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The only feactor safequard agreed to by New
Delhi was a written statement to the Canadians

that the reactor and its products would be used
only for peaceful purposes. Canada has long held
that any explosion would be a violation of this
agreement, but India has never accepted this

interpretation,

New Delhi continues to deny any intention
of producing nuclear weapons, NS

Pressures on the Gandhi government to
develop-a military capability almaost certainly will
be great. India’s Air Force reportedly has already
been testing the capability of its British-built
Canberra bombers to carry loads of up to 8.000

ith its limited range, hoeve, the Canberra
would be a strategic threat only to Pakistan.

Development of long-range delivery systems
for nuclear weapons would be a difficult and
expensive problem for India because it does not
have either bombers or missiles suitable for
reaching distant targets. India‘s modest space
program has concentrated on the development of
sounding rockets and, based on its present level of
technology, India probably could not develop an
intermediate-range missile within the next ten
years without substantial outside help.

THE POLITICAL FALLOUT

India

Initial reaction in India has been euphoric.
Except for predictable criticism from one com-
munist faction, the event has evoked widespread
enthusiasm. This enthusiasm, however, is likely to
dissipate before long because of the hardships
imposed by growing inflation and food shortages,
India’s economic problems may even get worse if,
because of the test, the country runs into trouble
securing new help from abroad. New Delhi hopes
to receive more than $1 billion in aid this year to

help meet the soaring costs of imported petro.
leum, grain, and fertilizer. The Indians will prob-
ably also ask for rescheduling of existing debts.

Pakistan

The slow moavement in recent months to.
ward improved Indo-Pakistani relations may be
interrupted as a result of the test. Prospects. for an
early resumption of trade and diplomatic rela-
tions are poorer than they were, Islamabad has
said it will ask the permanent members of the UN
Security Coundil to provide Pakistan with a
“nuclear umbrella,” but the Pakistanis are likely
to concentrate on getting support and reassurance
from China and the US. While the Pakistanis will
probably not go so far as to seek a farmal defense
treaty with China, they will certainly press Peking
to reiterate as strongly as possible China's support

‘of Pakistan's territorial integrity. Prime.Minister

Bhutto no doubt would like the. CENTO coun-
tries to issue a joint condemnation of the Indian
test, but his goveinment ‘will not place much
reliance on"CENTO itself to protect Pakistan's
security. h .
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