B - 40 COMMITTEE MEETING

. Saturday, September-19, 1970

" "Time and Place: 10:45 AM - 11:15 A\, White House Situation Room

Subject: Chile

.

Participants:

J(_Zhai}_:%z_nan - Henry A. Kissingc;r o
State - U. Alexts Johnson o
HDgefcn'sc- ' - David Packaz.'d
ClA ' - Richard Helﬁs
JCs - ;Admiral Thomas Moorer '
i\lSC Staff - Viron P. Vaky * . ‘
A )
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N '~ SUMMARY OF DECISIONS

1. To hold another scssion at the end of thc-ﬂ’\’ASAG meeting

Monday morning, September 21 - 8:30 a.m.

.- b ——— -

2. a. Admlral Moorer to prepare material on possibie'mili’cary
assistance.

b. Mr. Vaky to preparc material on possible outcomes of proposed
. action and possible U. S. postures.
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A cable from the CIA Station in Santiago was distributed to the principals

to read. (Dr. Kissinger has copy.) It was made clear that no one clse

other than the principals has : seen this report.

Dr. Kissinger pointed out that the operation apparcntly}/sunderway ﬂpontaneously,‘
~and that he does not see anything that we can or should do. The questlion was
what happens when and if it starts. We will have to examine whether there is
anything for us to do in those circumstances.

. Mr. Johnson pointed out that it might create wi'aeSprcad violence, perhaps
--——leading to civil war.

-

Mr. Packard said that he wasn't sure of that bécause Allende just might wait
—for-the next round. It is difficult to know how to assess the situation.

(UP) was a heterogenenus group. Not all of the elements would resort to
violence; some, such as the Radicals, might even welcome this turn of events.
Secondly, it was not clear that Allende himself would stay to fight; he might
well Icave the country. Thirdly, the Comraunist hard-core and the Socizlist
rextremists probably would resort to violence. They had a labor union #ore.and
a local peasant core and might well cause widespread and serious internal

s ecurity situations. Another element to considrer was th:m
Pthat the non-commissioned officers were infilirated by Leftists
- were 1n sufficient number Allende sympathizers. The question® as to

whether the troops would respond to orders needed further assessment.

[ It was agrced that the movement reported in the cable was self-generated.

" Mr. Helms confirmed that we were not in speciflic contact with the military
on this point. ' '

Mr. Johnson said that then we really had only two tholces: either tell them
to turn it off, or cncourage them.

-

Dr. Kissinger said the President would certainly not zpprove the course of
action telling them to tura it off. We do have the choicc of merely standing
- -J—back or cgging them on. Ha saw little point in the latber.

Admiral Moorer and Mr. Helms commented that other Latin American military

would stand glear. .
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- +Mr. Packard sa2id we had to decide how we would like all this to come out. f

In his view what we wanted was a successful military action bul: without us
Flnvolved.

Dr. Kissinper said that if it happens, howover, we need to be ready for con-
tingencies. For example, what do we do if there are civil disorders; what
do we do if thero is civil war; what do we do if asked for equipment.

-

Mr. Helms pointed out that the Chilean Arrny might very well need munitions

or crowd-control weapoans.

Mr. Va]-x added that if we were asked to supply them we mlght consider
“clandestine channels rather than through MAP.

Dr. Kissincer said that the WASAG meeting on Monday should tack this 1Lem
on at the end. :

It wvas agrecd that the WASAG meetlné would be held at 8:30 AM Monday,
September 21.

Dr. Kissincer asked Admiral Moorer to prepare a paper oa how military
assistancc might be provided. Mr. Vaky was asked to prepare meatcrial
on various possible outcomee and reccommended U.S. posture.




