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SOUTH TYROL : (\9(3) .

In a conversation which I had a few days ago with

he expreésed his deep co;xc'ern reg;arding the pol-:;ttic-al situ#ti;n
'in South Tyrol which he felt was rapidly deteriorating due to the
absence of any constructive action onA the part of the Italian
government.

_ stated that during the past months he has been
frying .h.is‘be st to keep the situation under control by exerting a
moderating influence on the South Tyrolean leaders and their
friends in North Tyrol but he was not certain that he could much
longer continue to do so successfully.

The population of South Ty}c'ol was becoming increasingly
irritated by police measures on the part of the local Italian
authorities. Also, the fact that independence movement in Cyprus
and lately in the African Congo had been successful was having '

a strong influence on the méntality of the South Tyrolean radicals,
who felt that what was good enough for Cyprus and Africa should

not be withheld from them. Up to now the South Tyrolean People's

Party (Suedtiroler Volkspartei), the only political party amongst




LB

the German-speaking people of South Tyrol, had been exerting
a moderating influence and had asked for no mor—e than an autonomy
status for the Province of Bolzano remaining under the sovereignty
of the Italian Republic, s:ir.nilar to the. éutonomy granted to Sicily.
But unless a satisfactory' solution wr.—.t's_ soon arrived at, there was
.considerable danger that even this moderate political party would
ask for more. i..e. , for a union of So'uth Tyrol with North Tyrol ‘
(Austria). -
’is particularly concerned lest the radicals in South
'i‘yrol might start guerrilla warfare and lest former Nazi elements
of Southern Germany and particularly Bavaria might support such
an operatiof with men and money. He strongly feels that in order
to avoid a '"little Cyprus' in the heart of Europe, the Italian
government should make some reasonable concessions now
thus avoiding a very nasty situation later on, and he would
consider it wise if the American government could exert its
influence with the Italians in this réspect.

From another— I have been

told that guerrilla forces in the South Tyrol were already being

organized for the particular purpose of sabotaging the very

important Italian power dams and electric transmission lines
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located in South Tyrol and supplying a considerable part of the

electric power us ed by the City of Milano and other industrial
centers in the Po Valley. Also bfidges are to be blown up.

The name of this organilz‘atior_i‘iz.s FLS (Freiheits Legion
Suedtyrol) and the name of its leader is to be KASSIAN ORTLER
‘(an as spmed name, Kassia.n-being a,tyi:ical South Tyrolean name
and Crtler being the name of the highést mountain in South Tyrol).
Quite a few people in South Tyrol as well as in North Tyrol seem

to _think that such recourse to force is necessary to attract world

attention and to induce the Italian government to make concessions.
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