CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR

Der—
12 FEB 1959

The President
The White Ecuse

My dear Mr. President:

The Commmist threat in Mexico stems from two main elements:
The Soviet and Satellite diplomatic missions and pative Marxien,
coupled with extreme nationalism.

The Soviet Exbassy has a staff of f£ifty-three » Tar in exces
of the number necessary for handling normel diplomeid 1
between the two o X
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AL ations with regard to"Cemtrel Awerica and
the Caribbean are primerily of a politicel action nature.
Soviet agents are active in several Latin American countries, gome
enjoying positions of considerzble importence.

Although the chief functions of the Soviet Exbassy ere in intelli-
gence, guldance of Commmist Perties, end subversive work, some cule
tural, commercial end general propagande zctivities are also carried
on.

The Czecheslovakian Legation in Mexico is gererally engoged in
promoting commerce in Mexico end pearby countries :

The Polish Legetion 1s primarily engzeged in culiurel ectivitiesn.
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The Marxist movement in Mexico is cozposed mainly of the Coxmmist
Paxty of Mexico and the Populnr Party. While neither 1s ptrong mumert-
cally or politically, both are capeble of agitatiom end serve ss
rallying points for native leftists end ultrs pationalists, and os o
pool for Soviet recruitment. A mmber of Commmist front ergantzations
also exist, the mwost fwportant being the Confederntion of Lebor of Latin
America (CTAL), the Letin American branch of the World Federation of
Trade Unicns led by Vicente Lorbardo Toledano.

Yours respectfully,

SIGKE
Allen ¥W. Dulles
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