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FOREIGN NATIONALITY GROUPS IN THE UNITED STATES

MEMORANDUM 10 THE D:RECTOR OF _STRATEGI€ SERVICES
FROM THE FOREIGH NATIORKALITIES BRANCH

;5;2-27'— p%*v. 4 | € Apre’ 1945

ITALIAN~AMERICANS ORGAN| ZE
TO DEMAND ALLIED STATUS FOR ITALY

Number B-345

The Itaiian-American community has rebounded

from the shock of the apparent failure to give
explicit consideration to italy at Yalta® with
2 unlted demand fé?*fecognition of ltaly as an

Ally. The immediate goa! is representation for

\3» Italy at San Francisco. New committees have
: sprung into action and are conducting a cam-
N paign of pressure for these objectives directed
. : at the President, merbers cof Congress, and the
\; Departiment of State _ Prom. neﬂ* conservative g
. ‘leaders are crossing traditional potitical
- AN lines to work with Communists and ant i ~Commu-
. nists organized tn two rival camps.
\_ .
Q
A THE -aggressive and comprehensive nature of a crusade to secure Allied
. o . . i~
N status for Italy and Italian representation at San Franc-sco is becomm ;
~ "" ’
S~ apparent from the diverse character of the individuals and orgamzatc’ i
ST . : 2T CORIEZA:
T 4 -involved.. The Conmumst—line ‘Untta del Popolo has deviated from its -,-,',:{

previous posi tion of unqualified approval of Yalta to join with once

/-sl T
pro-Fascnst elements in the campaign.- Conservative mass—memberﬁ-p' / /

organizations and conservatnve political rofessional figures have
O

" eWenas 287

* See “ltaluan—Nnencans on Yafta," FN Nurber@?zs of 'ﬁf"‘RﬁR g%:.
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aver-run traditional partisar lines toc cosnerete w:th the leftgstEree ftaly
American Labor Council and the Comuiist-!ine Nnternational Workers: Order

in a new organization, the\"Coordinating Council fur the Recognition gf

1 Italy as an Ally.™ A rival labor boly. the Antonini-ied ftalian-trmerican

tabor Council, has in its turn s2t ua a "Joint Comaittez™ to pitch for the
same ends and has recerved the support of_the once pro—Fascssg\{rOEresso
Italo-Americano and its publtshpr Geﬂero;:?hhpe as weil as that of the
traditional ly antu-Fascast Mazzini Socuety. Indicative perhaps of the de-
termination of the conservatives to cooperate with any group working for
talian recognition was the fact tha' consarvative leaders in the Coordinating

Council’ gave tﬁb§\P‘Onlnl Committee oerm:ssnon to use their names in an appea!l

g’addreSSed to the President and the S=cretorv ef State

The upheaval in the Italian comunity has caused a po!stical vnterming! ing
which leaves as yei no clear patterr  Orgznizational lines and leadership
are still fluid. Thus: the recently formed\Committee for National Unity.
iargely Soc:al'st-sponsored having reorganized under a new name. has piedged
tts support to both the Coordinating Council and the Josnt Committee.

v Other organizations working independently of the Joint Committee and the
Coordinating Councii but along the sume ).nes inclide Den Sturzo'QWSb(jﬁtian
Democratic People and Liberty group, Generoso Pope“?ﬁgpiumbus Day Citizens
Committee, and a former pro-Fascist "front*. oréanization the Fednrat:on of
.talsan~Amerlcan Democratuc Organizations in the State of New York. =

~ Despite the unity regarding objectives, however, the two most energetic
forces in the Italian community th\\dtalran—Amerlcan Labor Council and the

Free Italy American labor Councn) remaln in opposition to one another. Unity
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talks (described in this Branch's B-234 of 20 Marc" under the-tit?e “dtalian-
American lLabor Leaders Séek Formule for Cecperaticn of atl Factions™) broke
down, as was foreseen. over the issuve of cooperation with the Communists.
Antonini’s "coup“ in securing tre signatures of lecders of the Free lItaly-
supported Coordinating Council, 1s being parriec b, the Free ltaly Counci:
with an announcement of pians to “expose and‘prevent the spread of divisive

tactics of the opposition /Antonin:7."

. Well before organizational activities had commenced,
Italian-Amertcan '

Press Unanimousty
Demands Allted Status vited to San Francisco had evoked a barrage of pro-

the omission of Italy from the list of nations in-
o . test. Before long the italian-American press from
right to Left was demanding recugn:tion of ltaly as an Ally. The pace-maker
among the nationwide papers was Generoso Pope's Progresso Italo-Americans of
hew Yorl:. largest of lta!ian-language dailies. Fe:lowing sustaines editor:a
riticism, the paper (12 March] introduced a front-page box demanding A}l :ed
status for Italy, which has since appeared daily in English and Itatian. A
tygical one, captioned "When Is An ATly An Ally?", read.

Webster's New international Dictionary defines an Ally &8s Yanyosne

assoclated with ancother as a helper; an auxiliary. " (p every sense

of this definition ltaiy is now our Ally ...

On 17 March the Progresso initiated another daily feature, a form letter
“=in- 1talian and” EngTish to be sent to Representatives and. Senators appea'tng
to them - to do everyth: ng" .n their power "to have our Government recogni:ze

‘ta:y as an Ally © Then :n a signed ed«toriai 20 March, Generoso Pope cailed

FORE'GI IATDOIALIT!ES BRAICH
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upon ltaiian-American organizations thrsighout the country to act in behalf
cof ltaly.

Let your organization at its next meeting adop: a resolution urging
our Guvernment to extend immediate recognition to ltaly as an Aily

of the United States. If tre nex: meeting is too far off, cail a

spectal meeting or have your executive board pass a resolution.. ..
And please do not stop there, Try to win support for this urgent

action among all other Amerscane regard!ess of their lineage.

Among eminent 1talian personalities in this country;,

Christtnn Democrats
Call for Oréanized

Campatén : Orgarizec campaign on ltaly's behalf. In a talk with
- this Branch (28 March), the founder of the\XChrist:an

Democratic movement expressed his bitter disappointment that “the Italy Which

Don Luig\kSturzo was among the first to call for an

has been fighting for one and a ha!f years". cn. the side of the demccracies had
n>t beer “well recognized and Justly aporeciated by the American people.” He
opined that the Anericaﬁlpress, tn centrast to its positive attitude regarding
tne re-emergence of France, had been almost s:lent about ftaly, Writing in the
Mazzini Society‘s organ,f aziont Untte (15 March), an Sturzo commended those
lta\ian-Americans who were organizihg and insisting "that ftaly be invited to
San Franciscoe, " ‘ '

Don Sturzo appears to be lending the prest}ge of his name to a'l groups —

save those with former pro-Fascist affiliations — trging allied status for Italy

--;f;.";:;.mrHe*told"thiSNBranch’recently of his efforts to induce a unified campaign It
' was at his suggestion, he said, that the Christian Democratic People and Liberty
group on 16 February had addressed a message to President Roosevelt appealing for

Allied status for Italy and for representation at San Francisco. Subsequently,

et giiiﬁ[_?F_i{Ei{EEiC_SERVlCE : FOREIGR NATIONALFTIES BRANCH
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People and Liberty issuec a statemen?, signed by its president, Anthony
P\Ulio, and carried by a number of itatian-languace papers, calling for
unity among [talian organizations to this end

The activities of local committees in such centers
Ortétn of the Two

;ﬁf{ Labor Committees

of large Italian concentration as Chicago, Boston. -
' Philadelphia, Rochester, and Detroit are being |
cromoted by two newly-organized roof organizations with headquarters in Ney:
York:” a leftist—conservative coa!itnpn group, the "Coordinating Council for
the Recognition of ftaly As An Aily,"™ and Luigiy ntonini'\}l}gljgpiémerican
“doint_gggmittee;" Both grou;s hope to muster the over-all strength of
5.000,000 Italian-Americans to secure Allied status for ltély before the.
opening of fhe¥§§n Francisco Conference. .

- The two committees came into being after attemts to recchile the

X -5

Antonini-sponsored Itaiian Arsrican ‘abar Council {AFL} and thé}?q}!gﬂca~
Baldanzi Free Italy American labsr Counzilt (CIO} had come to nought .

}

There was the issue of Communist participation and there was the question of
whether to admit prominent former pro-Fasc:sts. Failure to settle either

po¥nt Teft the field and the initiat:ve oben to othker leaders.

N lndependently of this effort, a number.of,prominent
Coordtnating Councui®. Italian-American political and professional leaders
had been engaged in the formation of a national committee to support Representa- B
—al ‘"~1ivé’Vigsxwhrcéhtbﬁio‘s Resolution (H.R. 99, introouced in the House of Repfe— .
' sentatives on 8 February) calling for the recognition of ltaly as a ful 1 -fledged
’ Ally. The Marcantonio Resolution had already received the support of the

talian branches of the Communist-line International Workers™ Order, and of the

(
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weekly Untta del Popolc. But the Rﬂscﬂutson was being supportec tco by a
* number of the State Todges of thA Order 0f the Sons of italy. tnc—’Qfder of
" " italian Sons and Da.;ghters of Amarica of Pennsylvan:a, the&Colu'nb an Federa-

tion of Societies, and other local fta ian-American conservative fraterno:

t ﬁ and civic organizations. Mayor iz (uardia of New York and Edna;?\Corv?
are reported preparing to testify fcr it :n Washington 11 April
In order to en'ist wider anrd mere effective support for the Resolution,
the "Coordinating Council for the Recognition of Italy As An Ally."
launched 28 February with permanent n¢aoquarters in the Biltmore Hotel 1n
New York. It claimed at once adherence of an overwhelming number of fraternal,
social, civic, cultural, theatrical. and trade union organizations . The Counci}
is presently canvassing signatures for thousands of petitions requesting
(1) Allied status for ltaly. and (2] greater relief ard for the ftalian people

The Council's execulive scard includes such w2l l-known ltalan~American

persoratities as Edwarc Cors:, Industriai Comniss:sner of New York State,
G Judges Felix C.\Benvenga and Louis A\\Malente of the Supreme Court of the State
of New York: the mdustruahst Paol ino W&rti: Alrrarundo Portfo!io, Treasurer of «

the City of New York: Reter k\hforoso Camissianer of Gorrectnon of the City of New York,
MexMscott, professor at the New School” for Sewra! Research, kﬁrr;\o Inzidio president of
the Italian branches of the Intemational Workers Order. and Guuseppe talanott., August
| \\\Beﬂamca and(erﬁéthdmun of the Free Italy American labor Council, A nancial sub- -
T T T committee is camposed of Baldanz: Ftwifcfro éno Gerl: JuseahkFaCCt a forner enpioyee of the
Office of Vér_lnfomath\, vas engaged as a full-tme secretary, and Mrs J-mry%Savo w: fe of
the well-known actor, as field organizer. |t Is reported, moreover, that a

number of key leaders have pledged the support of thexr organizations Among

‘¢0FF'CE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES FORE1GN lAYlOIA’iYIES BRAI [
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these are Judge Fel;§ﬁf0rte of Boston,_Nationa! Grand Venerable of the Order

of the Sons of Italy; Judge Eugene AAIessandroni of Philadelphia, Venerable

trate Francis X.\Giaccone of New York, Venerable of -the New York Grand Lodge
of the Order of the Sons of ftaly and chairman of the United Societies to

of the annsylve;ia Grand Lodge of the Order of the Sons of Italy, and Magis-

Avd Democratic italy.
According to reports reaching this Branch, the Free Italy American Labor
Council is a chief financial contributor to the Cocrdinating Council and this

in turn is taken by the new Council to represent ar earnest of more substant.al

~ CI0 backing to “come.

Concurrent)y, Luigi Antonini, in the name of his AFlL-

Antontni-Sponsored
po : affiliated ltalian American labor Council, had addressed

“Joint Committee".
an appeal to “all true liberals and democrats™ to meet

2t a dinner at the Bnléhore dote! on the evening of 26 March for tte purpose of
forming an Ital ian-American "Joint Committee" 1o solicit public support for
Italian representation at the San Francisco Conference. A resolution adopted at
th; 26 March dinner and addressed to President Roosevelt and Secretary of State
Stettinius, declared that failure to include taiy at the world security con-
ference of the United Nations “will tend to vitiate the many efforts which the
American Government has been making for the establ ishment of 4 world security

A T -

-and will bé "an act of flagrant injustice against a people with

Besides Antonini, the committee which grew out of the Biltmore dinner num.

-bers among its leaders Justice Ferdinéhd;fecora of the New York Supreme Court.

——— —
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Dr. Charle§§§9ma, Medical Examiner of the New York Municipal Retirement Board,
‘and Samue™Shore, vice president of the Internationa® ladies Garment Workers
Union (AFL) and vice chaiman of the Liberal Party. Among the conspicuous

personalities also present at the dinner was Generoso Pope, who promised the

7}'§ committee the unqualified support of his newspaper. The Joint Committee claims
. to represent a total membership of nearly 2,000,000, scattered in some fifteen
leading ltalian-American organizations ranging from conservative fraternal,
civic, and trade union groups to the national directorate of the liberal Mazzin;
Society,

Present plans of the Comittee call for a demonstration in the form of a
dinner or cocktail reception for Senators, Representatives, and Government '
officials, to be held in Washington some tie be¥ore the middle of April.

A detailed report of the 26 March meeting iﬁg{{ Progresso (30 March) re-

vealed that among the grpups which signed the Joint Committee reso?utioh, the
following had already pigdged adherence to the rival~Coordinating Counci}l.

f Order of the Sons of Italy, the United Societies to Aid Democratic (taly, and
; sucQ‘individua} leaders as Magistrate Giaccone, Edward Corsi, Judge Benvenga,
[ Peter«A. Amoroso, Paolino Gerli, and Almerindo Portfolio. A neutral observer
) 5 explained to this Branch that Antonini had invited the‘Coordinattng Committee

leaders to join him in "a one-shot proposition — Italian representation at
San Francisco.*

The Free italy American Labor Council, meanwhile, is actively

Independent

Leftist Noves engaged in furthersng 1ts own program of action tndependently

of the Coordinating Council. It is reported that a project

gnlarging the Council‘s activities was discussed by its executive board in conferenre

—— —— e —— —
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with den§§§ﬁil]nan on 13 March. The Council plans to sponsor a mass rally

in Madison Square Garden at an early date to demonstfate to "all Americans
ihat the foreign-born American citizens and particularly all Italian-Americans
support the Yalta decisions and the purpose of the San Francisco Conference "
In addition, an “Action Memo,® in the form of a newsletter, is to be issued

shortly "to expose and prevent the spread of the divisive tactics of the

opposition” /Antonini/. Finally, Council plans call for the designation of

a "labor representative™ of its own to attend the San Ffancisco Conference.

It is reported that the Council's executive board meeting on 24 March named
George Baldanzi as the labor candidate, |

. T - - On 17 March, an editorial in the Socialist weekly
Soctalist Organtzation

Supports Both Groups
R : of indignation sweeping Italian-American communities

?}fg_fg[gjg_announced that as the result of "a wave

from coast to coast,” comittees were being formed in all big centers to come

to the aid of Italy. Meé{ing at Irving Plaza in New York 14 March, the "Com-

mittee for Italian Unity,™* which had been sponsoring such a movement, voted

to change its name to*\ynited Societies to Aid Democratic Italy. " ‘Girolamo

Valeﬁii, editor of La Parola and one of the principal promoters of the organiza-

tion, toid this Branch on 28 March that 56 fraternal, social, and cultural organi-
~ zations had adhered to the program of the re-bapt ized drganization. At the meet{hg

in Irving Plaza a resolution was adopted formulating plans for a representative
“,af - % “mass rally “where the voice of Tiberal and democratic Arerica in behalf of Italy

will be.heard.” A subsequent resolution adopted by the organization‘s executive

See "Committee for Italian Unity Formed," RN Number B-316 of 22 February 1945
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council called upon the United States Gdferment "to recognize Italy as anAlly and to use
_its influence to attain such recognition from the Allied Governments“~(La
%Pnrola,; 31 March). Subsequently, the United Societies pledged support to
* the program of both the Coordinating Council and fo the Antonini-sponsored
Joint Committee, |

The "American Committee for the Freedom of lialy,'-a newly-organized
group in Detroit which was initiated by Valenti and had pledged support to
Antonini's Joint Committee, sponsored a mass meeting 4 March at which the
fol lowing six-point program was adopted: (1) Allied status for 1taly;

(2) support for the provisions of the Atlantic Charter; (3) increased relief

aid to Italy; (4) cessation of foreign intervention in Italian affairs;

:(5):gué;éntees of Italian territorial integrity; (6) representation of demo-
| cratic italy at San Francisco.

i Two other independent committees in New York have also
Resoiutions of

Other Committees
= and !talian representation at San Francisco. The

Columbus Day Citizens Committee, an organization claiming to represent 650,000

Passed resolutions supporting Allied status for Italy

Italian-Americans and organized last year to perpetuate the celebration of

12 October as a national hol iday, met at thé Biltmore Hotel on 24 March, Headed

by its permanent chairman, Generoso Pope. thé Columbus Day Citizens Committee

includes such personalities as Justice Pecora; Anthon;ﬁQampagna, member of the
_j;;:”w;f; ....New York Board of Education, Paul P}(angnAssistant United States Attorney o
' General; New York City Councilimen SamuS%*gt alco and AnthonQ‘e}NEiovanna; and
other figures prominent in New York municipal affairs. At the 24 March meeting

a resolution was voted calling upon the United States Government to secure "full

e - — —— ————t - a
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justice" for Italy‘s cause.
Similar action has alsc recently been launched by an "action committee™
of the Federation of Italian-American Democratic Organizations in the State

of New York, an organization whose ieadership was formeriy tinged with pro-

Fascist sympathies. The Federation is now circulating petitions for Allied
status for Italy to be presented to the President, the Congress, and the
Department of State.
‘ . Departing in one respect from theif original policy of
Communtst cttvity unqualified endorsement of the Yalta decisions, ltalian
Communists have beén emphatically campaigriing for italian representation at
- San Francisco and support of the Marcantonio Resolution. In regard to the
first objective, the weekly Unite del Popoio (17 March) demanded the presence
- at San Francisco of the new italy -~ "the democratic ltaly which is f{ghting
today for its own complete liberation and for the comon cause. ®. Six million
= ftalian-Americans, the paper said, were uniting to demand recognition of Italy
' and her admission to the security conference

V. They are not alone. They have the support of millions of sincere
Americans who know how to distinguish between the italy of yesterday
and the new democratic Italy.... The recognition of Italy as an
Ally and her participation at the San Francisco Conference will con-
. stitute another blow to reacticn Open the Golden Gate to Democratic
SR Sy | 2.1 52 I el e

At a banquet in New York on 11 March, celebrating the sixth anniversary
of L'Untta del Popolo, an intensive nation-wide petitioning campaign was
launched by Communist-1ine organizations and leftist trade unron groups calling

f for the "unity of al] our forces" behind the Marcantonio Resolution "so that
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the recognition of Italy will be an important step in the interest of Americsa
. for a quick victory, peace. and staBiivty." Simiilar drives are reported to
. have taken place under Communist auspices in Philadelphia, Chicago, and other
ctties. Left-wingers in Phijadeiphia succeeded in eliciting a‘nass endorse-

ment for the Marcantonio Resolution from soms thirty-nine fraternal civic,

K end trade union organizations.

—
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