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Portuguese Discussing Timor

With Australra and Indonesia

W eomnkrlu muubu inters

l‘oﬂu.mc Forsign Minhur Ruivo
eld separate talks with the Indonesisn
and Ausiralisn ambassedors Wednesdsy
or the rapidly demhmlr.. situation in
Timor. |

b

® Would like Australian sssistance
in evacunling some 500 Portugvess
and foreign aationals from Timor.

o Admitted there was tlittle
pousibility  of returning t¢ the
decolonization timetable agresd wpon
in Maceo in June,

¢ Planned 1o iry m resch & modus
vivendi with the watring Timorese
political factions and to leave the
governor and- a sl of sbout 70
behind in Timor ss a symbolic

preeence. i !

national political sssistance in the °
form of a good offices commitier in
which it hoped both Indownesk and
Australia would participete.

Ruivo 1old the ambassador he would
make a similar approsch to the In-
donesisns and would lho nlm !he inter-
national Red Cross. :

President Suharto. will probabdly view
Lishon's spproach as offering a way out
of his Timor problem. He may decide to
nuthorize Indonesian military interves
tion in Timor on the grownds that he has
tacit Purtuguese support to restore order
and protect the llm o( innocent people.
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Military Rivalry
- Spurs Rumors

Of Lisbon Coup

Contenders for Powsr
Lining Up Supporters .
An apparest last-minute effort by con-
tenders in the Portuguess power struggle:
to line wp military support hss set off &
wave of rumors in Lisbon that a cowp is
imminent. The power Aruggie could jest
“as well dogenerate into clashes betwoen
military units backing rival ideological
approaches. :
Thers wers reports last night that s
military alert has been declared in Coim-
bra, headqusrters of the central military
‘region. Some Nigh-ranking military
leaders, including General Otelo de Car-
valho and Army Chief of Siaff Fabiso,
met in Coimbea yesterday in what could
have been a strategy session. The Com-
munist Party, which may have gotten wind
of thess or other developments in the

[ military, charged last night that the
. chance of & right-wing military coup hau
 increased. s

© Yesterdsy, Presidemt Costa. Gomes
repo-tedly met again with Mclo Antanes, .
| leader of the anti-communist faction is
the military, apparently to discwse farther
the ultimztum Antunes and Carvalho
. presunted the President for the removal of
Prime Minister Goncalves, According to
press reports. Antunes told Costa Gomes
tha any military move 10 keep Gonealvres
in power could be defeated in & matter of
hours. So far, Costa Gomes has given no
indication of how he will respond.
The Prime Minister yesterday vowed
again that he would fight to the end to re-

‘tain powet. In foct, he scoms to have

picked up some support within. the
(See Portuge! . .. Page 4) .
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i -‘.-Ihmwumamuymed
yesterday 10 contione backiag the present
mmltmﬂdlhm'hhl

; satoment of support for the political ac-
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Goncalves' ardent supporters in the
Commusist Party are backing away. |

On Tuesday. Portuguess Commusist
Party lender Alvaio Cunhal conceded 2t &
press confersace that the Goncalves
government does ot have the necessary
support ‘and said the Commusists are
prepared to conshler alternatives.

Goncalves” owter womld -ba the most
serious of many blows for the Com-
munists in recem wee's. Cunhal said he
believes militaty: officers favoring the '
Communists - will now be purged, 2
mm«uumwamm\
the Armed Forces Movement, which the
Communists have sxploited so effectively,
hold the balunce of .

Cunhal added the armed forces oowld
+quickly .becoma an instrument, of
counter-revolution.” He implied that they
could turn their gens agaimst the Com-
munists. Y :

The principal; antagonists of Gon- .
calves—Antunes and Carvalho—report.’ .
edly have agreed. on & wew governmesd .
program. Isitial reports say it largely
represenis the. views of the democratic, :
pro-Europesn ~ Antunes  growp, with
some - small . .consideration given (o

ngement. predanably
allow tes| power tb remain i the hands of
mt&mnughmikuymmm,
democratic ; . political .. parties,




