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FOR THE RECO#D 'II

Jamaica: Prime Minister Manley has told the
Teaders of his People's National Party he will
noia tne national election by early October, 18 months
before the end of his constitutional mandate.

Leaders of the moderate opposition Jamaican Labor |
Party, which is favored to defeat Manley, I be-
lieve that the election will proceed on sCnequlé. They |
. contend that a delay is unlikely because the Prime Min= @ .. ...
- ister has been unable to raise enough foreign credits to :
keep his go%ernment afloat afteriOCtober. .

a consortium of Middle Eastern
countries--Algeria, Kuwait, Iraq, and the United Arab
Emirates--informed Manley that its $100 million loan
would not be disbursed until after the election. Since .
he terminated a loan agreement with the International i
Monetary Fund last March because of its stiff conditions,

- Manley has replaced lost IMF credits only with a hasty.
- patchwork of‘i loans mainly from OPEC countries. -
| ! :

Election preparations are so far advanced that :
Manley would have great difficulty turning back. Regis-
tration of the over 800,000 voters is virtually complete,
both parties have nominated all their 60 candidates, and .
vigorous campaigning is under way. The Labor Party and

- the moderate-controlled electoral commission, which Manley
- helped form,| apparently believe that the groundwork for
a fair electiion_ is being established. | |

Nevertheless, the attempt by some Cuban-assisted
radicals in Manley's entourage to increase violence will
continue to threaten a fair election.
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JLP AHEAD:
PNP HARROWS LEAD
70 11-8 PERCENT

The June 1980 Poll showed
that among persons who have
decided to vote in the next elec-
ticas the JLP has 53.9% of the

" popular vote and the PNP
44.1%. This finding represents
a narrowing of the JLP lead
which in May 1980 was found to
be JLP 57.6% and PNP 42.4%.
The changes in the balance of
party scrength berween Novem.
ber 1979 and June 1980 are all
within the bounds of likely

sample error and could be due

either to sample error or gen.
uine changes.

The June Poll found that
approximately 21 % of the pubd-
lic bave either decided not to
vote or are unsure as to whether
they will,

The May Poll found that
86% of the public wanted to
regist=r and vote. At the end of
June and with one week remain-
ing to complete enurneraton
the june Poil found .that 78%
had been enumerated. and
among those enumerated the
majority wish to vote. Some per-

" the end of June wish to voee,

" Among citizens who.
been enumerated and ¥

%Source!

the ‘Poll had ‘become regi

voters. We need, m"m.a’tg
bear in mind the fact thit the
sample s 2% biased in favour
of the PNP and we have noe cor-
nclwdionh'l.

| QUESTION:

if on election were
called now, which
pbrfz would you
‘v?fo or?

]

Sunda Gleiuer,
27 July 1980, p.S.-
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MOST local observ-
ers seem convinced, however, that the unprecedented level
of political violence in this campaign will continue
through election day.




