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YUGOSLAVIA: ~ No Wa) Out

s Yugoslawa still appears on the way to dtssoluuon, e:ther ina bloodbath
~ or, much less likely, through mutual agreements among the republics.

" Although the federal'military’s close brush with Croatian forces last

- “month sobered some leaders on both sides, tension. remains high and

‘- tempers kot, and none of the parties has shown any willingness to - -

- “"compromise. The Army apparently has been waiting only for orders from
" civilian authorities to put down the northern secessionist movements;

. although it probably cannot save the federation, it now faces ~ > -
~* humiliation, dismen bermenr and absorpt:on by Serbia’s forces ifit
Qi,_."doesnottry.- T g L .

L ,A last-mmulc compromxsc betwccn fcdcral and Croauan authonucs
_** narrowly averted armed conflict latc last month. Each sidc has since-
- accused the other of failing to live up to the agrecment, and the Army
" has threatened to arrest Croatian Defensc Minister Spegelj. Talks
between federal officials and leaders of the republics:-to salvage some:
scmblancc of national unity arc going nowhcre; Slovenia announce
last Friday that it'wanted to initiate ncgotiations or¥ sccession

B <Milivtary Poised: o

“"The Army still appcars intent on takin action in Croatia.

Thc nlaJor conslraml on the Army appcars to have been 1hat it
‘wants the blessing of civilian lcaders. Senior officers, faccd with an
~ethnically fragmented and potentially unreliable force, may believe
sl their chances of maintainihg cohcsion in any combat will improve if
L o the military is not viewed as its instigator. 1f Croatian and Slovenian
jeaders refuse to participate in future presidency scssnons—Yugoslav
President Jovic, a hardline Serb, chairs them—that could guve the
military enough polmcal cover 1o intervene,

it - continued T
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5 Comproxmse or Cunﬂlct

'Tllc ncar conﬂlct lasl monlh '1ppc'1rs 1o havc sobcrcd some fcdcral
“and-republic civilian leaders. Representatives of the middle-ground
“Republics of Macedonia and ‘Bosnia-Hercegovina have: msxslcd
publicly.that only: pcaccful mecans be used to-resolve the crisis:
- “Federal Prime. Minister Malkovxc, a Croat, has aggressively pursucd
the role of mediatoriin the past few weeks: dcspuc carlicr.remarks = -
ndlcanng hc would support use of Torce by the Army under” Cerfain”

p : .
crbian President Mxlosevnc recently-
accuscd ‘Croatia's goycrl fascism and ofplanmng genocide
’ agamsl Serbs. He probably belicves Slovenia’s sccession-and mlhtary 5
_tcrvc  aga msl ,Croah would slrcnglhcn Scrbla s ability 10

‘- only a limited numibe pa : ily o

- and 1empers.are.-hot. Armed conﬂxct could occur, with’ little. warmng if o

- ‘the Army carrics ‘through with arrests of senior Croatian officials or if-
- “there.is scrious cthnic violence, perhaps: mtcnuona]ly stagcd by

procrackdown Scrb radicals. A crunch pomt will also come’if the

Arm? and Mxloscvnc conclude that Croatia is taking spccifi s to

scccdm' from thc fcdcrallon‘
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