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mentioned in carly November 1957 that Karl Arpold of Nor

Rhine-Westphalia had recently paid a three-week visit to the Vatican .
and hed made a very fine fmpression. As a result,: the Vatlean wiewed
Arnold as the cne of the possible suyccesso Chancellor Konrad Adenaver
that 4t particularly favorad. thnwremoxmtratcd Lhat Arnold
had neither the popujar nor the. political suppori necessary. for such a. -
position, rnold had convinced the Vatlcan.that
he did have BhR - NCOeuSATy SuppoTY and: that the Vatican was completely * * N
2his is a clear indication that

behind hin. NN
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Arnold 1is Ackively trying <o gather political support for his ambitfon
{0 become chancellor. :

belioves that the new Finance Minister Franz Etzel will regret his ae-
ceptange of the positlon because it is one from which he will never make
friends. Before the Sepltember 1957 clection, however, Etzel told
that he was primarily interested in decoming chanceller
and considered himself the leading candidate for the succession. Etzel
felt that he must have the public prominence of a cebinet position from
whieh to work towards his ambition. . '
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