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1. Since Ixu.y 1950 a struggle for cozirol of the indopondent Sindicato de Trobaja-
dorea Pot:-oleros (STP) de Caripito, strongest union in the State of I ioragas,
Vanezuele., has bosn going oun betweon foctions of tha Partido Revolutiorario
ds1 Proleteriedo-omuniste (PRP « black Communist party) and tho brown Unioxn
Republice.in Democratica (URD). The epperont loadors of ths two factions erc
Atilio Gonecales, black Comwunlst loader and Cleims Secretary of {the STP, and
Salvador fomes, URD mowbor end Prosidont of the syndicato. Tho supporters of
Gomnz includo Luis Hernanda: Solis, Corrsepondencs Socrotary; Jobus Gusman K.,
Sacretary of Fimance; and Felix Aguilera, altorpats dirsctor.
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2. Ths goal of the bloack Commmists is to gain combrol of the syndibate at tho
eloction of pew officors which is scheduled %o taks place in Septombsr or
October 1950. Gowesz hasz indicsted that ho will rewmain in office until after
the olections in up attempt to prevent +ho black Communists from assuming cou-
trol bafore Septowmber. He alsc indicated that ho doss not scek re-olection.

3. During tho May 1930 gomeral striko the black Communistis in the Uaturin district
encourgger the gtrike, although their party officially opposed it. Gorzalez
was arreshod by the Soguridad anions.l after the boginning of tho strike but
prior to tho large~scalo welkouts ot Ceripito. s was held in jail spproxi-
watoly 24 days and thon releesed end allowed to rosums his labor activitios.

4. Gomer wms given the choice by the Segurided Macional of going to jail or of
aiding thu govormient in gotting the workers Lo retura to thelr jobs. Ie chose
the Jatter courae sud toured the different ereos around Caripite in company
with govoirment orfficlals, taliing to tho workers and telling them tho strike
was illegel. A violert reectioun against Gomerz occurred emong the workers. Ilig
life was threoatennd, end he dsiod company officials to allow him to rosign and
lecave tho area giuece his fsmily wes in canger. The black Communists opened o
campaign tgeinst Gomez using haundbills, a"’ciclos in PRP, the party orgen, ard
agitatioz among the wor Larq. 1n retaliation, Gomos cmlled o moetiag of the
syndicate and had Gonsalaz ousted by voto and z‘aplau.ed by a URD adheront,

.. .Folix. Aryi masfiEroter, when Gonzaler wos reoleased from prison, he obtainod
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his reinstatement as Clnims Secretary.
Since the strike, the Caripito eroa has been deluged by pamphlets from both

the PRP and the URD hurling accusations und counter-sccusctions sgainst each
other,

On 13 June 1560 Lartin ferval, Clajwus Secretary of the black STP de Puerto la
Cruz and Secretary Gemeral of ths black Federacion de Trabajadores del Estudo
Anzoatepgui, arrived in aripito for conferencss with Gonzalez. Nerwval is “ho
leading PRP oificiel ir eastorn Vemzuela. He spent three days in Caripito
during which ho met with CGenzalez c2d Ismael Ruiz at the home of Angel Micolas
Contreras ilarcano in ths El Porvenir camp. Ruiz, 2 momber of the STP de
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Caripito, had teen arrnvsted on 10 iy
of re-commencing the airike. Controra
& uniom.

980 on the charge of agitating in fevor
is a chauffeur who does not belong to
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