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; ; Chile's military government is headed by PreSident
At 3Agosto Pinochet,,leader 0f the coup that ousted leftist ,
"it] 1| President Salvador Allende in :1973. | Congress. was ‘dissolved.
‘ﬂat the time ofthe coup, and the military now dominates all
government activity--an ‘unusual situation for Chile, whose .. -
: political. history has been more stable and democratic than -
3 |l its neighbors'. | Pinéchet has said that general elections
- [ ] will not be heldlbefore :1985., | . . , |
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! The Chilean | Legimeais cldser to the modern Brazilian-f'
PeruVian model" oﬁ nationalistic military government than to -
1 the old-style Latin military tradition. Pinochet 'plans a .
1] thorough restructuring of economic ahd political life before
) !l téstoring Civilian government. N :
4" Al l ’ ’ I il o
In the first years afterlthe coup, the regime employed,g
harsh internal’ security practices. Some serious abuses of
himan rights still occur, but, in general, Chile's irecord
Has improved ‘The government Sincerely believes that Chile
faces a continuing threat from Violence-prone leftists and
the assessment,!although exaggerated has some factual o
baSis. ' The divisions ‘in Chilean soc1ety and the sometimes '
irresponsible poliCies of;political parties encouraged . . -
leftist growth during the 1960s; this growth soared further
|l during the 1970-= 7? term of Allende. b : . 11'
oo - o P N
iﬂ’!_ In theory,‘the Pinochet regime now maintains tight .
4 control over traditional oppoSition elements, but |in practice,
¢ lthe press, political parties and, to a“lesser extent, the '
il i1; labor unions enjoy considerable latitude. Political activi-
:1 3 »ties are prohibited;: but parties hold small meetings, -
!
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-

: express some criticism of; the government, and meet with -
lforeigners. The threat: of repreSSion, however, keeps '
b critiCism Wlth17 bounds. - , L 1
. ? | : '
Foreign Policy ! } ,f!; . ﬁ P : ;
' ! . . i i N . 1
: 'f Chile is regarded in’much of the world as a gariah,:=
i 'largely because :0of the: government s human rights record and
‘1" the internationalnperception-—shared even by Western countries
11 : who were not in;sympathy with Allende-~that the Pinochet.
g’ government is out' of character for Chile. The reghme has
RN therefore had difficulty buyinq arms, finding loans, and
P ;,;gaining acceptance in international forums. The government -
I
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i has tried during the, past'two or three.years to imbrove its
'image and expand contacts| with Western'and Third Werd
countries but has been only partially successful.
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I Relatlons with the US have been poor throughout the

iﬂ ﬁy 19705, but there has been no open break. The most serious

o :; issue involves the question of the Chilean securlty agency's
},ifrflnvolvement in the 1976 Washington assassination- of Chilean -

| i iy exile leader Orlando Letelier.. The US has requested the’ o
-+ (| extradition of: former, security chief Contreras 1nfconnectlon'-.:“
.1 i1 with the case,. and the matter is now before the Chilean ‘
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zfln Chlle s relatlonshlp WIth its nelghbors in Peru,
. Bolivia, and Argentina is equally poor. Peru and Bolivia

have repeatedlyivowed.to retake land Chile seized! 'from them

in the War of the Pacific, whose centenary is belng observed -

this year; the more recent quarrel with Argentinaiover the
Beagle Channel and surrounding territorial seas- is being -
mediated by the: Pope.l.Chlle maintains diplomatic/relations

niand a low level:of trade with China,: but ties w1th Cuba and

the Sov1et Unlon.were broken soon after the coup.
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