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This material contains information affecting the

National Defense of the United States w
Sccs. 793 and 794, the transmisson or Tevelation of which in

‘ |
ithin the meaning of the Esplonage Laws, Title 13, U.S.C. |

any manner t0 an unauthorized person is pProhibited by law, |
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PORT, NOT FINALLY EVALUATED INTELLIGENCE., ‘
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lo SENIOR GENERALS' DECISION NOT To OPPOSE

TRAN VAN HUONG AS PRIME MINISTER AS Lo

-

NG AS
HE AVOIDS IMVOLVEMENT IN MILiIﬁBY AFFAIRS

o

2. NATURE AND FORM OF AGREEME NT S IGNED BY
GENERALS ON 33 JUNE 1967

ACQ VIETNAM, SAIGON (21 MAY 1968) FIELD NO.

.,
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. ON 20 MAY 1568, THE st
~ - MEETINGS WITH VICE
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NIOR GENERALS HELD A SERIES oF
PRESIDENT NGUYEN CAO KY IN THE LATTER®S
. OFFICE TO DISCUSS THEIR POSTURE TOWARD PRES IDENT NGUYEN VAN THIEU
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lanly

H

AND PRTME MINISTER DESIGNATE TRAN VAN HUGNG, THE GENERALS

- DECIDED TO TAKE NO ACTION AGAINST TKIEU AND TGO ASSUME A WAIT-

AND-SEE ATTITUDE TOWARD HUONG. THE GENERALS QILL GIVE HUONG
THEIR TACIT APPRCVAL AS Lth AS HE DOES NCT MEDDLE IN THE

......

"INTERNAL AFrAlRS 0F THE ARMLD FORCES,

2. THE GENERALS CALLED THE NEETINQS BVCAUSP THIZU HAD WNOT
CONSULTED THEM REGARDING HUONG'S APPOINTMENT AS PRIME MINISTER.
KY, FGRiEXAMFLE,'WAS NOT EVEN OFFICIALLY INFORMED BY THIEU OF

"HIS PLAN TC APPOINT HUONG UNTIL 1845 HOURS ON 18 MAY; WHEN THT

NOTE ARRIVED FROM THIEU'S OFFICE, KY WAS IN NHA TRANG. THE
GENERALS VIEZW THIEU'S BEHAVIGR IN THE MATTER AS A VIOLATION
OF THE AGREEMENT THAT THE SENIGR. GENERALS, INCLUDINu THIEU,
SIGNED AFTER THE 38 JUNE 1S67 MEETING AT WHICH THIEU WAS DESIGNATED
THZ MILITARY PRESIDENTIAL CANDIUATEo 4

3. O 22 MAY 1588, KY SdOW-D HN AIDE THE MUCH- ISCUSSED Z
AND FREQUENTLY DENIED AGREEMENT, WH;LH CONSISTS OF TWO TYPEWRIT TEN
PAGES. THE DOCUMENT STATES THAT WHOEVER AMGNG THE SIGNQLCRI;S?
IS DESIaNAlED AS THE GROUP'S PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE AGREES LPAT

HE WILL NOT MAKE ANY MAJOR POLICY DECISIONS AS PRESIDENT U;THOUT

i‘ TF; ADVISE AND CONSENT OF THE COUNCIL OF GENERALS THE AGRLE&ENT

i
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THUS CLEARLY -SlABLISHED THE COUNCIL OF GENERALS AS THE BEHIND-
; THE-LSCENES POWER IN THE GOVERNMENT. KY SIGNED AS CHAIRMAN AND 3o
. § MAJOR GENERAL NGUYEN DUC THANG AS SECRETARY GENZRAL, WHILE THIZ U
:3; : SLCVLD AS A NEMBER, KIS SIGNATURE APPEARING IN FOURTH PLACE oN
L " THE DOCUNENT. _KY TOLD' HIS AIDE THAT THANG HAD ACTUALLY DRAFTED
E éfTHE,AGREEMENT.
1; 4. .(ciELD COMMENT: THE EXISTENCE OR NON-EXISTENCE OF THIS
'DOCU#ENT WAS THE SUBJECT OF CONSIDERABLE REPORTING DURING

~.  THE FIRST PART OF JULY 1967 3 '
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5. FIELD DISSEM STATE (AMuASSADOR BUNKER,, DEPUTY DR

L‘ulE:—\SSADOR BERGER, POLITICAL COUNSELOR) USMACV (Gt.NERAL
WLSLMOR“’LAND, GEI\E‘?AL ABRAMS, AMBASSADOR KOMER, CHIEF OF

o - STAFF, J2) 7TH AIR FORCE (GENERAL MOMYER ONLY) CINCPAC
~ PACFLT- ARPAC PACAF
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