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((ssu China Note: ‘
Sub-source who is consldersd fairly relicble 18 a hotel manager
Harbin, who left Mukden 4 October 1945 and arrived in Herbin 6 October
1945, where he siayaed until 12 March 1946. Re intonds to return to
Harbin soon. '

1. Sub-source stetes that Rusrien forces acted ass badly in Aarbin as
they did in :dukden, that looting, raping, and shooting at night was very
common, Economically larbin is comparativaly comfortable since the food
pupply is excsllent but, expensive according to Manchurlan standards. In
tarms of the U.S. éollar the cost of living in Hurbin is about half that

of Pelping.

2. Tne Thite Russians run the gamt of reactlons o the Soviet Army
and its personnel, Some {rreconcilables fear and detast thon but dare
not state .so becausa of the presencs of the MKVD which openly takes
punitive measures against all outspokon critics of the &nkd Army. Punis-
mant varioes from confiscation of personal property and roal estate,to a
trip to Sibesria and subsequent axecution. The majority of the Thite
Russians like them to & degres but all Thite Russian groups foar them.

3a Tue Chineso hate and fear the Soviet Aray. Tlhey ure furious at
thelr conduct and plundering. Tnoy ars hiding nuny Japaneso from tho
Russlans and state that they wlish tho Jopenese wore in control again,

\ Since they are helpless against the ovorvheluing force of the Soviet
Army, they mamuf acture a vodka from wood alcohnl which they purposoly

. 3911 cheaply to the Soviot goldiers, which blinds and kills many of than.
Tnis, plus making sure that all the geishas and Chineso prostitutsso are
infected with a venereal disease to transmlt to the Russians is all they
‘ can do, Russian nedical officers state that they cannot begin to con-
trol the problea consequently, veneraal dicease {g soreading rapldly
among the troops. .

L. The Japanese are in a horrible state, cravea, helpless and poor in
the extreme. They sell whatl has not boen looted from then for money
with which to buy food. Their Chinose {riends do what they can to help
them. iHany "hite Rusaians led Soviet soldiers to the homes of the -
_weglthier Chinese most of which have been thoroughly pillaged.
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5. - The Soviets will ablds no critlcism end havo excuses for cverything they
aro doing., Currently they are buying a groot deal of real estate for the ’
Russian government, buth from Chiriase and ¥hito Russians. It was pub~gourco’ ¢
belief that they were attempting, end aith success, to purchase as mach prop-
erty as possible in north Hanchuris to Justify contimied occupation to pro-
tect Soviet interests.

6. Sub-source was oither ungble or unailling to cormlt himrelf regarding
order of battle. He did state that the Soviet frmy had artillery, inf entxy,

a mumber of tanks, tank destroyers, etc., and sdded that in December 15 a
pargde was held of all the troops in the city and adjacent areas and that thero,
were many thousands of them. The comaanding general of Bussian forces in
_October 1945 was Gonsral Swartzkov, who was succeded by Gsnoral Kossekov. The
resson given for the removael of Gensral Swartzkov was that he was a poor dis~-
‘ciplinarian. However, with the new appointment there was no improvement in
the behavior of the troops. Genersl Fossakov waz dismigsed for the same
reagon: Under the new General things have calmed_down a 1ittle end troops

are boing punished for such overt acts ag murder and stealing.

7. Sub-source ebsolutely refused o commit himself on what the Russienso had
done with the Jepaness end stated only that all Japanese in Harbin at the timo
of the surrender are still there. This statenant which doos not ggiee with! "%
those of other informants, cannot be considered factual.
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