis.ﬁ

The Hutu-dominated security forces are divided regionally between
southemers and northerners, and clashes have been reported betwasn Army
and Gendarmerie forces, Armed
Hutu militias continue to rampage throughout the city and to threaten
Belgian and French citizens. Neither Paris nor Brussels wants to be drawn
into Rwanda’s civil war, and they probably will withdraw their troops as
soon as the evacuation is complete.

A revived civil war in Rwanda could intensify the volatility of Burundi,
where up to 150,000 people reportedly were killed after the Hutu president
was assassinated last fall. In a move to support Tutsis in Rwanda, the
Tutsi military could try to take over the Hutu-dominated government.
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