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LATIN AMERICA BRIEF I

| CHILE: THE CATHOLIC CHURCH HAS ISSUED ITS.TOUGHEST CRITICISH
YET ON THE JUNTAn CONDEHNING NOT ONLY THE RECENT BAN ON ALL
REHAINING POLITICAL PARTIESs BUT ALSO ATTACKING A VARIETY OF GOVERN-
MENT POLICIES AND ATTITUDES -

THE BLAST WAS LEVELED IN A LENGTHY NEWSPAPER ANNOUNCEMENT
SPONSORED BY THE PERMANENT COMMITTEE OF THE COUNCIL OF BISHOPS. THE
BISHOPS EXAHINED SUCH AREAS AS MISSING PERSONS. THE ROLE OF POLITICAL
PARTIES . FREEDOH OF EXPRESSIONa AND THE GENERAL ECONOHIC SITUATION.
OnN ALL ISSUES THE CLERGYHEN MINCED NO WORDS IN EXPRESSING THEIR
DISSATISFACTION WITH. THE WAY THE PINOCHET GOVERNMENT HAS PROCEEDED-
_ THE CHURCHMEN SAVED THEIR STRONGEST
LANGUAGE FOR THE SECTION ON THE CONSTITUTION AND THE LAW. THE
CLERICS BELIEVE "THERE MILL NOT BE FULL GUARANTEES oF RESPECT FOR
HUMAN RIGHTS AS LONG AS!THE COUNTRY HAS NO CONSTITUTION~ OLD OR NEUW.
AND RATIFIED BY POPULAR . SUFFRA6E1 WHILE LAWS ARE NOT MADE BY
LEGITIMATE REPRESENTATIVES OF THE CITIZENRY3 AND WHILE ALL GOVERN-

1
;NENT ORGANS+ FROM THE HIGHEST TO THE LOWEST~ ARE NOT SUBJECT TO THE
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_ THE BISHOPS' IRONIC. AT TIMES ALWMOST

,HRCASTIC TONEa HAS PRODUCED A BLATANTLY POLITI

CAL DOCUMENT DESIGNED

I'O EXCRT THE GREATEST POSSIBLL PRESSURE ON THE JUNTA.

2 THE CHURCH STATENENT HAS DRAUN A HARSH RESPONSE FROM JULIO DURAN.

PKESIDLHT OF THE NATIONAL BAR ASSOCIATION.

DURAN HAS LABELED THE

CHuRCH A "POLITICAL PARTY1 WHICH VIOLATES THE BAN ON PARTISAN

A&TIVITYw AND AS SEEKING FO CONTROL PUBLIC OPINION.

THE GOVERNMENT
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