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ALLPTREZ in connection with the Bamaca and Devine cases
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; 5 IR = a;ﬁenosAthe U. S Armay Command add
Gene ral Staz; course at Ft. Benn’ng, Georgia from late January to
mid-December 1988.

to command the Kaibil T
a base at Poptun in the Peten.

--08 June 1990, US Citizen Michael Devine is found murdered nesar
nis homea in Peten Deparzment.
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--25 September 1991, Alpirez ig reassigned from the Peten to San
Marcos, anot@gr remote cogmand. ' '

--30 October 1991, Memo Dissem on Alpirez involvement in Devine's
murder disseminated to community.
—_—

--18 November 1991, Mark Richard, Deputy Assistant Attorney
General feor Criminal Division wasg briefed on the Alpirez l
invelve Devine murder by Latin America Division. Also
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Counsel. Mr. Richarg advises.that‘a review for Department of
Justice :pOJ) jurisdiction in the matter would be conducted.

--19 November 19391, Letter from OGC to DOJ.

"- 12 March 1952, Efrain Bamaca, ORPA commandante Ccaptured in San
Marces Department. Bamaca is in good gndition, despite a light

wound tc tha grm. ; > A 2amaca -disclosdy
~nformation about Cuba SNts ancd craining for ORPA ’
guerriliass. :
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reported that unidentified

s £ : claimed the Army held members
of the URNG in clan ails and coerced them to work against
their former comrades. LR - rcported bélieved the
accounts of two former URNG members who testified they saw Bamaca
alive inside a clandestine camp. :

-~ October 1993, former Army specialists Prancisco Solobal and
Tiburcio Hernandez, both serving a 30-year sentence for their
Tole in the murder of Michael Devine, publicly claimed they had
engaged in Army-run death squad activity and had information on
clandestine cemereries and jails. ‘

=- mid-April 1994,

€ LseanT Aave;

ter the guerrilla's capture. At that time, Bamaca wa
in good health, YW claimed Bamaca was subsequently taken
away by military intelligence officers from the Armed Forces
General Staff. ke claimed he never saw Bamaca again.

o e L B Szantiago Cabrera Lopez, a guerrilla who was in
Ay custody between March 1991 and December 1992 claimed that he
Saw Bamaca alive at Mzig HQS (san Marcos)in July 1992 and thart he
WRS warnaeld by 2lzirez not o talk abcut what he had s=en.

- In late October 1994, SETESE
conversation he had with other
where Bamaca was capt
camp in San Marcos

related a

SR R ) : Bamaca had been slightly
€d and cooperated with his military intelligence (D-2)
rogatcors -- although informarion about arms caches later

d to be fzlse. 1p ADril 1992, Bamaca reportedly was taken
away in a D-2 A2licopter ard never seen by ]
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. reported that a 4K
. sa:.d t:hac Bamaca had been captured

alive in March 1992, but that he is now dead. The officer who
reportedly took charge of the interrogations was Colonel Julio
Roberto Alpirez, then-third commander of Military Zone 18. &
m offered no information on how Bamaca died. In late

ov : . B said that Bamaca bad been
elieved he was still alive 4-5 weeks later.
subsequently lost track of the case, but
been killed. .

-- 6 December 1994 the (IR ~cported that
said that Guatemalan military personnel familiar
witn the Bamaca case noted that he had been captured alive, held

and interrogated for about one month, but is now dead. The exact
circumstcances of his death are unknown.

has no firsthand evidence to confirm Bamaca's death.

-- 13 January 1995, the Guatemalan Human Rights Ombudsmen Office
submitted its final report on the 30-day investigation into the
Bamaca case. The Office concluded that Bamaca was not found to
be detained by any Guatemalan officials or the security forces,
but that it could not determine whether Bamaca was alive or dead.

-- 18 January 1985, a review of the
Guatemalan press in Marcn 1992 revealed a number of articles
about an encounter between the Army and ORPA guerrillas near
Nuevo San Carlos on 12 March 1892 -- the incident which involved
Bamaca. The articles. refer to a guerrilla casuelty left on the
field, and one paper claims the "leader of the group" was killed.
These press reports do not further identify the dead guerrilla.

"ig .-.vas known within the senlor ranks ofthe Army" that Bamaca
was killed by Colonel Julio Roberto Alplrez, thlrd commander of
Militeary Zone 18 (San Marcos) ; e i




