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The Uzbeks, Tedzhiks, and other indigenous

ethnic groups who comprise ebout 75 nercent of the population live

raral erras. Wieress the Tadzhiks are of Irzpian origin,

-

the other groups ars all Furkic. 4YShe ressinder of the Bopulation ig of
Boropean origin, mmirly Slavic, snd liven chilefly in the cities.

The ecomomy of Soviet Central Asia is based on irrigation ferming, with
cotton‘ssvthe chief crop {see Hap 27281). Although including ouly 3 percent
of tke sown are of the Soviet Guion, Region ¥b is highly important. as &
supplier of rav materizls -- cotto" 5ilk, apd ﬁéol -- for the textile
industry. F our-fifths of the cotton of the USSR, about @ half cf the sllk,
azd most of the karakul sking are produced in the region. Tae growing of
grain, enimzl husbapdry, viticulture, apd horticulture sre sleo important

agricultural pursuits.

Industry in the cres is 2igo closely geared to the growing of cotion
and other irrigated crops (ses Map 3). Cotton gimning end the production

of cotton-seed 0il, fertilizerz, food products, and cotton-picking anda

other agricultural machirery are the chief industrics. Tue vroduction of
bulldire-msterials, - atd eonauhnr geeds, iucluding cobivn Vsxbtiles,

is algo important. The regicn hag o wide varievy of minercl resources

inedudivg oll, gas, coal, uranivm, iroon cre, and a varicty of nonfer errous,

rare, and chemicel minerals; bub their exploitation has been slow in

deﬁelopiﬂg. On the basis of these minerals, ferrous ard nonferrous Fetallufgical,
oil-refining, chezical, retal-fabricating, and machine-bullding indusiries

bave been established. Hevertheless, Soviet Central Asia is not ome of the
important industri&l areas of the USSR, accounting for only about 2 percent

of its gross industrisl cutput apd less than 3 percent of its industrial labor

C-O-E-F%;I-Aal,

‘force.




Reilironds are the cpief weans of trensporiation in Soviet Cenbral

fzin. Although spurse, the rail netvork is asdequate (o satisfy e::iswng
demunids.  Tac railvende save been developed prm rily 10 =move rsw materials
to other parvs of the USSR and te pravide routes of scoesns 1;0 the Irenian
end Afghan borders. The meip rail line in the aree iends from Krasnovodsk
on the Caspisn Sem across the deserts 2nd conpects with the '.mrksib Railroad
in e.oui.besstem Kazakhstan. This railroad and its branch lines connects the
major population centers and frontier cuitpogts of Soviet Central Asia. River
transportation is of minor imporiance ani is limited primarily to the
Amu-Dar’ya. The rosd eystem, bovever, is o irly well developed and
suppiemsnts the rail nestwork, parumul,_.er in the more ipace ~ssinle axreas
such &z the movniains aml border arezs. Tae mountains have well developed
systems of good ronds, waich are the chied routes of transporitation. A '
digtinctive chorzcteristiz of the rosd patiern is thab wany of the major roeds
leﬂo{ from ke inmtermaticnal borders to the imdarior, otviously for militery
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