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THE PUEBLO CASE HANGS FIRE

NOo progress is visible in
the Pueblo case although bilat-
eral talks at Panmunjom are con-
tinuing.

During the celebration of
the "Korean People's Army" 20th

Anniversary in Pyongyang, Premier
Kim Il-song accused the Pueblo

of a "gangster-like, piratic act"
which proved that "US maneuver-
ings" for a new Korean war had
reached a "grave stage." He in-
sisted that the North Koreans do
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nct want war,

would get “"only corpses" if it
tried to sclve the case throuch
"threat andé slackmail."”
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but warned the US.

chotos of al-

S1X occasicns.
charcges

nts along the

Soviet Party Secragarv Pono-
marsv visited Pvongvang on 9 and
10 ?ebrua*v following nis wvisits

o A

marsv's visit, tnougn offering a
gesture of Moscow's “fraternal”
solicdarity with Vorth Xorsza, pro-

vicded no indication that thes So-

viats had departed from. their
policwy of mlnlmal invelvement
in the Pueblso issue.

Fifteen Soviet ships, five

of them armed with mlss’les are
deczloved off Korea. ATCnough most
have remained in the S=a of Japan
north of the 38th parallel, a faw
have moved south of the line and
ars trailing the American task

force.,
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