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SUBJ: POW/HIA: LPDR POSITION THAT SUBSTANTIAL UNITED STATES
ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE COULD LEAD 70 PROGRESS IN M4
DISCUSSIONS

001: SPRING 1387
SOURCF.:
IN EARLY SPRING 1987, A SENIOR OFFiCIAL

TEXT: 3.
T OF THE LAO PEOPLE'S DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC
WPOR) COMMENTED PRIVATELY THAT SUBSTANTIAL ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE FROH
THE UNITED STATES U.S.1 wouLD BE A KEY FACTOR FOR FUTURE PROGRESS IN
THE U.S. SERVICEMEN MISSING IN ACTION (MIA) DISCUSSIONS. THE
OFF ICIAL STATED THAT THE LPDR VAS PLEASED BY THE FACT THAT (1 WAS KO
LONGER ON THE U.S. EMBARGO LEST, BUT HE ADDED THAT { ADS HAD LITTLE OF
SUBSTANCE TO SHOW FROM THAT GESTURE. RECENT U. 3. ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE
THROUGH THE CONTRIBUTION OF FIVE THOUSAKD TOMS OF RICE waS
APPRECIATED, BUT THIS wAj INSIGNIFICANT IH TERMS OF LAQS
ECONOMIC NEEDS.

2. ECHOING THE ABOVE COMMENTS, & SECOND
ASSOCIATED WITH THE MIA DISCUSSTONS NOTED IN A StFAKATE PRIVATE
DISCUSSION THAT THE U.S. FAILURE TO PROFFER HEAMINGF UL AID T0 LA0S
WAS PARTICULARLY PIQUING. THE OFFICIAL POINTED OUT THAT SWEDIN,
JAPAN AND AUSTRAL T A, COUNTRIES WHICH KAD NOT (NFLICTED ANY waR DAMAGE
ON LAOS, WERE EWGAGED IN POSITIVE PROGRAMS OF HELP WHILE ThE y s,

OVERALL

REMAINED CONCERNED ONLY ABOUT RESOLVING THE HIA SSUE.
COMMENT: NEITHER OF THE TWO HFa OFFICIALS MENTIONED & SPLGIFIC
BOTTOM-LINE FIGURE WHICH THE LPDR GOVERNMENT WOULD L IKE TQ SEt THE
U.S. CONTRIBUTE, BUT 1T WAS CLEAR FROM THEAR COMMENTS THAT THEY
DESIRED AS HUCH AS POSSIBLE. IT WAS ALSO CLEAR FROM THEIR COMMENTS
THAT ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE WAS THE FUNDAHENTAL SINE OUA NON FOR LAOS 1IN
THE MIA DISCUSSIONS. CESSATION OF U.S. SUPPORT
T0 LAO OPPOSITION GROUPS WAS NEVER BROACHED DURING THE OFFICIALS”
PRIVATE COMMENTS.)

3. & THIRD OFF ICIAL NOTED IN THE LATE SPRING oF
1987 THAT LAQS PRESENTLY PLACED LITTLE IHPORTANCE ON THE Hia

SEG

%

DISCUSSIONS.  NORE IMPORTANT (N THE LFOR™S MIMD WaS IHPLEHENT NG THE|
REFORMS AND CHANGES WHICH HAVE BEEN HMANDATED BY THE NOVEMBER 1936
FOURTH PARTY CONGRESS. THE OFFICIAL POINTED OUT THAT THI5 waS
PROBABLY ONE OF THE UNDERLYING REASONS THAT THE VISIT OfF & u.s.
NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL OFFICIAL IN LATE HAY 1987 HAD NOT BEEN
APPROVED. THE LAO VERE NOT AGAINST THE VISIT, BUT THEY SimpLy F0UND
THE VISIT REQUEST TO BE ILL-TIMED AND OF LITTLE "IHPORTANCE GIVEN
OTHER GOVERNMENT PRIORITIES.  {SOURCE COMMENT: ALTHOUGH THE o, S.
DELEGATIONS VISIT WAS NOT APPROVED, THE DOOR FOR FUTURE VISITS anD
DISCUSSIONS tS CERTAINLY NOT CLOSED. FUTURE CONTACT WITH THE (PDR
WOULD TAKE ON HORE HEANING, HOWEVER, IF THE U.S. ENTERED THE
BISCUSSIONS READY TO OFFER SPECIFIC FINANCIAL aSSISTANCE.)

4. COMMENTING ON THE PRACTICAL S1DE OF . THE 14 ISSUE, AN LDR
HEA OFF ICIAL FAMILLAR WITH LPDR STATISTICS STATED THAT LAQS BELIEVED
THAT THERE MiGHT 8 REMRINS OF ALMOST 686 U.S. SERVICEMEN LEFT (N
LACS. THIS CONMPARED T0 OVER 488 IK CAMBOD IS AND NMORE THAN 1,988 IN
VIETNAM.  THE OFFI1CIAL ADDED THAT L{AOS HAD AN APPROXINATE IDER OF
WHERE THE U.S. REMAINS WERE 1K A0S BUT THE GOVERNMENT BELIEVED THE
U.S. COULD SPECIFICALLY PINPOINT THE ACTUAL LOCATIONS. (HERDOUARTERS
COMMENT:  THE ACTUAL NUMBER OF MIA IS AS FOLLOWS: 1,777 1IN VIETNAN,
532 IN LAOS AND B2 1N CAMBODIA.)

S. IN A PRIVATE CONVERSATION WiITH ANOTHER LPDR OfFICIAL AN HF A
OFFICIAL WHO H&S OCCASIONAL CONTACT WITH U.5. GOVERNMENT
REPRESENTATIVES SA10 THAT 10 HiS KNOWLEDGE THERE WERE NO HIA REMAINS
OR LT¥ING PON'S TURNED OVER TO THE NORTH VIETNAMESE GOVERNMENT. iN
HES OPINTON HAD THE (PDR GOVERNMENMT BEEN (N POSSESSION OF EITHER, 17
WOULD HAVE TURMED THEM OVER DIRECTLY 10 THE U.S. GOVERNMENT.
ACO: (MID-JUNE 19387)
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