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CHILE: CPPOSITION LEADER DENI'ED‘@EENTRQZ;:'-

a I S S T
- Preaident-?inochet's'refuaah-to allow Christian: =~ -
Democratic Party leader Zaldivar to return home from a
trip abroad is t{pical of his heightened agyressivenesn
toward coritics since his victory in the 'constitutional
plebiscite in September. The ban may encourage younger -
party membetrs to become more active against the regime.
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. . The government first ac=
cused Zaldivar of making sedi=
"tious remarks in an interview
with a Mexican newspaper. The
paper later retracted the mis=-
quoted statements, but Chile
maintained the ban, ¢laiming
that 2Zaldivar's paast "provoca-
tive" remarks justified it. '

cally moderate divar, , _ _
‘whuse party |is demoralized by ' Christion Democrat leader Zaldivar ~ -
its plebimcite defeat, wasno . . . ~ |
immediate threat to the regime. . _ o

Yet Pinochetl demonstratad his inmenmsitivity to public
opinion by refusing to lift the ban even after the Mexican
paper's retraction; thus passing up an opportunity to
dafuse international criticiam without appearing to have

been in the wrong. I e o

| | o REUE S
-~ Pihochet was willing to rimsk damaging Chile's inter=-
national standing over the 2aldivar incident., Several
‘governmenta<=plus the Vatican, which has clone ties to
Chilean Christian Democrats and currently is mediating

*The mource of the ahove copyrighted photograph In United Press .
“Inteenational,| October 1980, i : o
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dispute over the Beagle Channel=s

“I'he mové almo hap -

arable oriticiem in the Orqnnlﬁntion_of-‘”-f o
mombet has yet presented a o -

formal anti=Chilean resolutlon to the OAS Ganeral Assem= -

bly now undel way. : Motaover

, the incident has occurred -

during n time of tou?hannd aacurity measures imposnd

followlng the assass
pavaral months ago and has added to the
#ion that human rights ave
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militAry officer
genaral impres=
deteriorating in tﬁe country,

Gopyrighted material -
“from United Press

* International dated 11°
September1980 has
been removed.

This material maybe - -
viewed in the CIA
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.1 Are known to!have followed,

10 feeble Christlan Democratic response to Zaldivar's
foroad exile|will not encourage Pinochet to temper his
actions, ‘The party initlally said nothing=e~apparently -
hoplng that behind=the-ncenes nagotiations would gain .
Zaldivar's teantryecand then issued a mildly worded pro=-

toat, No atteet demonmtrations i: rolidarity meetings .

l

'he Chriatian Democrats have been reevaluating the =
party'n position in the wake of the plebincite., S8ome
baliove that; given the support for the ragime nhown 1in
the plebinoite, the party should adopt a pragmatic S
policy of cooperating with Pinochat. Others feel that

' the remults of the voting indicate the party has little
; to lowe by

!
]

ing forcem with the parties of ithe exe
tremo left, o _ , 4 -

Younger Christian Democrati¢ members, irritated by
the inaffective role of Zaldivar and other party leaders
in tha plebinuite campaign, are chagrined at the party's
fallure to protest the ban more vigorously. 1f the ban
cohtinues indefinitely, it probably will under:ut. the
ponition of party moderatss and could lead young members

to attempt to unseat older leaders and to urge confrontas.
tional tactids in deal_inq with the regime. _ .
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