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The militaty government's decision
yesterday o feleate 323 persons im-
pd.onedundeuheuleon&nhnmn-
jot gesture designed to dirinish inter-
‘national criticlsm of Chile’s violstion of
human rights.

1n making the annowncement, 8 junta
spokesman said that the 18 other politicst
prisoners 100 dangerous lo be freed in
Chile™ would be expelied if another coun-
try would accept them. The spokesman
said twe of the prisoners—Communist
party chief Luis Corvalen and former
Allende coatition sesator Jorge
Montes—would be refeased only if the

RET

USSR and Cuba would reciprocate by
freeing (wo prominent prisoners. The
Chilesns called oa world opinion 1o
pressure the USSR and Cuba to take such
reciprocal actiun,

By nearly sweeping the jails clear at this
time. the Pinochet gavernment probably
expects 10 fessen the impact of & criticsl
report recently circulated by the UN
human fights investigating group and
hopes to improve its image with the new
US administration. government's ac-
tion also is 3 tacit admission that internal
secutity is no longer 8 problem NN
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