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: . prelizninary scientific inve:tigation of U‘On.

“ The organiration, ae: up in October 1967, iu cnlled :he U’FO Section oE the

e . th) earch. !s thls pure caincidrvce?
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ABSTRACT: The author (‘-(oscov Avistion Institute) prescnts aevcul striking and f
Teliadbln UTO odservations and refutes’ the theory of U, S. astrophysicist HMenzel i
and others that until Tecently no scientific study of UFOs has been made .in the H
Saviet Unfon. He claims that the prevalling view that UrOs are common optical i
phenczens 1n the earth's atmosphere 13 wrong and due to the fact that there wvas no i
collection of UFO observations. The gencral impression was that Elying saucers ; .
"Arn hnuaiea. This situa:ion is bcginning to chanxe. B t .
In 1968 the Kau‘a Pu‘li:hing 'Rn.;:se of the USSR Academy of s:ienceu “is ucheduled # :
to pudlish a book entitled Pepulated Outer Spuce, edited by Acadenician Boris [
Xonstantinov, Vice President of the USSR Academy of Sciences,and written by ;
distinguishéd Soviet and foreiga con:r(butors 1ncludin5 Americana. k .
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In Hay 1967 a sporaaring gruup o! acien:htl. the n(li:uy. vri:erl, and public
figures met to form an unofficial body whosae purpose vould be to conduc: a .

All-Union Cos=cnautics Coznittee, with headq\urte:s at the Central House of
"Aviacion and Coszonautics im Moscaw. Alr Force Hajor General Vo:ﬂ-; Stolyarov
vas elected d.uj..azn of the -nc;icn. o A . . .

The bypothesis :ha; UF0s origiu:" 1n other vorlds. th.q: they are flying craf:
. frcm planets o:her than urth, ueri:l the 2ost :crioul :m!.nuion

" Observations show :‘n: UFO: beh.xva le\uibly. Ina group tom:icm fligh:
“they malntain a pattern. They are most often xpotted over airfields, atcaic
stations, and other very cev engineering instzllations. Cn encountering aircraft,
they aluvays maneuver 50 as to avotd direct contacs. A considarable list of thesa
sceningly intelligens actions givu the 1-lpnuton tha: LFOI are X.nvestlga:i'lg.
perhaps even t-caunai:n.ins._ : Ll T .

Cuzlnusly encugh, . :h: nu:ber of UTO obunulon: 1ncruuu as Hu'l nppr:;aches
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Scae people think that UTros hgys;;ppcﬁred in the earth's stmosphere only during
-the past two decades, This 1s not the case. The UFO pheocacnon has becn obscrved
throughout the history of mankind. There are wmedicval and ancient reports ‘
strikingly sinilar to ours. Lot e T R I
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‘.. Among the earlier UFO reports, as an exanple, may be the well-documented observa-,
- tions of a "large saucer” in 1882 and a “procession of bolides" in 1913. These

reports scill avait investigation. . A .

The wost remarkable®Uro phenomenon 1s the famdus "Tungusky metcorite.” In recent
years Soviet scicntists have established. that the Tunjusky explocion had every
parancter of an atmgspheric nuclear blast., The USSR Acadery of Scicnces Reporis
(Volume 172, Nos. 4 ond 5, 1967) include studics by Alexei Zolctov which atte=pt
. to prove that the Tungusky bedy could.not be a meteorite or a comet.

In the sumer of 1967 the Joint Institute of Nuclcar Rescarch at Dubna published
‘a study by Vladiailr Mekhedov, who concludes that the Tungusky blast left
cons{derable residual radioactivity, Finally, as receatly as 1966, after analyzing
the sum total of observations on the Tungusky body's £light, this writer shoved
that before the blast the Tungusky body described in the atmosphere a tremendous
are of about 375 miles ‘in extent (in azimuth), that is, carried out a maneuver.

All these ncv.results wa

rrant the 'canclusion that the Tungusky body assems to have
~heen an artifi:ig} flying AR

craft from some other planct., -

"Should this ba finally cenfirmed by {nvestigations now in

. progress, the
© #lgniflcance of the Tunguaky disaster would be inestimable. P

But this, incidentally, will pose new problems. If we are indeed being studiad
by creatures from other planets, what is their purpose? . Why are they so studiously
avoiding any direct contact? 1Is thuir unsociability the result of so high a level

. of developaent that they study us from that "height! just as we look upon aand
- study ants? Or 1s there still the rossibility of common understanding since we
are born in the saze Universe and obey the same laws of nature? :

The lstx;dy of UFOs may lead to quite different conclusions and present mankind
vith'quite different problems. - . ' : .

. The ﬁphrim: thing now {3 for us to discard any .pre.t:onceived ho:ior;s about
UF0s snd to organize on x global scale a calm, sensation-free, and strictly
. #clentific ztudy of this strange phenc=cnon. ' Tha subjoct and aims of the

investization are so serious that they justif{y any efforts It gocu[rit)ujtcb)( 3

8aying that international cooperation {s vital.
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