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. Speculations ‘about Chancellor Adencuer's retirement have. somewhat: o
“died down since:the election campaign got under waye ~The CDU. leadere
. 8hdp yealizes thad the Chanceller has no intention of slmply stepping

. dowm afftar the election and believes that he will continue as active

. chancollor uatil he is) either incapacitated or dles, .. .

Among. well-informad CDU leaders, the general opinfon im*that the o
Chaxsanlloy will not select any of ‘the eligible candidates for posaidble =~
guoscazgion 30 vo plaged up as o “arown pringe” amd built up in the

public eye., With this policy they are in agreemsnt,'asince they feel )

“that nomination of one person can wake. only him happy ‘and all the reat "
Unhapry and would.be detrimsatal to the present close ‘party harmony.

The CDU leadership olso cltos the example of ‘Winston Churchill and

. Anthony Eden an'a oase for avoiding the same step in West Gormany.

They belleve “that as long as the CDU maintoins a majordty. and forms

the new govermment, the party will not be too much weakened if no. . * IS

* guccessor ig chosen, ‘and a peried of intreparty politics and in-fighting' =
which must follow in“case ‘of the Chancellor's ramovsl: 1liregult ip oY
tive wening of a’candidate acceptable Lo the majordty R 1

Of ‘the candidates for-the futuve 'ch@célido'rshiﬁ,, wary CDU' leadors yegasd
- the fellowing order of asbtengbh as most likely: : A e

8. Bugon Gorstenmaier. e has gained &n popularity dwrlng the paat o

. fow months through his excellent debate on the at igous in the .- -
Bundestag, “his keynote speach at the party conven ’
oo lids meny oxeellent campaign-gpeechess:
of the CDU left wing, ho has’won’ conaiderabl
CDU slemonts, who taks the Xibsral view th
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botter % hzve the next chanaellor Protastant instesd of Cathalin,

.

Hainrich;?on'Branﬁnd’L He has had excellent uppoi: unitios to

roach tha goneralipublia Ahrough his activities ‘a8 Foreign Miniatey,

.The Chancellor's' failure to deaignate him as "crown'prince"-has

hurt himfeonsiderably, sinee muny. persons interpreted the aituatiox;j
as indicating Lhat Brentano did not have the ‘capability for the

high’ ofi‘.’;cg o

Ludwiy Erherdy’ His chonces ramaln approvimately the sams and will®
80  remaln ac long as the West Gorman asonomy is gound. He is- ‘
beldeved, hovavor, not to command, sulf £l clant’ support: for the
shancellorship, - o . - z

Frang Josef Stranss. He han become s “red hott ‘poMtical porsoms
ality, controversinl but recogulzed by ull as a parson of great
oxpacity and wdth n willingress %o take politizalichances wvhen
others hald badk, ©. Jud¢mend on him will depand on’his gocomplisha~

s chanaes ave ‘good ‘ard sre oapacted to continua’

- monls, : or. lagk; of Chem, 42 & year ar two in the Defense Ministry, -

[:[= Py

lfai-l ::A:"noﬁdo He fz_aa ‘nedo aomé (zriiné in x‘acaxﬁ‘. mdnth'g;.by sooking
w2 allianoes: within the CDU/CSU politianl structure’and by =

noving ‘frem a’position left of ‘eenter to center uithin the party, = -
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